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Preface 

 
This book has been largely inspired by a community of 
believers called Jesus as Us, or JAU for short. Their 

questions and our conversations have been the motivation 
for writing on the truth of living as Jesus. I enthusiastically 

dedicate these pages to these special friends and fellow 
explorers who have joined me to discover more of what the 
truth of Paul’s evangel entails. Many of this group have also 

volunteered invaluable feedback and editing suggestions, 
to which I am grateful.   

 
The JAU was formed as the result of a small conference I 
hosted in the Spring of 2019 in Hood River, Oregon. At that 

gathering, I presented the foundational teaching of the 
revelation that Jesus lives in us and as us. That teaching 

has been condensed as the Prologue and illustrated further 
in Appendix C. This conference was my first public 
opportunity to share about this revelation and how it has 

come to me, which you will read more about in the 
Introduction.  

 
After the conference, the group continued to meet once a 
month, until COVID-19 halted all physical gatherings. But 

through the video conferencing resource of Zoom, 
meetings were restarted weekly on Sunday morning May 

10, 2020, and have not stopped since. With the additional 
benefit of YouTube and Rumble, all meetings have been 
recorded and are available for the public to watch. Just 

search on the internet for Dennis Deardorff YouTube and 
click on the JAU playlist, or search for JAU22 on Rumble. 

You can also listen to the video recordings via audio on The 
Jesus Conversation Podcast available through 

Podbean.com.   
 
I am thrilled to put this unfolding revelation into a book 

form for all to read, but I do not pretend to believe the 
earnest believer will see it as complete. It should only 

create a greater desire to know Jesus even deeper, who 
along with the Father make their home in each of us.   
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Foreword 

 
  

How, then, should they be invoking One in whom they do 
not believe?  Yet how should they be believing One of 

whom they do not hear?  Yet how should they be hearing 
apart from one heralding?  Yet how should they be 
heralding if ever they should not be commissioned?  

According as it is written: How beautiful are the feet of 
those bringing an evangel of good!  (Romans 10: 14-15, 

Concordant Literal New Testament). 
 
I know a man, my good friend Dennis, a former man of the 

cloth, who during his final years of preaching and teaching 
from the pulpit, often struggled with the concept of 

knowing Jesus on a more personal level.  He recently 
referred to this in one of our podcasts (The Jesus 

Conversations Podcast) as the "Two Gospels." The first 
gospel is the traditional teachings of Christ, which both 
Dennis and I grew up knowing and learning.  The second 

gospel is one spoken of by the apostle Paul.  A gospel not 
only of Christ Jesus, but also of knowing Him on a more 

personal level.   
 
The conflict Dennis faced as a pastor was (struggling) with 

the centuries-old Christian doctrine he had been 
commissioned to preach and the radically new Revelation 

which the Lord had placed on his heart.  These days, he 
cringes when he thinks of the theology he once preached.  
He has all too often jokingly apologized to me for all those 

years of misleading me on Jesus.  I hold no grudges.  He 
was simply proclaiming what was right in his heart at the 

time.  Yet why on earth would Dennis feel that tug of guilt 
over sermons delivered so long ago?  I believe this speaks 
to the conflict of the two gospels.  One traditional and one 

so radically different that even Paul referred to it as the 
mystery among the gentiles. (Col.1:27).  

 
I had no idea of the conflict my friend had faced until 
on one of our short hikes, Dennis confided in me what I will 
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forever know as my own revelation of Christ Jesus in me.  
This is the second gospel which Paul spoke to in Galatians 

2:20. The fact that churches proclaiming the truth of Christ 
in me are few and far between makes the revelation I have 

received less than mainstream in the Christian community.  
Which explains why many readers probably have never 
even heard of it.  Were it not for one man, I more than 

likely would never have been introduced to the second 
gospel.  Predictably, most pastors continue to stick to the 

centuries-old theology talking points in their teachings.  
When was the last time you walked into a church service 
and hear(ed) the pastor speak to Christ Jesus in you?  

 
I can definitely understand the struggles Dennis faced, 

because I faced the same internal revolt among my own 
beliefs as well.  I also understand how recalling his days 
preaching the same old theology from the pulpit has made 

him at times feel like a getaway driver who evaded 
capture.  I get it.  Somehow, he feels guilty by association.  

Yet I believe, as the Father intends everything for a reason, 
that the revelation Dennis received was in no way by 

coincidence.  For his revelation of Jesus led to my own.  It 
is fair to say that God reveals Himself in us in His own 
timing.  This is especially evident in Paul's experience on 

the road to Damascus.  Traditional Christian doctrine 
speaks to Paul being converted on the spot, but this was 

not the case at all.  For Paul had questions and struggles 
with his newfound revelation as well.  Remember, the man 
Saul was a devout Jew who had been raised up in the faith.  

Saul was, if you will, a major religious authority of his day.  
His zealous beliefs eventually led him to persecute the 

early followers of Jesus.  
 
Now, put yourself in Paul's shoes for a minute.  You've just 

encountered something/someone whom you cannot wrap 
your mind around.  Your teaching is telling you one thing, 

but your heart is pulling you in a totally different direction.   
For Paul, his Damascus Road experience led him to more 
than a few years in the desert, as he undoubtedly wrestled 
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with what he knew and the revelation he had received.  I 
have no doubt that Paul, like Dennis, had regrets about the 

theology he had embraced for so many years.  By his own 
admission, Paul was the chief persecutor of the early 

followers of Jesus (1 Timothy 1:15).  I for one am thankful 
that Paul worked out his struggles with his revelation out 
there in the desert, for he has become a confident voice for 

the truth of Christ in us.   
 

Whether or not Dennis feels guilty by association to the old 
theology is of no consequence.  For through his guidance, 
more than a few others have come to the revelation he 

once received.  We hope that through this book, many 
more will come to see the truth of Christ Jesus in you.  

   
To whom God wills to make known what are the glorious 
riches of this secret among the nations, which is Christ 

among you, the expectation of glory (Colossians 1: 27, 
CLNT).   

  
  

 Scott Wakefield  
 https://myscottpage.blogspot.com  
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Introduction  
              

My journey in getting to know Jesus as Me 
 

 
I was born into a Christian family whose brand of religious 

faith was characterized by what you could not do in life. We 
were supposed to be “holy” people, so I could not attend 
school dances, weekend parties, movies, and anything else 

considered “worldly”. To have a social life, we had to do it 
with other people who believed the same way we did. That 

meant our family spent more time at our church than at 
home, attending services Sunday morning and night, 
revival meetings, prayer meetings, Bible studies, potlucks, 

choir practice, committee meetings, etc. Whenever I was 
around friends outside of my church, I was always on 

guard.  
 
The question, “Where do you go to church?” was the way 

you identified yourself as a Christian. Additionally, you 
were to have a personal relationship with Jesus, which was 

described as “being saved”, “born again”, “having said the 
prayer”, or “having gone to the altar”. Inviting Jesus into 
your life and confessing your sins was the way you could 

go to heaven. But as a teen, the questions haunted me, 
“Did I have what I was supposed to have? Did I have 

eternal life? Did I have salvation?” If I did have those 
things, I was assured of my place in heaven, and most 
importantly, I was spared from hell.   

 
As I aged, however, something deep in my spirit made me 

wonder if Christianity was more than being saved and 
striving to be holy. But the only answer at the time was to 

be more devoted. Subsequently, I got involved in as many 
programs for Christian youth as possible, including youth 
meetings, camps, religious school clubs, etc. It was not 

long until I realized the only way to be totally devoted was 
to commit myself to “full time ministry”. It was referred to 

as “answering the call” from God for complete service to 
Him. 
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But it also meant I needed to attend a Bible college and 
seminary and earn a ministerial degree to be qualified to 

serve Him. With my guiding scripture Matt. 6:33 But seek 
first the kingdom of God...I set out to give my life to 

serving King Jesus and His agenda, trusting that He would 
supply my needs. 
    

In 1974, after completing a master’s degree in the Pastoral 
Ministry (MDiv), I accepted the position of lead pastor at a 

small church my father-in-law had helped start in SE 
Portland. By this time, I had been married almost nine 
years, with two daughters and one more on the way. I 

poured myself into helping the congregants know the Bible 
and become godly people. I tried to lead the way, 

especially with the men, in developing a Christ-like 
character, so we would be commendable leaders in our 
church, home, and community.   

 
The process of becoming more like Jesus was called 

“spiritual formation” and as a pastor, it meant getting my 
people properly “discipled”. I wanted them to complete all 

the levels of discipleship training I prescribed, including 
those I personally wrote. My assumption was that the more 
studies they completed, the more a person is spiritually 

mature and qualified to serve in the church. However, while 
my church members and I were supposedly getting 

spiritually “equipped”, there was still something missing 
deep in my own spirit.  
 

By 1985, I was convinced most discipleship occurred in a 
group context, so I pushed everyone in my church to be 

involved in a small group. Groups were the trend in 
evangelical Christianity at the time, and one of the most 
prominent churches in the region using the small group 

model was New Hope Community Church in Clackamas, 
Oregon. Through some friendship connections, I was 

invited to become one of its associate pastors in 1989.  
 
At New Hope, my full-time job was to assimilate people 
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into small groups with the necessary leadership structure. 
At one point, I had over forty small groups under my 

leadership. But with all the success in assimilating people 
and training them to become group leaders, I still felt it 

was not enough. I was doing an admirable job, but the 
question kept coming to my mind, “Was I or my 
congregants any closer to knowing or being like Jesus?”   

 
By 2002, that question became a prayer, “Jesus, I want to 

know You”. I was now leading the Men’s Ministry at New 
Hope, in addition to directing the Adult Community Life 
programs. I was still following the premise that spiritual 

maturity was the result of curriculum study and group life 
performance. Yet, something told me that this was not 

helping me answer the prayer deep in my own heart. I was 
increasingly desirous to know the person of Jesus, and not 
merely striving to imitate Him. In my pursuit of any 

literature on this effort, I rediscovered a little book in my 
library entitled The Life of Jesus in Stereo (1). I literally 

soaked myself in this parallel version of the gospels, 
reading it several times, and even writing discussion notes 

I shared with other men. It was transformative. I believed I 
was finally connecting personally to Jesus through His story 
and timeless words. I was getting closer to the answer of 

my prayer to authentically know Him as a person.  
 

For the next several years, I continued to read every 
author I could find that discussed what it meant to know 
Jesus and His indwelling in my life. Early in 2010, God’s 

Spirit spoke to me as I read again the words of Paul in his 
letter to the Colossians. He declared God had given him the 

task to preach this mystery...which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory (1:27). These words connected to something 
deep in my spirit. Jesus does not dwell in part in me, He 

lives as a whole person in Me! The prayer I had started in 
2002 was now being answered more fully, and it 

revolutionized my search to know Him. What I realized 
about Him living in me changed my knowledge of Him and 
who I was. It was what I had been searching for all this 

time, but did not know how to describe it.   
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In 2012, I and a small group of men’s leaders formed an 
organization to help other men's ministries in our NW area. 

That non-profit organization became known as NW Men's 
Coalition or NWMC, with me being the director. Through 

NWMC, we produced and hosted several conferences and 
training seminars for men and their leaders in the region. 
Simultaneously, it became evident that my time as an 

associate pastor at New Hope was ending, so I turned my 
attention to the growing demands of NWMC. But in all the 

events and programs we were providing, I was sensing that 
I was veering off from the deep desire of my heart - to 
grow in this revelation of Jesus in me. I began to associate 

with Paul in his own life aim-  
 

All I want is to know Christ and to experience the power of 
His resurrection, to share in His sufferings and become like 
Him in his death.  (Phil. 3:10 GNT, emphasis mine)   

 
While still searching for literature discussing the reality of 

knowing Jesus in my life, I came across several authors 
listed under the banner “Christ as us”. One of those 

authors was a 20th century British missionary named 
Norman Grubb. I had never heard of Grubb. It appears he 
was not included in the recognized or approved writers in 

mainstream, evangelical Christianity. But his writing 
captivated me, and I read or listened to everything that 

had his name on it. His basic claim is that Jesus does not 
only live in us, He is us! (Gal. 2:20), (2). A whole new 
paradigm took over in my heart and mind with my 

understanding of Jesus and how He lives in me. My life IS 
Jesus. I have no other life.   

 
While at a national men’s ministry leadership conference in 
the summer of 2014, I heard one of the session speakers 

say these words, “The men coming to your conferences do 
not know Jesus any better when they leave than when they 

came”. Those words were prophetic!  They confirmed the 
revelation that the Lord had given me. Do I and the men I 
am trying to lead authentically know Jesus and how He 

lives in them? Instead of trying to help them become better 
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men, how can I help them know Jesus better in and as 
their lives? My message changed from seeking to be like 

Jesus to knowing who I am, the manifestation of Jesus to 
the world. 

   
In January 2015, our organization changed its mission from 
holding conferences and seminars to a relational ministry, 

helping men get to know “Jesus as us” through teaching, 
writing, and simple conversations.  With this focus, I began 

a weekly meeting with a few men interested in this 
conversation. Those few men have now grown to several 
dozen, including their wives. I call them the “fellowship of 

the mystery” or “Jesus as Us” (JAU), a coalition of people 
linked together by the desire to grow in the knowledge of 

Jesus living as them.  
  
Has my quest to know Jesus been satisfied? It is exciting to 

know what I know so far, but it is only the beginning. 
There is so much more to discover about this Person who is 

my life. I still want to pursue all what it means to have the 
Person of Jesus, the Son of God, living in and as me. In the 

following chapters, I want to share with you more about 
my journey in this quest and encourage you to grow in the 
knowledge of Jesus as you for yourself. This may be vastly 

different than what you were taught or commonly believed, 
but I invite you to begin the journey with an open mind 

and finish the book before drawing your conclusions.   
 
 

 
  1. The original title and format have gone out of print, but    

      has been republished by Bill Perkins under the title,  
      The Jesus Story, 2008, White Horse Press. 
  2. Grubb’s view is explained further in his seminal book            

      Yes, I AM, published in 2013 by Zerubbabel Press.   
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Prologue: The Two Trees 
 

  
 What do you see in this image?  

 
 

 

        
 
 

Most people see a rabbit, while just as many see a duck. 
But how is it possible to see two different things in the 
same picture? Psychologists call this phenomenon 

“cognitive bias,” the result they say of educational and 
cultural impressions on our lives (1). These biases are the 

reason there are different world views, political parties, 
medical and scientific philosophies, etc. Humanity has long 
been known for this diversity of opinion and perspectives, 

which has often led to world wars and divided nations. 
 

Being able to perceive life through other biases is 
beneficial, while refusing to entertain other perspectives 
can lead to a warped sense of reality and even emotional 

disintegration (2). History is replete with efforts to change 
societies from one bias to another through government 

control, education, or religion. The Bible itself is the story 



 

17 

 

of God challenging man with a bias toward the truth. The 
purpose of the “evangel” of Paul was to dispense a whole 

new perspective on man’s relationship with God through 
Jesus (cf. Col.1:21-29).   

 
But why did God create man with the capacity to have 
different perspectives or biases? Why are humans prone to 

have different viewpoints in life? It is because to be a 
person requires the ability to choose. God created humans 

In his own image and likeness, which meant they could 
make choices like Him. They are free to think and make 
their own decisions. God did not desire a generation of 

“drones” as His companions, but a civilization who would 
freely choose to love and fellowship with Him. He Himself 

chose not to force or coerce humankind to know or love 
Him. 
 

There is yet another reason behind the function of choice. 
It is known as the law of opposites. Humans learn and form 

a general knowledge in life through experiencing 
“opposites.” For example, learning what is sweet comes 

from tasting what is bitter. Humans cannot know what is 
genuinely good without knowing what is bad. They learn 
what is hot by comparing it to cold, etc. This is the way 

humans understand how things work, the basis for wisdom 
and knowledge.  

 
God presented the first man and woman with the choice of 
opposites in the Garden. He placed Adam and Eve in that 

beautiful environment to live, prosper, and fellowship with 
Himself. However, to appreciate and fully understand that 

fellowship, the couple had to choose it for themselves. 
Therefore, God presented this option in two trees, the Tree 
of Life, and the Tree of Knowledge. The Tree of Life 

represented the life-giving breath of God, the source of 
man’s existence. As we will discover later in this book, the 

life source is Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 
14:6). Thus, the Tree of Life is the picture of man’s 
existence as containers of God’s breath or spirit. As Paul 

declared, He (God) gives to all life, breath, and all 
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things…for in Him we live and move and have our being. 
(Acts 17:25-28, parentheses mine). Adam and Eve could 

freely eat the fruit of this tree, as it was consistent with 
their design and nature. The Tree of Life was their source 

for life and unity with God.   
 
The Tree of Knowledge, on the other hand, represented an 

alternate perspective on how to know and relate to God. 
Through this bias, the first humans would know God as 

distinct from themselves. God warned the couple not to eat 
of this tree, as it would produce the effect of death, or 
separation from Him. But the Serpent deceitfully persuaded 

the couple that this would not be the case. Instead, if they 
ate the fruit of this tree, they could be like God (even 

though they already were like Him). Satan proposed the 
fruit of this tree would open their eyes, and they too, like 
God, would have the capacity to know and judge between 

good and evil. This would mean having the knowledge of 
sin or law. The Tree of Knowledge represents the system of 

moral principles and obedience as the key to being like 
God. The problem, however, is that this knowledge also 

causes guilt and condemnation in mankind’s conscience. 
Through this perspective, humans are convinced they are 
not as perfect as God is, and therefore must work to 

overcome their lack. This perspective is the corresponding 
opposite to the Tree of Life. 

 
So, here was the choice presented to Adam. The Tree of 
Life would provide his identity as a person living inside of 

the person of Jesus, while the Tree of Knowledge would 
cause him to see himself as a separate self from God, 

trying to live by law, principles, and commandments. The 
latter, God had warned, would result in death, or separated 
in his mind from God, and trying to live outside of the Life 

of God. Adam, seeing the two opposites (3), made his 
choice, and humanity has suffered the generational 

consequences of that choice ever since.  
 
Thankfully, however, through Jesus, we are free to still 

make the choice for ourselves. We can choose to see 



 

19 

 

ourselves as separate from God, needing to become like 
Him (the lie) or already in union with God through Jesus. If 

we chose Life or Christ, then we have life as God intended, 
full and complete. Christ lives our life, not us (Gal. 2:20). If 

we do not choose Christ, then we must live our lives trying 
to measure up, trying to be like God, through managing 
our sin, living in pretension, which is like a psychosis. 

 
This book is about making that choice. Which perspective 

or bias is the way God intended us to live and relate to 
Him? Which way best lines up with what He says in His 
Word? What follows is in ways the story of my own choice 

in more detail. Each of us chooses which bias or what I call 
a “paradigm” to live by. It is not a matter of trying to 

reconcile the two perspectives into one, the thing that 
theologians have been trying to do for centuries, but 
trusting that one of these perspectives or opposites best 

represents the truth of what God says in His Word. Do not 
be surprised if you do not see the other perspective or 

paradigm at first, but you will as you are willing to receive 
it.   

 
 
 

 
1. Kendra Cherry, What is Cognitive Bias?          

www.verywellmind.com, updated 7/19/20.  
2. Jeff Desjardins, 24-cognitive biases that are 

warping your perception of reality, 

www.visualcapitalist.com, 2/28/19.   
3. See Appendix C, "The Two Perspectives of Life" 
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Chapter 1 
Paradigm Shift 

 
 

Paradigm   
Noun- a typical example or pattern of something; a model.             

- a worldview underlying the theories and methodology of a 
particular scientific subject.             Oxford Dictionaries  
 

As a young boy, my worldview of God was full of 
unknowns. Where was He, who was He? Could I know Him, 

or was that knowledge only for adults? After all, they were 
the ones who read the stories of God to you at bedtime and 
Sunday School. For a young boy, a God who was all 

powerful, all knowing, and could be everywhere, was more 
than I could comprehend. I was told the best approach was 

to fear and respect Him, because you could be “zapped” if 
you did not.  
  

I was taught God had a love/hate relationship with His 
creation. He created the world, but if it did not act like He 

wanted, He would destroy it. He did it once, and He will do 
it again. The Bible was one story after another of Him, 
taking out His wrath on a rebellious world. The world was 

like a project, His laboratory where He allowed some things 
to happen, and not others to see if people would love Him. 

The Bible said He loved the world, but it was conditional. 
You got His love if you loved Him back.   
 

I learned the most important thing to God was my 
obedience, because to obey is better than sacrifice (1 

Sam.15:22). My summer Bible Club teacher made us sing 
the song Trust and obey, for there is no other way, 

insisting it was the guiding principle for our lives (1). 
Because doing what He wanted was the way to please Him, 
it became my life's ambition to be the most faithful servant 

I could be. After all, He sacrificed His own Son for my sake. 
It was the least I could do to pay Him back. 
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The paradigm I was taught for how the world operated was 
basically I lived in the world, and God was in “space”, or 

“up there” apart from me. His home was heaven, and He 
promised someday I would go there to live with Him. Until 

then, our homes, our worlds, were different, separated. We 
would sing the folksy hymn in church, This world is not my 
home, I’m just a passing through (2) as a reminder of our 

ultimate destination and goal. As I said in My Journey, I 
learned that the affairs of the world were a disdain to God, 

so my motivation was not to be too “worldly”, or in love 
with it, to prove to Him I was worthy of heaven. I had to 
show Him I could be the happiest having little in life. Being 

poor for God’s sake was a high value. 
 

But more than trying to be obedient and holy, the greatest 
struggle in growing up was to be sure I knew the perfect 
will of God for my life. Blessings and success in life could 

only come inside of fulfilling what God had for me to 
accomplish. A great reward in heaven was waiting for me if 

I chose to do His will. But what was it? The only possibility 
I knew was to give my life in full-time Christian ministry. I 

perceived serving in His church was the ultimate way 
anyone could do His “perfect will”. But still, the constant 
nagging in my conscience was how did I know exactly what 

that entailed? Would it mean being a pastor, missionary, or 
Christian teacher? For that, I had to be sure I had heard 

Him correctly. Everything hinged on listening for His clues 
through prayer, meditation, memorization of scripture, and 
even fasting. I filled countless prayer journals tracking 

what I thought were the messages from God. 
 

One day I heard a Christian conference speaker suggest a 
different way to hear God and know His will. It came from 
watching how Jesus did it. He said Jesus did nothing nor 

said anything, unless He viewed God doing it or heard Him 
say it. Jesus said, The Son can do nothing of Himself, but 

what He sees the Father do (Jn. 5:19-20). Here was a 
statement by Jesus I had read many times, but suddenly it 
was profound. A different paradigm in my orientation to 
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God began to reveal itself. Jesus said it was not about what 
He could do to serve the Father, it was about what the 

Father was doing and Jesus joining Him. He ardently 
watched for what the Father was already doing and what 

He was saying. His ministry was a showcase of the Father’s 
work in the world. 
 

This was revolutionary! I suddenly realized I was not the 
center of the universe, God is. I am not here in this world, 

aiming to fear God in heaven and do what I think He wants 
me to do here on earth. The earth IS His world. Heaven 
and Earth exist together. He exists here now, and I am 

only part of what He is already doing. God is at work in His 
creation, accomplishing what He desires. Jesus was not 

sent to this world to perfectly do the Father’s will. He was 
sent to demonstrate how to align with the Father’s heart 
and will. Jesus did not have to agonize whether He was 

doing the “perfect will” of the Father, He simply kept His 
eyes and ears on the Father. Where and what was Father 

up to each day? Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can 
do nothing of Himself...for whatever He (the Father) does, 

the Son also does in like manner (Ibid, parentheses mine). 
This was His framework for life and ministry. 
 

Some years later, this alternant paradigm was even more 
confirmed to me when I read Henry Blackaby’s book 

entitled Experiencing God (3). For me, it was monumental, 
and I used the workbook version to help others discover 
this same viewpoint on life and God. The critical question I 

and most other believers asked was, “How can I know the 
will of God for my life?” Blackaby points out this is the 

wrong question. The question should be “Where is God 
working and how can I join Him?” Again, our worldview of 
God needs to change. It is not about us; it is about God. It 

is His world, not ours. It is not about me and what I need 
to do for God, it is about God and what He wants to do 

through me. I will find God’s will for my life when I choose 
to accept and join Him in what He is doing. 
 

As I began to practice this new orientation with God in my 
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own life and ministry, I discovered it went against 
everything I had been taught in Sunday school, Bible 

college, and seminary. I was thoroughly trained in the view 
that God and His creation are separate. I reside in the 

world, while God resides in heaven. Life is about trying to 
appease God and doing what He says while in this world. It 
is about following the principles as expressed in the Bible, 

to please Him, so that ultimately, I could live with Him in 
eternity, or heaven. As a minister, I realized that most 

believers expected you to be fully experienced in how this 
system works. You faithfully preach this paradigm every 
Sunday, so it makes sense to them even if you understood 

something different. How could I help them shift their 
paradigm? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1. Trust and Obey, lyrics by Jon Sammis, 1887,   

music by Daniel Towner.    
2. This World is not my Home, Lyrics, and music by           

Albert E. Brumley, 1943.   
3. Henry Blackaby, Experiencing God, B&H Books, 

an expanded version published 2008.   
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Chapter 2 

Paradigms In Conflict 
 
 

A few years ago, I read a mind-blowing book by Father 
Stephen Freeman, an Orthodox priest, which opened the 

door to my understanding of the other worldview paradigm. 
It was like throwing open the window curtains to a bright, 
sunny day. In this book Everywhere Present, he shows how 

Christianity early on adopted the Greek philosophical view 
of a “two story universe” (1). For the Greeks, the universe 

had two levels, the lower being earth, the upper heaven. 
Freeman calls this the “secularization” of our world, and it 
became the normative paradigm in Christian theology. It 

even influenced how the Hebrew and Greek scriptures were 
translated and laid the framework for Christian doctrine 

(2). According to this view, God lives in the spiritual space, 
while man lives in the physical, and the two are always 
separate. When Paul says,... His invisible attributes are 

clearly seen...by the things that are made... (Rom.1:20), 
the secularized view is that creation is God’s handiwork, it 

has His fingerprints all over it. However, to say God can 
actually be seen in His creation would be heretical and in 
conflict with the established, “divided” or separated 

Christian paradigm.  
 

You can see an illustration into this historical mindset when 
Paul visited Greece on his second missionary journey. In 
Athens, he visited the famous Areopagus, or Mars Hill, 

where the noted Greek philosophers of the time debated 
their ideas on the world and “strange deities”. Observing an 

altar with the inscription, “To the unknown god”, Paul 
boldly proclaimed, (this God) you worship in ignorance 

is...not far from each one of us, for in Him we live, move 
and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For 
we also are His children’. (Acts 17:23-28, NASB, 

parentheses mine). For Paul, this unidentified, unknown 
God is the source of our being. We come out of Him and 

live as manifestations of His presence in the natural, 
physical realm, just as children are the manifestation of 
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their father. He understood the omnipresence of God, just 
as King David when he penned the words, Where can I go 

from Your Spirit...you formed my inward parts 
(Ps.139:7,13). Paul’s universe was not separate. The 

physical and spiritual exist together. He saw himself living 
in Christ as of His flesh and of His bones. (Eph.5:30) (3).  
 

This understanding of how Christianity was "secularized" 
further correlated with my reading of Norman Grubb. 

Grubb is not a familiar name among mainstream Christian 
authors, because his theology appears to be universalistic 
(4). He is also considered a mystic in the line of Jacob 

Boehme and William Law, because he espouses our lives 
are actually one with Christ. His “union life” teaching is laid 

out in his principal book entitled Yes, I AM, which I have 
had to read multiple times to grasp its depth.  
 

Grubb’s worldview is seen in the simple way he signed his 
books, Not God first, God only. He believed God is “all in 

all”, the essence of all creation. Modern Christianity teaches 
that we need to put God first in our lives, but Grubb says, 

He is our life. However, for many Christians, this assertion 
is pantheistic, the belief that everything is God, and 
therefore man is God. Grubb clearly distinguishes himself 

as not a pantheist, but a “panentheist”, meaning God is IN 
all creation. Creation is not God, but it exhibits God, as 

Paul declared in Rom.1:20. Man is not God, but God is a 
man, the manifestation of God, as even Jesus proclaimed, 
He who has seen Me has seen the Father, (Jn.14:9). Man is 

God’s predetermined vessel, His one creation designed to 
reveal His Personhood. God breathed into some dirt, and it 

became a human with God’s image and likeness; a “living 
soul”, the union of God’s Spirit and physical flesh. Man 
appearing in a flesh body is how God is revealed and 

known to the rest of creation.  
 

With this paradigm, the scriptures now came alive and 
made more sense to me, the chief of which is John 14. 
Jesus did not die and ascend to heaven to prepare a 
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“mansion” for me to occupy someday. He died on the cross 
to redeem or recover me as God’s vessel, the rightful place 

for He and God to live in now, here on earth. God and 
Christ want to...come and make Our home with him (me). 

(Jn.14:1-3, 20, 23 parentheses and emphasis mine). Our 
human flesh has always been the intended “home” for God. 
We are His living temples, branches, earthen pots, the 

living stones in which He and Jesus are meant to dwell. 
How else can He be known as a Person to His creation if He 

is not revealed through us Ppersons (5)? John 14:20 is one 
of the key verses of this alternate paradigm and how the 
rest of scripture is to be interpreted.  

 
As mentioned previously, another scripture that profoundly 

took on a new meaning to me is Colossians 1:27. In that 
verse, Paul declares his mission was...the preaching...of 
the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and 

generations...which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
(Emphasis mine). Suddenly, when I read that verse, it was 

like I had read it for the first time. It significantly changed 
my ministry and how I understood my personal identity 

and meaning in life. Christ did not dwell only partly in me, 
as only in my heart or spirit, but all of Him lives in all of 
me. I am His body, His temple, the branch attached to 

Him. He “abides” in me here and now. God predetermined 
that I and Christ share the same form, which is me, my 

flesh. This is how Romans 8:29 should be understood. It is 
a mystery beyond any logical reasoning, but is true and 
exactly how God planned it. We will explore more on this 

powerful truth in later chapters. 
 

 
 
 

1. Stephen Freeman, Everywhere Present:  
Christianity in a One-Story Universe, Conciliar 

Media, January 30, 2012.  
2. The two-story universe worldview was firmly 

established in Christian doctrine by the 
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Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. It is expressed in 
the Nicene Creed.      

3.  Curiously, some early Greek manuscripts, like  
the NU, have preferred to leave this verse out  

of the text.  
4. The belief that all humankind will eventually be    
    saved. Christian universalism would insist that   

    Christ's atonement did cover everyone's sins,   
    cf. Universalism - Wikipedia.  

5. Daniel Yordy uses the invented word  
    “Ppersons” in his writing in Symmorphy 1:  
     Purpose (Foundations of Symmorphy), Christ  

     Revealed Bible Institute, to illustrate            
     the union of God and man. He bases it on  

     Paul’s unique, Greek word σύμμορφος, Eng.  
     symmorphos, accurately translated, “sharing  
     the same form”. See Rom. 8:29; Phil. 3:21. 
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Chapter 3  

God All in All 
 

 

It was not that long ago that I considered the phrase “God 
all in all” a new age idea. After all, any teaching that held 

to a present union of divinity and nature was always 
suspicious and considered non-Christian. It was in stark 
contrast to what I believed about God and His relationship 

to His creation. But then, I discovered that God actually 
said it, not once, but several times (1). If He said it, what 

kept me from believing it?   
 
If we understand that we are living as Jesus, we must 

acknowledge the paradigm of God being all here and now 
in the natural world. We must be willing to let go of 

transcendence theology (2) as the predominant Christian 
viewpoint (3) and return to the perspective at the heart of 
Paul’s “mystery” gospel, Christ in us, the hope of glory 

(Col.1:27). Paul’s theology puts God back as the central 
core of man’s being, and not as a far away, not here now, 

ruler of the universe. His gospel of our life as Christ (Gal. 
2:20) stands in dramatic opposition to the gospel of 
sacrifice and obedience to a distant God (Gal.2:7-8).  

 
Paul teaches God is the source of our being, that 

everything exists through Him (Acts 17:28, Rom. 11:36). 
He said, there is one God and Father of all, who is overall, 
through all, and in all (Eph. 4:6 CLNT). In the same way, 

Paul also maintained we exist in and through Jesus, 
because He is included in the Father (1 Cor. 8:6-7). Jesus 

is also how all humanity will return to the recognition of 
God as all in all (1 Cor.15:28; 2 Cor. 5:18).  

 
Why wasn’t I taught Paul’s gospel?! How did I, and all my 
teachers, overlook this perspective on man and God? It 

became evident to me that a “different gospel” prevailed 
over my mind (Gal.1:6-9). It was a gospel of obedience to 

a holy and other God, a gospel of Christ plus works, a 
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gospel of heaven as the goal (4). That gospel was the way 
most Christians were taught to believe in God. It holds God 

created man to be His faithful servant to carry out His 
kingdom priorities on earth in return for a blessed reward 

in heaven. Until the Spirit opened my eyes to another 
perspective, I held firm to this traditional view. It took a 
“renewing of my mind” to fully accept that there is another 

way to know God, not only as my creator, but also the 
essence of my life.  

 
The other gospel says we must seek God with all our 
hearts, because He does not live in this world of darkness. 

It teaches us that God will bless us if we follow His laws 
and principles. It is from the idea that God is holy, while 

man is sinful, and the only way we can be fully joined with 
God is to obtain the salvation ticket that transports us to 
heaven after death. Getting to leave this physical body and 

going to heaven and not hell has been the essential “hope” 
of modern Christianity. Billy Graham was perhaps the most 

popular champion of this theology with his evangelistic 
appeal to repent and receive Jesus’ gift of salvation to have 

eternal life, meaning going to heaven.   
 
But Paul’s gospel is the truth that we have never been 

separate from God. Man has and always is in union with 
God, he JUST DOESN’T KNOW IT! He has no existence 

apart from God, but lives inside of God, and all of God lives 
in all of him. While all things are not God, they are God 
made visible. Let me say it again, man is not God, but God 

is revealed in man. If anything does not contain all of God, 
then God is finite and not God (5). All things were made 

through Him (Christ), and without Him nothing was made 
that was made. (Jn.1:3, parentheses mine).  
 

Not only is God visible in His creation, but all creation is 
upheld or sustained by the Word of his power (Heb.1:3, 

Col. 1:17). Jesus, being that Word, is the constant 
speaking-forth of Father God, the expression of the Father 
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that makes up our life. We will talk more about this later, 
but for now it is important to know that as the image and 

likeness of God, man is Jesus expressed or revealed. We 
live in and as Him. God “pro-determined” that man would 

share the same form as Christ (Rom. 8:29). That does not 
mean we look like Jesus in His earthly form, but He looks 
like us in our many, many, different shapes, and 

personalities. We are all unique, multi-faceted revelations 
of the Father, because He needs millions of Ppersons to 

express His boundless, invisible nature; to show His heart, 
the core of His being.  
 

I see now, to believe that God is separate, or apart from 
His creation, is an impossible belief. How can anything exist 

unless it is both inside of and filled with God? What I held 
onto was a falsehood, a lie, and we will explore more on 
the origin of that lie in the coming chapters. What I needed 

was a proper knowledge of the Father, as all in all, which 
can only come through faith, particularly in Jesus. I must 

approach God as the center of my being through the 
admission of something deep within me that knows what is 

true. That Word, the word of faith, deep in my heart, is 
waiting to be confessed from my mouth, “Jesus, You are 
my life. I have no other life. I repent and renounce the 

falsehood that I am separate from you.” (Mark 1:15; Rom. 
10:8-10,11:36). “I receive you as my life.” (Jn. 1:12). 

“Jesus, you are my true identity.” (Col. 3:3,4,11).  
 
 

 
 

 
 

1. See Appendix A, God All in All Scriptures.   

2. Transcendence means God is above, other than, 
and distinct from all He has created - He 

transcends it all,    
https://www.theopedia.com/transcendence-of-
god . 
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     3. The Nicene Council in 325AD established that God  

              is in heaven and that Christ has left the earth to   
              remain with God until He returns. (See chapter 2,  

              footnote 2).   
 4.  The central point of my evangelism training was  
              to ask another person, "If you die tonight, where  

              Would you wake up, in heaven or hell?"  
 5.  Daniel Yordy, The Feast of Tabernacles, Chapter  

              14, “A Second Passover”, CreateSpace  
              Independent Publishing Platform, September 12,  
              2014.   
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Chapter 4 
Who Am I? 

 
 

As a pastor, serving in the organized Christian church, my 
heart was in ministering to the men. My philosophy was 

that men were the leaders, the influencers, and the heads 
of their homes. Eventually, as they were strong, so was 
“my” church. For almost 40 years, I carried out all the 

expectations of pastoral ministry, but it was the men that I 
sought to make complete, thoroughly equipped for every 

good work (2 Tim. 3:17). My mission was to make them 
“better men” or spiritually mature according to the model 
of Jesus.  

  
The common strategy to produce better men involved 

getting them to apply scripture to their lives through the 
disciplines of Bible study, discipleship “step” programs, and 
meeting in small, accountability groups (1). The level of 

spiritual maturity depended not only on which discipleship 
program they had completed, but also how many. As the 

Men’s Ministry Pastor in the large church I served, my job 
was to ensure that every man participated in these group 
studies (2). But no matter the quality or quantity of the 

programs, the question remained, how would you know if 
they had reached the goal of being a better man like Jesus? 

Men were still struggling with addictions, having trouble in 
their marriages, or having problems with work. Their 
dysfunction told me a deeper issue was at stake.  

 
Along with the many step programs, I also sought to 

involve men in conference environments where they could 
hear motivating speakers and engage in manly worship 

experiences. One of these early conference events was 
called Promise Keepers, where thousands of men filled local 
stadiums to be challenged to keep critical promises to God 

and others. “PK” became the model for how men could be 
motivated to climb the spiritual step ladder of becoming 

like Christ. To provide more PK-style opportunities for men 
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in our own church and churches of Northwest America, I 

and some other men formed a ministry organization called 
NW Men's Coalition. Our goal was to host these 

conferences and build a “coalition” of churches that would 
make ministry to men a top priority. But after hosting 
several conferences, working long hours in preparation, 

and spending much money, I felt we were still missing 
something. We offered men outstanding ways to become 

better husbands and fathers, handle their addictions, and 
become leaders in ministry, but did they come closer to 
knowing Jesus and who they were in Him? As I mentioned 

in the INTRODUCTION, this was confirmed in my spirit 
when I heard a national ministry director say, "The men 

coming to your conferences do not know Jesus any better 
when they leave than when they came". I do not know if 
anyone else heard it the way I did, but I knew what God 

was saying through him to me (3).  
 

The Lord showed me that the central issue in men’s lives 
was not trying to become better men, but authentically 

knowing Jesus and who we are as expressions of Him 
(Heb.2:10-12). A person’s core identity is the real issue. 
No matter what self-help or recovery program people have 

gone through, if they have not discovered their essential 
identity as a son/daughter of a loving Father God, 

expressed as Jesus, they will likely always fail to be the 
people they aspire to be. David Eckman states, How we 
view ourselves will determine our ability to handle sin. This 

is why I believe self-image is a critical reality. How you 
view yourself will determine the quality of your moral life 

(4). He goes on to describe the issue as not having the 
correct “picture album” of God and ourselves to carry 
around under our arms. What do we see in our imagination 

of who God is and how He sees us? That determines our 
identity and how well we handle life. 

 
Helping people improve their lives without coming to grips 
with this critical reality only ends in frustration and failure. 
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Most recovery and self-help programs have only worsened 
the problem. For example, the standard introduction in 

most AA meetings is, “Hello, I am John Doe, alcoholic.” 
With this disclosure, participants identify themselves by 

their addiction, or self-story, and not who they really are. 
This unknowingly holds them in a false bondage and 
prevents them from seeing the truth about themselves 

according to what God says. God does not identify us by 
our dysfunction, culture, sin, or even our own self-belief. 

He has removed sin and accusation as the tag words on our 
life. Whether we know it or not, we have all been “saved”; 
we are all conformed to the image of Jesus and are now His 

glorious sons and daughters in Christ (1 Cor. 15:21,22; 
Rom. 8:29; Eph. 2:4-8). How important it is to realize 

these facts and identify ourselves as how God sees and 
describes us. It was with a firm conviction that I could say 
to men broken by their addiction to porn, drugs, or alcohol, 

“You do not have a (whatever) problem, you have an 
identity problem. You do not know who you are.”    

 
Our Christian teaching has for too long put the emphasis on 

the sin problem or on man’s own independent self-story. 
The old paradigm of separation from God, especially 
through sin, has made managing ourselves the main task 

in life. Christian disciplines are all about managing the flesh 
so that we can be who we are supposed to be. But God 

says sin or condemnation is no longer the issue (Rom.6:11; 
8:1). Sin is not believing the truth of our union with God in 
Jesus (Heb.10:2,22). It is living in the false narrative that 

we are without God in our lives and must work to restore 
that fellowship. A classic illustration is how we use 1 John 

1:9 as the “forgiveness soap”, as if it were the means of 
washing away sins and restoring our fellowship with God. 
That is not exactly what the apostle John meant by those 

words. How can we ever not be in fellowship with God, who 
is our breath and life, unless it is in our minds? Jesus was 

and is always the propitiation for our sins, but we must 
believe it for ourselves. How grieved I felt one day when I 
tried to explain to a sweet, little lady that Jesus lived in 

her. She responded, “How can He if I am a sinner?” 



 

36 

 

This is why Jesus said, you shall know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free (Jn.8:32). The Truth is Jesus. He is 

who we need to know. Knowing Him and the facts of His 
life living through us is the greatest liberating secret in the 

universe. Our goal is not to become better people, but to 
know who we are in Him. He is our life, our identity. He is 
the risen One, the victorious One whose Life flows out of us 

like rivers of living water (Jn. 7:38). If we believe this 
Truth, our moral issues fall away, and we are free to be 

who we truly are. 
 
 

 
 

 
1. Everything in discipleship ministry is about 
 becoming spiritually mature. One of the 

 popular discipleship curricula I used is the 
 Navigators 2:7 study, which emphasizes          

 prayer, scripture, meditation, memorization,       
 and evangelism.  

2. As part of my 24 years as associate pastor at 
 New Hope Community Church, I was the 
 Men’s Ministry Pastor for approximately fifteen 

 of those years.    
3. Spoken to an annual gathering of leaders 

 associated with Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s 
 Equipping Conferences, Chicago, August 2014. 
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Chapter 5 

The Cup of Coffee 
 
  

As God opened my eyes to my union with Him, I eagerly 
sought to find more books and writers that would further 

my knowledge in this alternate theological paradigm. I felt 
especially free to explore and discuss what I had found 
after leaving my role as associate pastor in the institutional 

church. It was like opening a forbidden treasure trove of 
fresh revelation into my relationship with Christ. One of 

those authors I have mentioned previously is Norman 
Grubb (1), and the first article I read by him is entitled The 
Key to Everything adapted from his book The Liberating 

Secret. I was curious to know this “key”. What was it? 
 

In this article, Grubb says, As the Scriptures say, ‘The 
whole earth is full of His glory.' They say that Christ 
ascended ‘that He might fill all things.’ If He fills all things, 

all things are containers of Him (2). There it was. The key 
or secret is that all God’s creations are containers, vessels 

for His glory. Look at the birds, flowers, even the rocks, 
they all reveal the creative genius of God. Grubb goes on, 
...the rest of creation can contain manifestations of God; 

we (humans) can contain God as a Person (parentheses 
mine). 

 
Only I, as a living person, having a heart, mind, and will, is 
designed to contain God’s divine Person. I am His 

marvelously created container showing off His living 
personality. Here was the key to understanding my life in 

Christ. How does He live in me? What part is His, what part 
mine? This metaphor helps me know what I am. God is all 

in all, and I am divinely created through Christ, sustained 
by His Word, and expressed as His container, vessel, or 
temple. As Paul declared, …we have this treasure in 

earthen vessels (2 Cor. 4:7). We are the weak, cracked, 
clay jars filled with the life and glory of God in Christ.   
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But what made this revelation even clearer was Grubb’s 
simple analogy in his book entitled Yes, I AM. There he 

uses the analogy of “the cup of coffee” to describe our lives 
in union with God (3). I am His coffee cup, He is the 

“coffee”. When you and I look at a cup of coffee, our 
attention is not on the cup, but what is in it. We do not say, 
“Oh, that’s a nice cup”. No, we say, “Oh, that’s a nice cup 

of coffee”. We may say it is a fantastic or even a bad cup of 
coffee. But none of those descriptions refer to the actual 

cup itself, only to what it contains. 
 
In God's plan, our lives as His cups are not distinct from 

what they contain. Our cups or containers are created to 
have no nature of their own. That is, because cups can 

never take God’s glory for themselves, they are glorified 
only by Him in the cup. You can have the nicest looking 
coffee cup in the world, but it can still be a bad cup of 

coffee. It is still known by what it contains. But is the cup 
important? Does the cup have its own life? Is the cup vital 

to the relationship? Yes, definitely. Our lives are how God is 
revealed, and without them, God is not glorified or 

recognized by the rest of His creation. Unlike the 
inanimate, solid coffee cup, we are living beings with our 
own personality. Yet, we are not two types of matter or 

separate from God but enjoy a mysterious union with Him 
as one - the head and the body, the branch, and the vine. 

Is there ever a clear distinction between the two? It is a 
paradox how two can be one. It is called “Spiritual Math”, 
one plus one equals one. No matter how you add it up, the 

Bible says we are always ONE (Jn. 17:21). While the cup is 
not God, God is known by the cup. It is Christ who fills all 

things, and it is Christ that flows out of our innermost 
being. Can you divide the head from the body? Never. The 
head is always part of the body, and vice versa. This is why 

Paul calls it a “mystery” (Col.1:27). 
 

Not only are our containers known by what is inside, they 
can also only hold one entity or deity spirit at a time. After 
Adam and Eve decided to eat off the tree of knowledge, 
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Satan was allowed to fill their lives with his own lying, spirit 
of error. After that choice, the Bible says humans were 

dead in trespasses and sin, in which you once 
walked...according to...the spirit who now works in the 

sons of disobedience. (Eph. 2:1-2). As the first progenitor 
of humanity, Adam's decision to give over his container to 
the deceiver subsequently made all generations after him 

predisposed to that same condition. Every man from the 
first Adam on was born with this spirit in his container. 

 
But is this still true today? No, thanks to Jesus, who 
through the cross redeemed (repurchased) the rights to 

our vessels. Satan’s rights through Adam were revoked, 
cancelled, wiped out!  Everyone after the cross has now 

been born with this new option. They can still live with the 
old, false contents in their cup, or accept the new, rightful, 
Spirit of Truth. The fact is they are saved, redeemed by 

Christ, and returned to the Father, but they simply do not 
know it. This is the meaning behind Jesus’ declaration that 

we need to be “born again”. We need to realize the Truth, 
that Jesus is the rightful owner and filler of our cups. When 

we agree to receive Him as the rightful owner of our 
vessels, the spirit of error, who lives there only by deceit, is 
expelled, and we experience the joy of the new wine, the 

refreshing of the “living water”.   
 

Coffee cups are made for coffee. This is their intended 
purpose and identity. But the problem has always been 
that the cup wants to be noticed - be its own self. The cup 

wants to be recognized for itself, not what it contains. The 
former indweller, spirit of error, was all about being his 

own self, and therefore convinced us as containers that we 
could also be our own independent self. He would have us 
believe the cup is separate from the coffee. But this sets up 

a conflict. The union mystery does not work when you have 
two selves competing - that is essentially the picture that 

modern Christianity has shown us. It is the illusionary 
battle between two selves, the righteous man (Jesus) 
striving to expel the evil one (Satan). In the next chapter, 
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we will talk more about this problematic viewpoint and find 
the key to the ultimate liberating secret - there is no such 

thing as an independent self.   
 

 
 
 

1. You can find most of Grubb's books on 
 Amazon or from Zerubbabel Press. You can 

 also find many of his video teachings on 
 YouTube.   
2. Norman Grubb, The Key to Everything, p.4   

3. Norman Grubb, Yes, I Am, Zerubbabel Press. 
 Kindle Edition, Location 1163-1167.  
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Chapter 6 

No Independent Self 
 
  

One of the primary truths I learned from Grubb is that 
there is no such thing as my life being independent of God 

(1). I believe it is the most liberating fact in all the 
universe. Why? Because most of my life, in traditional 
western Christianity, I was taught God and I were two 

separate entities, and therefore I was always trying to 
conform my life to His. I was told I had to “deny myself” so 

that His self could reign in me. This meant I was always at 
war inside over who would get the right to “sit on the 
throne of my heart”, me or Jesus? (2). My enemy became 

my own self, because it seemed to always want to do 
things its own way, not God’s.   

 
Western Christianity has taught us that man has two 
natures, one that is Godlike and the other bent toward sin. 

The most devastating phrases in Christian slang are, “I am 
just a sinner saved by grace”, and “Christians are not 

perfect, just forgiven”. In other words, even though I may 
be born again and filled with God’s Spirit, I still live with a 
sinful nature that keeps me from living correctly. Inwardly, 

part of me is at odds with God, and there is no hope that I 
will ever be fully like Him until I die. So, it was believed 

that anyone who claimed they could live free from their 
sinful, “flesh” nature was terribly deceived. 
 

Is this truly the way God has determined I live? The answer 
I learned and passionately taught was that people needed 

to so completely “walk in the Spirit” that they basically had 
no time or room for “fleshly” behavior. In other words, they 

should strive to live so holy they overcome any desire to 
sin. But that still leaves a person with the constant striving 
within themselves. They still must minimize their sin 

nature, which means their Christianity is about 
performance and effort. The phrase, Who will deliver me 

from this body of death? is their secret, desperate cry 
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(Rom. 7:24). Only Jesus, it is said, can help us escape this 
constant battle by giving us the ticket to another life after 

death. 
 

This is why Grubb’s assertion that there is no such thing as 
an independent self is so liberating. If I do not have 
another self, that frees me from the tyranny of a battle 

between my two competing natures. The self that I think is 
my own nature does not exist, because there is only ONE 

self in all the universe, and that is God (Ex. 3:14; Isa. 
45:5). I am only a neutral container designed to reveal the 
ONE true “I Am”. To believe that my I or my own nature as 

a vessel is independent of God is an illusion. I have no self 
of my own in competition with God. My self is actually God 

in me. To believe it is possible to be my own self means 
pretending, living a lie. It is the greatest psychosis known 
to humanity; a constant battle to try to live up to who I 

believe I should be, or who I do not want to be. The 
present-day counseling industry thrives on this illusion. 

 
But where did this lie come from? Where did humanity get 

the idea that they could be an independent self from God? 
Does the phrase, ...you will be like God... ring any bells? 
(Gen.1:5). The first man, Adam, agreed to the proposition 

by the great deceiver Satan that he could be like God, 
when in reality he was already like God. Adam was created 

in the image and likeness of God. His body of dirt contained 
the breath and life of God. He was the manifestation of 
God’s self in a dirt vessel or human flesh. But Adam was 

not enthralled with being the image of God but was 
enamored with the perfection and beauty of Satan (Ezek. 

28:12), (3). He agreed to the foolishness that He could be 
like God through having the same omniscience as God.  He 
accepted this “spirit of error” into his container, the lie that 

he was an independent self and could learn to be the same 
as God through self-guided, infinite knowledge. It was a 

“tragic illusion” (4). 
 
Satan, we know from scripture, is the most deluded being 

in God's creation (Isa.14:12-14). He chose to believe that 
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he could be more than just a brilliantly created being for 
God’s glory, but instead, be independent of God, having his 

own glory or self. He is the epitome of the most “self for 
self” being in the universe, and he deceived Adam into 

going along with his ruse. His so-called independence is the 
source for all mankind’s thinking that they are also 
independent of God. But the reality is, there is no such 

thing. Can there be any other existence than being in God? 
To believe there can be is a lie, darkness, or death. Satan 

lied to Adam, which is not surprising, since he was himself 
living in this psychosis. He was lying that Adam would not 
die when death is the only logical description for anything 

apart from God.    
 

When I realized I was not in a battle between my two self-
natures, I felt a tremendous release (5)! I no longer had to 
battle my other nature, called the flesh, because that 

nature is not me. The Bible declares I am not two selves, 
but ONE with God (1 Cor. 6:17). This is why Jesus said we 

must deny our self, the self that does not exist 
(Mat.16:24). God also says my illusionary self does not 

exist because it was crucified with Christ, and my only life 
now is Jesus (Gal. 2:20). Jesus died to destroy the lie, the 
curse of independent thinking, called the “old man”. I am 

free and ONE in Him (Jn. 14:20). I am His container, His 
vessel. I am His branch living in the mystery of union with 

Him. I am his masterpiece, showing off His nature and 
handiwork, not mine. 
 

But what about sin and sinful behavior? Does it still exist? 
Does my flesh still try to lure me into the false narrative of 

being in competition with God? Yes, it does, but now I 
know it is not me doing it. Paul discovered this fact when 
he felt the urge to sin; he realized it was not his own flesh. 

He said, ...it is no longer I who do it, but Sin (6) that 
dwells in me (Rom. 7:17, emphasis mine). It was not Paul's 

own flesh battling against him, it was someone or 
something other than himself. If it were not him, he could 
put it off, resist it, and make it flee, since it did not belong 



 

44 

 

to him. Furthermore, Paul declared that we are free from 
that power, the lie, by the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 

(Rom. 8:2) He and I now live together in the Spirit of 
freedom, being ONE with God’s self. Sin is no longer an 

issue, and I will show you why in the next section.   
 
 

 
 

 
1. Norman Grubb, No Independent Self,      

Zerubbabel Press, 2013  

2. Campus Crusade, now known as CRU, produced a 
small booklet entitled The Spirit Filled Life, in 

which our lives are depicted as a chamber with a 
chair in the middle. The question was who would 
sit in the chair, me, or Jesus?  

3. Remember, this is the characterization of Satan 
before he was cursed to be a snake. For more on 

this see footnote #3 in Chapter 20.   
4. Dennis D, The Tragic Illusion,         

https://nwmenscoalition.wordpress.com, 
5/4/2018  

5. Dennis D, My Liberating Discovery,         

https://nwmenscoalition.wordpress.com, 
2/14/2017  

6. Notice Paul gives “Sin” an independent identity. 
Most translations capitalize the word to 
emphasize its personality as Satan.   
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PART 2 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 The Sin Issue 
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Chapter 7 
Guilt And Shame 

 
 

One of my greatest challenges as a young Christian was 
how to manage sin. In my religious community the 

objective was to not sin, so that meant abstaining from any 
activity or association labeled evil or worldly. Even though 
those activities looked like fun, and my friends enjoyed 

them (like school dances and parties), they were off limits 
for me if I were to maintain my “holiness” (1). 

 
But just because I chose not to participate with my friends 
did not mean I was not envious. In my heart, I wanted to 

join them, but showing that I could abstain proved my love 
for God’s laws was greater. But that produced a 

contradiction in me, a hypocrisy. I had to pretend that I did 
not have the same passions or desires as my friends. Later 
in life, that hypocrisy got harder to maintain, as the “lusts” 

of this world became stronger (1 Jn. 3:17). Although I 
somehow managed to keep myself holy on the outside, 

inside I was in a different space.  
 
As I began my ministerial career, I realized that knowing 

how to manage sin was the chief concern, especially among 
Christian men. They could “white knuckle it” in staying 

pure morally on the surface, but that did not stop their 
thoughts or deep desires. It did not help that according to 
Jesus, if you just have the thought, you have already 

committed the sin (Matt. 5:28). Many men simply could not 
keep up the battle and succumbed to the forces within. If 

they did manage to keep up the appearance of moral 
freedom, it only meant they were skilled pretenders and 

hypocrites. 
 
I eagerly searched for the Biblical answer to this issue. 

What did it say about how to manage sin in our lives? I  
was sure God did not mean for his people to live with this 

constant struggle of resisting their inner desires. One 
school of thought I came across seemed to offer some 
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hope. It is found in Paul’s teaching on the Law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus from his letter to the Romans (Rom. 

8:2). The premise is that man has the choice to operate in 
either of two spiritual laws, one greater than the other. For 

example, in the physical realm, the law of gravity pulls 
everyone to earth, but there is a greater law called the 
principle of aerodynamics that enables us to overcome the 

power of gravity. An airplane lifting off a runway is an 
example of one physical law superseding the other. In the 

spiritual world, the uplifting law of the Spirit supersedes the 
downward pull of the law of sin. If you can employ the law 
of the Spirit, you can freely “soar” over sin like an eagle 

(Isa. 40:28), (2). But that means you must learn to soar 
and stay in the Spirit. If you stop, you crash. It depends on 

your own efforts. 
 
Not only is it difficult for men to learn to fly or “walk in the 

Spirit”, but there is also another issue deep within their 
souls that is an even greater obstacle to their achieving 

victory over sin. It is guilt and shame, and their origin is all 
the way back to the first man and woman in the garden. 

When Adam chose to eat the fruit from the tree of 
knowledge, it had a devastating effect on his conscience. 
Prior to eating the forbidden fruit, the thought had never 

entered his mind that he was an independent being from 
God. He operated his life in an innocent union with his 

creator, being an empowered caretaker over all God’s 
creation. But once he had partaken of the fruit, his eyes 
“were opened” to the idea that he was just another lowly 

creature among all God had made. Suddenly, he felt 
“naked and afraid” or ashamed of himself around God. God 

even asked him, who told you that you were naked? (Gen. 
3:11) Shame had entered Adam’s soul because he 
accepted the erroneous idea that he “could be” like God. 

That shame then produced guilt from having done 
something wrong. 

 
Shame is the emotion that now plagues every human since 
Adam. It exists deep in the soul or psyche and constantly 

reminds people they do not measure up. This is the impact 
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of eating and living by the tree of knowledge. You are 
always striving to be good enough around others, and 

particularly with God. It is the feeling of embarrassment, 
the need to wear a mask or pretend. Knowing this fact, 

God gave the first man and his wife “coverings” at the 
expense of another creature’s blood. (Gen. 3:21) From that 
time on, blood and sacrifice were the ways that man could 

find temporary reprieve from the feeling of shame and 
guilt. As long as you kept the law, you could maintain the 

covering, but that was based on the false notion that man 
could feel okay about himself through performance. 
 

But no amount of keeping the law and shedding of an 
animal's blood can remove the stain of guilt and shame. 

Under that system, everything in life is either “right or 
wrong” and it is never possible to always be right. It was 
and is an endless cycle of trying to do the right thing, 

trying to always meet perceived expectations. Furthermore, 
every time people do “mess up”, they create more guilt, 

and more guilt leaves more shame. It becomes an endless 
cycle (3) without any hope. What will break this cycle? Is 

the “Good News” of God’s love and grace (4) the answer, 
or is striving to walk in God’s Spirit the key? Are there self-
help or recovery programs that can remove this deep stain 

in a person’s soul? Like Paul, is there anyone who will 
deliver me from this body of death? (Rom. 7:24) 

 
 
 1.  The church denomination in which I grew up  

      prided themselves in being a “holiness” church,   
              meaning they held to a strict, Biblical code of  

      ethics.   
 2.  I taught a regular seminar for men entitled   
      Eagle Training as the way to achieve moral   

              freedom in their lives. Cf.    
              https://nwmenscoalition.wordpress.com,   

              Resources. 
          3. The cycle of sin is described in Jms. 1:14-15.  
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 4. The “grace” message is popular in Christian  
              teaching. It emphasizes that God’s grace is  

              greater than any sin. Rom. 5:17. The criticism is  
              that it leads to a “license for sin”.  
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Chapter 8 

Breaking The Cycle 
 
  

There is nothing more disheartening than to see into the 
eyes of a man with a serious addiction. What you see is 

despair and sadness, especially if his addiction has cost him 
his marriage and job. The power of some addictions, 
pornography, in particular, can be overwhelming and 

destructive, and it is not entirely the non-Christian man 
that succumbs. I have also seen many strong leaders in the 

church fall into defeat as well. 
   
The problem of addictions in American adults led to the 12-

step recovery program known as AA in 1935. By the mid-
1980s, Christian churches developed their own versions of 

this program as a necessary component of their ministries 
(1). Many pastors had to admit that their Bible preaching 
and teaching alone could not help their congregants escape 

the power of addictive substances or activities. In the 
church I served as an associate pastor, the recovery 

ministry was the largest attended program next to Sunday 
worship. But interestingly, once a person entered that 
environment of strong accountability and fellowship, they 

never seemed to leave. Few people could stay “sober” or 
free from their addictions without the constant support of 

their “sponsors”, or often slipped back into their old habits. 
They still had the deep urge to “medicate” themselves with 
whatever chemical or activity would numb the pain in their 

souls.   
 

After years of seeking to help men with their addictions, I 
realized that no amount of “sin management” was the 

answer. Whether a person attempted to apply the twelve 
steps, a tough dose of spiritual disciplines, or got spiritual 
deliverance from their so-called demons, the battle in their 

souls remained. To recover or be free from the cycle of 
guilt and shame seemed illusive. There seemed no way to 

find total victory from that tyranny, other than a miracle or 
going to heaven. Unfortunately, too many men, even 



 

51 

 

Christians, resorted to literal death or suicide as their 
answer. I have lost several friends to this horrible act of 

desperation. It is heartbreaking to think these people could 
find no other solution to their enslavement. 

 
My theological training maintained to defeat sin and end 
the cycle of shame a person needed to undergo a spiritual 

death. The term it used was denying or “crucifying the 
flesh” (2). A person’s flesh or sin nature was where the 

“lusts” or desires of sin reside. If a man could somehow kill 
his sin nature, he could be free to live by his spirit nature 
side. Jesus Himself said, If anyone desires to come after 

Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me 
(Matt.16:24). So, a lifestyle of flesh denial was the means 

to be free, like Jesus. But even though this sounded like 
the answer, I always had with the question, “How can a 
man deny or kill a part of himself?” That line of thinking 

assumed that man has two natures and can remove one of 
them. According to this belief, the spiritual man 

successfully put off his “flesh” or sin nature, so that he only 
lives with his divine nature (Eph. 4:22). Personally, this 

brought only more frustration, more struggle within me. No 
matter how I tried to deny it, put it off, or kill it, my flesh 
was still there, very much alive.  

 
After reading Paul’s letter to the Romans multiple times 

over the years, something jumped out at me one day that I 
had not noticed before. Paul wrote, ...knowing this that our 
old man WAS crucified with Him that the body of sin might 

be done away with... (Rom. 6:6, emphasis mine). I was 
amazed! Why had I not noticed the past tense and passive 

voice in this verse? Was God saying my old sin nature or 
“old man” was already put to death? How could I have 
been there two thousand years ago with Christ? I always 

thought Jesus died for me, in my place, but this is saying I 
was actually there and died WITH Him. How is that 

possible? 
 
One of the basic truths we often miss from the Bible is the 
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fact of “generational consequences” (3). It means the sins 
of our fathers are passed down through the following 

generations of his children. Our ancestor Adam, the first 
man in history, introduced sin and death into the following 

generations of his children by accepting the lie he could be 
like God when he already was. This was the original sin, 
believing the lie of the independent self (4). The result of 

that belief is death because there is no such thing as living 
independent of God. This is what Paul meant when he said, 

the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23). Sin is its own 
consequence, the illusion of a self apart from God. 
Attempting to live in that lie is a life of shame and guilt. It 

is only pretend. 
 

However, God gave the world another Man, a second Man, 
born of God like Adam, who would pass down a different 
consequence for all humanity. God says, For as in Adam all 

die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive (1 Cor.15:22). 
It was through Christ’s death and resurrection that man 

was made alive. Death was the only way the Adam 
generation could be freed from the indwelling spirit or the 

lie. The old man-vessel of humankind had to die to 
separate it from the lying spirit of the independent self. 
How was this accomplished? Jesus became the old man, so 

that He could take it to the cross and die to it (2 Cor. 
5:21). When He died, we, as Adam’s children, died with 

Him to sin. The old vessel, controlled by sin and shame, 
was killed. The endless cycle of shame and guilt was 
broken, and we were freed from its bondage. 

 
Jesus, through His dying and rising again, passed down life 

to all humanity in the place of sin and death (Rom. 
5:18,19). He reversed the curse that all humans suffered 
because of the first man’s choice. Now, we need to accept 

the truth of our having already died with the second Man 
and live in His life. If we do not accept it, however, it does 

us no good. What good is a million dollars in your bank 
account if you do not believe it is there? Paul said, Likewise 
you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but 

alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:11). By faith, 
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we must accept the fact we have all died to sin; our old 
fake sin nature has been crucified and buried forever 

through Christ. There is no more trying to manage sin or 
deny myself. That battle is over. I am dead to all of it. In 

its place, I have a new life, and that life is ONE nature, 
which is Jesus. (Gal. 2:20). Whether those with an 
addiction can understand it, that is the message they need 

to hear, “You are dead to that addiction. Start thinking like 
a Christ-man.” 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1. AA is the acronym for Alcoholics Anonymous. 
Celebrate Recovery is one of the most popular 

Christian versions of this program.   
2. This teaching is based on a misinterpretation of 

Gal.5:24; Eph. 4:22. The assumption is that a 
person must crucify his sin nature on his own.   

3. This principle comes from Ex. 20:5, Rom. 5:14 

and other passages, that the sinful nature of our 
fathers is passed down through succeeding 

generations.   
4. Bible teachers will tell you that the original sin 

was the act of eating the forbidden fruit. But the 

act of sin always follows desire. Adam’s desire 
was to be someone other than who God created 

him to be.   
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

54 

 

Chapter 9 
The Funeral 

 
Were you sprinkled or dunked? Most baby boomers like me 

can quickly tell you the answer to that question. Everyone I 
know who grew up in post WW2 America, like myself, went 

to some type of Christian church, and the way you were 
baptized said a lot about your denomination or sect. From 
Roman Catholic to fundamental Protestant, water baptism 

is an essential ritual, but how it is practiced varies widely. 
It says much about the church’s theology and doctrine. The 

more liberal groups perform sprinkling, particularly upon 
infants, while more conservative and fundamental insist on 
complete dunking and sometimes more than once.  

  
The way water baptism is practiced among Christian 

churches depends on how it is interpreted in scripture. For 
some, it is the initiation rite for membership in the church. 
For others, it is the means to forgiveness of sins or 

salvation, and still others the “sign of an inward work” or 
symbol of a person's new birth in Christ. I was sprinkled as 

an infant, but I never understood what it meant, other than 
a tradition our church practiced. It was not until I was in 
college that I started to research the history and 

significance of this event in the Bible. One thing I 
recognized is that baptism was performed based on a 

choice, so that made me question my baptism as an infant. 
The other thing was it was a symbol for dying and rising 
again (Rom. 6:3,4). Based on those two observations, I 

decided to be baptized again as a young adult. 
 

Understanding the importance of our death and rising with 
Christ to new life in Him gives baptism its true significance. 

As we have said, death was the only solution to the 
removal of the spirit of error from our Adamic man-vessel. 
It was the only way to break the sin cycle of shame and 

guilt, and Christ accomplished that through His death on 
the cross. This is why Paul asked, rhetorically, What will 

rescue me out of this body of death? (Rom. 7:24, CLNT). 
The answer is of course, that together with Jesus, we died 
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to the false, independent self-belief that the first man 
(Adam) had introduced into humanity. With Jesus, we also 

arose to the new life of freedom from the former bondage 
that the lie had in our lives. Now, whether we know it or 

not, Jesus is our intended life (Gal. 2:20). But are we 
convinced this is the case? Something must happen 
personally, for us to know the reality of this historical fact. 

 
To become aware of this truth, a new beginning must occur 

deep in our hearts. Jesus called it being “born from above” 
(1), and unless it happens, we cannot know what we are 
supposed to comprehend. Our spiritual eyes need to be 

“re-opened” (2) to the reality of our oneness with God in 
Christ, the Kingdom of God (Jn. 3:3). God says our mind, 

our perception of Him, has been blinded by the god of this 
age, meaning that the spirit of error has been allowed to 
operate deceitfully in our vessels (2 Cor. 4:4). The cup has 

"bad" coffee in it but does not know it. When we accept the 
Truth, who is Jesus, a revelation happens. Our spirit is 

reconnected with the right Spirit, and we suddenly realize 
we are the offspring of our heavenly Father (Rom. 

8:15,16). The awareness of our life in unity with the Father 
is restored (Jn. 17:3). We come to know who we really are, 
and not as that old man-vessel anymore. This is why water 

baptism is so important as an act of our faith. What better 
symbol could be that our old man died and was raised as a 

new vessel than being submerged and raised up from 
water? It is the best way to publicly declare our association 
with Jesus, and that this has happened to us. 

 
As a pastor, I realized early on that the funeral or memorial 

service was critical for families who had lost a family 
member or friend to death. Their grief required closure, an 
endpoint, to restore them to joy and peace. I still say to 

families who question the need for an after-death 
ceremony, “Funerals are for the living, not the dead.” We 

must have a point at which we all agree there has been a 
death, our loved one has departed. Baptism is that witness 
for the believer who needs closure over their old life. It is a 

statement that it is gone, it died, and that life is no longer 
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around. It is considering we are dead to sin and now alive 
to God (Rom. 6:11). 

 
Having proclaimed our old life historically died with Jesus, 

we also declare that we are historically alive with Him. Our 
resurrected life is one with Him. If we died to the falsehood 
of independence, then we arose to the truth of our union 

with Him. We did not return to life as an independent 
person from God. That can no longer be the truth. There is 

only one life that has risen, and that is a life with, in, and 
as Jesus. That is why Paul declared, Now that which I am 
now living in flesh, I am living in faith that is of the Son of 

God... (Gal. 2:20, CLNT). Notice he said the faith of the 
Son of God (Jesus). We do not live only by our own faith. It 

is His faith, His expectation, that we are now restored to 
oneness with the Father and Himself (Jn.14:20). His part is 
to carry us in Himself. Our part is to believe it and declare 

it is true.   
 

If you were ever baptized, and for whatever reason, it is 
important that you realize this truth. Baptism is a notice of 

death and life. When I realized this, I knew I needed to 
make that declaration for myself, and so I was baptized 
again. I will forever remember that moment I went into the 

waters of death and came up again. I may not have 
realized all that I needed to see into the meaning of this 

sacred practice at the time, but it gave me a point of 
reference for the future.   
  

 
1. The original Greek words are gennēthē anōthen,          

meaning born from above. We are not merely 
born again as another person but begotten from 
God. A reconnection has occurred to God as our 

Father, our progenitor.   
2. Remember that Satan had said to the first couple,           

your eyes will be opened, (Gen. 3:5). What really            
happened is that they were blinded by the lie of            
their being independent from God. 
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Chapter 10 

Flesh And Carnality 
 
I received the news the other day that an old friend had 

died, and it struck me as bittersweet. Yes, I had lost a 
friend, but I also know he was at rest in the Lord. They say 

for older people, the obituary page of the newspaper (if 
they still have one) is the first one they read. Even for me, 
when I read news from my college alma mater, I find the 

page listing those alumni who got to go be with the Lord 
the most interesting.   

 
Even though this news of my friend was both sad and 
joyous, there is news of a passing that should always be 

fantastic. It is God’s announcement of the death of our old 
sinful man in Paul’s letter to the Romans (6:6). But most 

people, including myself, had never read or heard this 
news, let alone know what it meant in our lives. What was 
this older version of myself? Why is it such fantastic news 

that something about me had died?  
  

As we discussed in Chapter 9, God says we all had a 
previous nature, a spiritual disposition, that was part of our 
ancestry from Adam (Rom. 5:12). It was the inherent 

tendency to view ourselves as separate from God, which is 
the basis of sin. Our ancestor Adam’s choice to eat off the 

tree of knowledge “opened his eyes” to the falsehood that 
he wasn’t already God’s own image and likeness.  Since 
that fateful act, humans have been trying to be who they 

think they should be, which is nothing more than living in 
pretension. With men, we used to call it “posing”.   

 
This is why Jesus’ death so altered the course of humanity. 

First, His blood covered all the behaviors that this 
falsehood caused in humanity, and secondly, and more 
personally, He died with us to the disposition of our being 

independent of God. The old body or vessel containing that 
spirit of error was killed and buried, leaving the lying spirit 

with nowhere to dwell. This should be fantastic news, but 
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unfortunately, few people, even believing Christians, have 
ever heard it, let alone understood it. For most Christians, 

they continue believing this old nature is still living in them, 
and they must manage it. That thinking is called 

“carnality”.   
 
The word carnality comes from the Greek sarkikos (1), 

meaning pertaining to flesh or fleshly. In our English Bibles, 
it is used primarily to mean the human body, the container 

for the spirit and soul. For example, it says Jesus was God 
in the flesh (1 Jn. 4:3), in other words, He was the human 
embodiment of God. All humans are flesh beings, 

containers for the spirit and soul (Ecc.12:7; Jm. 2:26).   
 

But the word also means a characteristic or trait considered 
sinful or immoral. Paul describes this as the lust of the flesh 
(Gal. 5:16) or, more correctly, the misuse of the flesh. He 

lists several behaviors that are the product or works of the 
flesh (Gal. 5:19). They are activities that are “contrary” to 

the godly nature or God’s Spirit in each of us as believers. 
Most Bible teachers have taken this perceived conflict to 

mean that man does have two natures, one that is prone to 
sin and the other to righteousness. Thus, we face a 
dilemma, which side of our personality will we allow to 

control us? You have seen the cartoonish version of this 
battle with a Satanic being and an angel, appearing on 

either shoulder of a person, trying to entice him to obey 
them. 
 

It is so vital to remember that man was created simply to 
be a container or vessel for God to fill. He is the dirt God 

breathes into. The container of human flesh is neutral, and 
only manifests the spirit it contains. The cup is only known 
by what it contains at the time. When Adam accepted the 

temptation to eat the wrong fruit, he allowed the “spirit of 
error”, a false spirit, to fill his container. As a result, all 

following generations accordingly displayed the character of 
disobedient sons (Eph. 2:2). Their bodies of flesh exhibited 
all kinds of immoral behavior. Paul called them slaves to 

uncleanness and of lawlessness, leading to more 
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lawlessness (Rom. 6:19). Man’s vessel was never intended 
to be used for that purpose.  

 
To remove that erroneous spirit, the Adamic vessel had to 

be put to death. That is why we died with Christ on the 
cross. He and our “old man” vessel were crucified and thus 
freed from the power of this wrong spirit. This is incredible 

news, but again, have you ever heard it? Do you know you 
no longer let that lying spirit influence your life? Do you 

know you actually have God’s Spirit or Christ in your life if 
you have believed the Truth? (Rom.8:9). Your container or 
body of flesh has been purchased with the intention of 

housing the correct spirit, the “Spirit of Truth” (1 Jn. 4:6). 
When you were born again, your blinded eyes were 

reopened to this reality. There is only one Spirit now 
dwelling in your life - unless you think the old one is still 
around. To think that way is being “carnal minded”. It is 

thinking and acting like the wrong spirit is still controlling 
you. Living that way is “enmity” with God, or literally, in 

opposition to His purpose for your life. God never intended 
you to let your flesh control your life, but His Spirit (Rom. 

8:7). 
 
In Paul’s first letter to the believers in Corinth, he 

illustrates the results of being carnal minded. He first tells 
them that they are special people, enriched in everything in 

Him (1 Cor.1:5). In reality, they were spiritually gifted and 
had all the potential to manifest Jesus through their lives. 
But on the contrary, they were being divisive, envious, and 

contentious. As a result, Paul called them carnal or “babies 
in Christ” (3:1). They were allowing their flesh to be in 

control and not the Spirit of Christ. He had to remind them 
that their bodies were the “temple of God” and that they 
were one with the Spirit indwelling in them (6:17-20). 

Apparently, they had forgotten who really lived in their 
vessels, and were still allowing the idea of an old nature to 

influence their lives (2).  
 
How do you stop being carnal or a baby in Christ? The key 
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is to believe the news that your “old man” has died and 
grow up in the knowledge of who you are in Christ. Do you 

know you are one with Jesus? Is your flesh the 
manifestation of His Spirit, or is it being “misused”? Are 

you still supposing that you are a sinner, separated from 
God? Do you still believe you have to perform to be like 
God? Paul says to put off concerning your former conduct 

(Eph. 4:22) and be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind (Rom.12:2), knowing who you are. Put on Jesus and 

start acting like the person that you really are. Your flesh is 
not in charge, Jesus is your only life (Gal. 2:20).   
 

  
 

1. See Strong’s Greek Concordance #4449,          
https://biblehub.com/greek/4559.htm 

2. For a contemporary witness to the power of this 

truth, I invite you to listen to The Jesus 
Conversation Podcast, S1E1, This Isn’t Who You 

Are. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://biblehub.com/greek/4559.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4559.htm
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Chapter 11 

What Sin? 
 
If you look inside most Christian church “sanctuaries” (1), 

you will see a cross displayed on the wall behind the 
platform. The best-known symbol of Christianity is placed 

there to remind worshipers of Christ’s death and the debt 
they owe Him, payable through their acts of service. This is 
why the weekly worship experience is called a “service” 

(2).  
 

But the cross in front of the worshipers also conveys an 
even deeper message. It is the reminder of a spiritual lack 
in their lives. Yes, Jesus died for their sins, but they still sin 

and need to repeatedly seek His forgiveness for their 
constant failures. The belief is that sin is causing them to 

fall short of God’s expectation (Rom. 3:23). This is affirmed 
at every communion celebration, when congregants are 
asked to ensure there is no unconfessed sin in their lives 

before they partake. The message is repeatedly, do not let 
sin hold you back from being God’s best, and be willing to 

confess your sins so that you can live in God’s blessings. 
Consequently, believers are told to repeatedly apply the 
confessional "bar of soap" to keep themselves purified (1 

Jn.1:9).  
 

But why is sin still a focus in the Christian church? As we 
have seen, the issue of sin has been fully dealt with by 
Jesus. He died to cover our sinful acts with His blood, and 

to put to death the old humanity that was a slave to sin. He 
emphatically declared at the moment of His death, It is 

finished! (Jn.19:30). Did He mean that sin’s hold on our 
lives was fully broken or not? To be certain, simply ask God 

what happened to sin in our lives. What does He say (3)? I 
believe you will realize that sin is no longer an issue to 
Him. So then, why is there still the reminder, the sting of 

sin, still in front of Christian worshipers?  
 

The sin issue is the major obstacle to knowing Jesus lives 
as us. If we cannot believe sin is a “dead issue” if we 
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believe we are still falling short, separate from Him and of 
what He requires of us, then we will never recognize 

ourselves as the revelation of Him. What this ultimately 
means is there must be a change of mind regarding who 

we are. We are not the old persons, slaves to sin, we are 
now “free slaves” to God (Rom.6:22). Sin is no longer an 
automatic behavior in our lives. In fact, it is now tough to 

sin, because it is no longer our nature. Our true nature is of 
God Himself, free from sin (1 Jn.3:9). So, instead of 

obeying the voice of the accuser telling us that we are still 
sinners, obey what God says, consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God (Rom. 6:11), Sin shall not have 

dominion over you (6:14), and so, Stand fast therefore in 
the liberty by which Christ has made you free (Gal. 5:1).  

 
Let's stop gazing at the cross in front of us; let's put it 
behind us where it belongs. Remember, acknowledge, and 

proclaim the sin-free person you are. You are now the 
vessel of Christ’s Spirit. He has become you when He 

traded His life for yours (2 Cor. 5:21). He put your old life 
to death, and the only life you now have is His risen life. 

You were not born again so you can become Jesus. You 
were born again as Him. Your new creation life is His, 
reconciled to Him as the only self that exists. This is truly 

who you are. 
 

But the nagging questions (more like accusations from 
Satan) may still haunt you. "What about my mistakes and 
failures?" “If I am still making the wrong choices, behaving 

poorly, isn’t that an indication that sin is still in my life?” 
Well, let's ask ourselves again, if sin is a dead issue, how 

can it still be in your life? Are you not hidden in Jesus with 
no life of your own to worry about (Col. 3:1-4)? So, if sin is 
not an issue anymore for you, or Jesus, then what are 

those actions you used to call sin? They are simply an 
indication that you are not perfect, and it is again Paul who 

gives us the understanding of how weak, “imperfect” 
humans can live in unity with Christ. The old way said, 
since we were separate from God, we had to strive to meet 

his perfection through laws and principles. Perfection was 
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the goal. The new way, living in union with Him, lets Him 
show His grace through our imperfections. His grace is not 

some free pass when we make the wrong choice, it's the 
power of God working in our lives, bringing all things to 

good (1 Cor. 15:10; Rom.8:28). Paul powerfully learned 
this truth for himself when the Lord told him that His grace 
is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in 

weakness. (2 Cor.12:9). So, what we call imperfections, 
God calls expressions of His grace, or more practically, 

where Jesus can be manifested through our broken vessels 
(2 Cor. 4:7-10). 
 

We are not changed into perfect people, never to mess up 
again. We are still weak vessels intended to show the 

manifold love and mercy of the one who lives in us. What is 
perfection to God? Is it life without mistakes or life full of 
His nature? As Norman Grubb says in his books, “we are 

the negative to God’s positive”. If there is no negative, how 
would we recognize the positive? Brene’ Brown, a popular 

psychiatrist, speaker, and writer, says, If we all lived 
perfect lives free from struggles or mistakes, we’d never 

need to put these values (courage, compassion, 
connection) into practice—and we’d never reap their 
benefits (4). Brown is correct, but what she fails to tell us 

is that these values are not our own hidden traits waiting to 
be discovered, they are the nature of God, displayed 

through the frailties of our earthly bodies (5). 
 
God does not intend for us to be perfect, He intended for 

us to be His body. He is responsible for our lives, and He 
intends we have weak, imperfect flesh. So, does that mean 

I can do whatever and not care? If that is your thinking, 
then you still do not understand who you are. Your mind is 
now the mind of Christ, cleansed from any thought of sin 

(Heb. 9:14). Your heart is now His home, sprinkled from an 
evil conscience... (Heb.10:22). Any thoughts or desires of 

acting poorly are outside who you are. It shows you still 
have some growing up to do in your knowledge of Him as 
you. But take heart, you are being perfected (sanctified) by 

speaking the truth of your oneness with Jesus and the 
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Father (Jn. 17:17; Heb. 2:10-13). This is the 
transformation Paul tells us that happens every time we 

look at our lives and proclaim we are Jesus regardless of 
our failures (2 Cor. 3:18). The truth of who we are 

becomes more visible everyday through our weaknesses. 
We are free to be who we are, God’s containers for His 
glory. Concentrate on being Jesus, and do not worry about 

your weaknesses.  
 

 
 
 

 
1. I was told as a boy you were to always be 

reverent in God’s house, His sanctuary on earth. 
It was years before I could call the building for 
what it actually is - an auditorium.   

2. The tradition is that the believer comes to the 
church to “serve the Lord” with singing and 

ministering the Word.   
3. If there should be any question as to His answer, 

reread Rom. 6:6,11; Heb. 8:12, 10:17; 1 Jn.3:9; 
and many others.   

4. Brene’ Brown, The Gifts of Imperfection, 2010,          

Hazelden Publishing & Educational Services, from          
the summary page.  

5. See Dennis D. You Are Not Acting Like Christ,          
https://nwmenscoaliton.wordpress.com, 
10/18/18 and, Was Jesus Imperfect?,           

https://jesusconversations.podbean.com/, 
7/12/20.   
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 More Hurdles 
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Chapter 12 

The Tragic Illusion 
 
 

Now that sin is no longer an issue, what else can hinder the 
belief that we live as Jesus? In this section, I want to 

describe some common Christian doctrines or teachings 
that actually pose as hurdles to our understanding of this 
truth. These are based on the old paradigm we talked 

about in Chapter 1 and came into popularity as early as the 
1st and 2nd centuries AD. They have laid a theological 

framework that opposes the truth that God wants us to 
know. Consequently, when someone declares to their 
Christian brothers and sisters that their life is truly one with 

Christ, the response is usually, “That’s hard to believe”, or 
“I don’t believe that’s true.” It is the same reaction the 

Pharisees had when Jesus declared He and the Father were 
one. They cried out, Blasphemy! and Crucify Him! (Matt. 
26:65; Luke 23:21).  

 
As Jesus faced His last days and hours before His 

crucifixion, He made the bold claim that after His 
resurrection, the disciples would know that they had the 
same life existence in the Father as He did (Jn.14:20). He 

made it His prayer, that they all may be one, as you, 
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be one 

in us: that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
(Jn 17:21). We can perceive that it was Jesus’ firm desire 
that we experience and know the same oneness with the 

Father He enjoyed. But why has there been opposition to 
this truth? 

 
As we know, the first man and woman disobeyed God and 

ate from the tree of knowledge, resulting in a tragic illusion 
settling upon their consciousness (1). This led to the belief 
that the universe was separated into two categories, good 

or evil, physical earth or spiritual heaven (2). God, being 
spirit, was good, while man being physical was inherently 

evil. Therefore, God and man were separated spatially and 
spiritually. Not long after Christ physically disappeared 
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from earth, the belief became firmly entrenched that He 
lived only in heaven until He returned to retrieve His 

followers. Death was the only means by which man would 
be united with God and live in heaven. This, however, was 

a complete distortion of God’s purpose to be known in man 
and creation here and now.  Paul explains this as 
exchanging the truth of God for the lie. (Rom.1:18-25) and 

is a form of the spirit of error (1 Jn. 4:6). Yet, Christianity 
has taught forms of this lie for centuries.  

 
This perspective was then illustrated in the old Mosaic 
covenant established between God and man. Two months 

after the children of Israel were delivered through the Red 
Sea, they were brought to the foot of Mount Sinai to 

worship God (Ex.19:1-2). There, Moses prepared them to 
appear before God and hear Him speak personally to them, 
but the spectacle of smoke and noise frightened them, and 

they refused to approach Him. They told Moses, You listen 
to God and tell us what to do (Ex.20:19, my paraphrase). 

Consequently, the entire system of external laws and 
sacrifices was instituted to accommodate the fearful 

separation perspective people had with God. The tree of 
knowledge, representing Satan’s distortion of the truth, 
became the standard premise for how man would approach 

and interact with his Creator and Father. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. See Chapter 6, No Independent Self, also Dennis 
D, The Tragic Illusion,          
https://nwmenscoalition.wordpress.com, 5/4/18 

2. See Chapter 2, Paradigms in Conflict.   
3. Cf. First Council of Nicaea, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/ 
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Chapter 13 

Which Jesus? 
 
  

As I have shared, most of my life as a committed follower 
of Jesus, I had difficulty saying that I truly knew Him. I was 

taught the traditional view that Jesus was a divinely born 
man who lived 2000 years ago, died a sacrificial death, 
rose again, disappeared into the sky, promising to return 

someday. Consequently, how could I personally know this 
Jesus who was far away, up in heaven, not here with me 

now? When Paul said he yearned to know Him, was he 
suggesting he was striving to know this far away Jesus? 
(Phil.3:10).  

 
I have come to realize that this perception of Jesus is 

essentially a mental, external idea, conceived by fourth 
century teachers and painters (1). To these early 
theologians, He was a demigod-like individual whose life, 

teachings, and ministry was set apart from any other 
human. Until He returns, we are told to faithfully follow His 

principles and work to bring more disciples into His 
kingdom. As a reward, He will take us to live with Him and 
God in heavenly glory forever.  

 
Thankfully, I have found another Jesus. He is not a mental, 

outer known man with pale skin and long hair. He is an 
inner known reality. He already HAS returned to this world 
and continues to come and appear in me. He is not a 

perception of my mind, but a reality of my heart. He did 
not go to prepare a place in faraway heaven for me to live 

with Him someday but restored a place in my heart for He 
and the Father to dwell in NOW. My heart is HIS present 

day, heavenly home (Jn.14:23; Eph 3:14-21) (2).  
 
Let’s read again what Jesus said to His disciples in His last 

earthly hours, without the lens and doctrinal biases, given 
to us by these early Christian, “Moses teachers” (3). 
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According to the apostle John, Jesus said, I go... (Jn.14:2), 
and it is to your advantage that I go away... (Jn. 16:7).  

The historical, physical, outer known Jesus had to go away 
and disappear. That outer image of Jesus needed to be 

replaced by an inner presence to be intimate and personal 
to the disciples and us. J. Preston Eby says Jesus Christ 
took Himself from His disciples' eyes, that He might give 

Himself to their hearts (4).   
 

Then Jesus said, in John chapter 14, I will come again and 
receive you to myself... (Jn. 14:3). That does not sound 
like He was planning to return and take us to a heavenly 

place. Rather, when He comes again, He will connect us to 
Himself so that...where I am, there you may be also 

(14:3b). He desires we be with and in Him, and He in us 
here in this earthly life. 
 

And when will that be? He went on to say, At that day you 
will KNOW that I am...in you. (14:20, emphasis mine). It is 

this “knowing” in our spirits that tells us that Jesus and the 
Father have come to us and are IN us (14:17, 20; 17:3). 

This realization is not for some future day, but now, in our 
present-day consciousness. This is why He could say, And 
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love 

him and manifest Myself to him. (14:22). The knowing He 
gives us is how He manifests Himself to us. It is a deep 

witness that He truly lives in us, as us. Many, however, 
assume this manifestation means another “outer” 
appearance by Jesus, but how can that fit the context of He 

and the Father dwelling IN us? Their appearance is an inner 
realization of their presence in each of us as persons and 

corporately as the church. 
 
Now, here is the clincher. Jesus continued, but the Helper… 

(is the one) whom the Father will send in MY NAME (14:26, 
parentheses and emphasis mine). The Holy Spirit, who the 

same ancient theologians tell us is another, distinct person 
of the triune God, actually is Jesus in the spirit form (5). 
The Spirit’s name is “Jesus”. This is why Paul describes Him 

as the Spirit of His Son (Gal.4:6) and the Spirit of Christ 
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(Rom.8:9). Did the Father send Jesus again? Yes, He came 
again at Pentecost, and the believers were filled with Him 

and continued to be filled with Him - in His Spirit form (Acts 
2:1-4). He came again in a manner that could live inside 

each believer, and He is still coming and appearing in 
people continually to this day. Some clear examples of this 
are from Paul when he described how Jesus was revealed 

IN him at his own conversion (Gal.1:16, emphasis mine), 
and when the Galatians recognized God (Jesus) being 

glorified in him (Gal. 1:24). 
 
And then again in John, Jesus emphatically told His 

disciples to remain (the literal Greek word) in 
Me…(Jn.15:4). He did not say “get into Me” but continue or 

remain in this faith-conscious knowledge of Him in us, and 
we in Him. When you accept Jesus, you receive His and the 
Father’s Spirit to dwell in your heart. Now, simply confess 

that you and He exist as one. Continue to keep in step with 
His presence, His Spirit. 

 
No wonder I could not know the Christ of 2000 years ago. 

That outer, far away image of Jesus has disappeared, gone 
away. Now, this Jesus I know is as close as my heart. As 
Paul and John both describe, He lives as me (Gal.2:20; 1 

Jn. 4:17). If I want to know Him, I need to know myself, 
my heart. It is out of my heart that I express Him not only 

with words, but also through love, joy, peace, etc. This 
Jesus is so tangible, so real, and so exciting to get to know.   
  

 
1. The first century Christians had no images or  

              paintings of Jesus. It was considered idolatry 
      to do so. The first painted images of Jesus began  
              to appear in the 3rd century in Rome, not Judea  

              or Asia Minor where most Christians lived. It was  
              after Constantine (4th c.) that images of Jesus  

              began to appear in church buildings. Cf           
              Where did the popular image of Jesus come  
              from?, https://lifehopeandtruth.com 
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  2. For an alternate perspective on the  
                      existence of heaven in this life, read Andrew   

                      Farley, Heaven is Now: Awakening Your  
                      Senses to the Wonders of Grace, Baker             

                      Books, 2012.   
  3. See Chapter 12, The Tragic Illusion.   
  4. J. Preston Eby, Looking for His Appearing,  

                       Book One, CreateSpace Independent  
                       Publishing Platform; First edition, 2014, p.  

                       82.   
  5. The word Trinity is not a Biblical word. It is  
                       a concept developed by Christian teachers  

                       in the third century.   
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Chapter 14 

The “Super Christ” 
  
In the 1970s, a major change occurred in Christian worship 

music. New songs, or choruses, were being published, and 
as a young pastor at the time, I was eager to incorporate 

them into our church's corporate singing. These new songs, 
labeled “praise and worship”, were being produced by 
groups like Maranatha, Vineyard Church, and the Gaither’s. 

By the 1980s, this modern style of music had all but 
replaced the common hymnal. I began offering our unused 

church hymn books to anyone who wanted them as 
keepsakes.  
  

The common theme in praise and worship music is the 
exaltation of Jesus. He is adored, honored with praise and 

thanksgiving. His rightful place as the Savior and Lord of 
the church is the central focus, yet in this wonderful 
adoration, a powerful characterization of Jesus has taken 

hold. He has been deified as the “Super Christ”, an image 
totally inconsistent with what He taught and personified 

(1). As a result, He is now, more than ever, unrelatable, far 
away, and separate from earthly humans in their 
perception.  

 
The origin of the deification of Jesus can be traced to the 

Garden of Eden and the deception brought upon man by 
the glorious and cunning “serpent”. We know from 
scripture that this “beast” was the masquerader Satan, the 

son of the morning whose desire was to take God’s place in 
the universe (Isa.14:12-13). God says he was the seal of 

perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty before he 
was cast to the ground (Ezek. 28:12-17). Adam must have 

looked at him with envy, since he was more glorious than 
his own earthly appearance, and lost sight of himself as the 
chosen image and likeness of God. He bought the lie that 

Lucifer represented the image of God and what Adam 
should strive to be like. In eating the forbidden fruit, he 

traded the glory he had, as God revealed in flesh, for guilt 
and shame. Now, he felt the full impact of his choice. The 
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illusion of separation between God and himself was 
tragically injected into his consciousness, a sinful man 

rejected by his lofty creator. 
 

All through the centuries, this illusion kept man apart from 
his gracious God. Only by sacrifice could he be in the same 
company with God, but then only temporarily. So 

entrenched was the concept of separation, that even when 
Jesus was revealed as God in the flesh, He was 

misunderstood. It was blasphemy to claim that a man 
could be one with God. Unfortunately, even into the fourth 
century, this illusion of separation influenced early church 

fathers to perceive Jesus as God and only temporarily as a 
man. In the Council at Nicaea, Jesus was defined as God 

the Son and to be worshiped with the same reverence and 
devotion as God Himself. He represented all perfection and 
holiness; the image which a man needed to aspire to with 

his life (2). 
 

In the years following this doctrinal decision, Jesus became 
increasingly a figure of superiority and power. As 

mentioned in the last chapter, images, and pictures of Him 
began appearing in churches by the late fourth century as 
all saintly and glorious. By the Middle Ages, He was 

commonly referred to as “Christ the Conqueror”, the 
vanguard of the Crusades (3). As the Reformation occurred 

in the 16th century, Jesus was still being described as the 
lofty “priest and king”, seated at the right hand of God, 
while any lowly, earthly image had long diminished (4). 

John Calvin, a reformer whose doctrinal influence is still 
seen in current Protestant theology, further removed Jesus 

from any association with humanity. In his preaching and 
teaching on the “depravity of man”, Jesus cannot coexist 
with sinful humanity. Calvin’s Jesus was a historical figure 

who provides man with the divine grace needed for 
salvation but remains aloof until He returns (5). 

  
This is how most Christians view and worship Jesus today, 
as a royal king on a throne in faraway heaven. He is 
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revered as a superhuman, the type of person all people 
should strive to emulate. Even if the angels said He would 

return as this same Jesus (Acts 2:11), somehow, the lowly, 
unattractive, cannot carry His own cross, servant image 

has been lost. He is no longer someone we can relate to or 
identify with, let alone having Him live IN us! Someone 
might say, “But what about his image in Revelation? Isn’t 

that who He is now?” Let's remember that John’s writing 
the book of Revelation is how Christ is regarded from God’s 

viewpoint. The angel allowed John to view Jesus as the 
Father’s Word revealed, the expression of the Father 
Himself (Jn.1:1; Rev.1:16). Jesus, in the eyes of the 

Father, is a sharp, two-edged sword, but to our earthly, 
human eyes, He is a man, like us, someone we can know 

personally. In the same way, the Father sees us as His 
Word (Jesus) speaking through our lives. John says in 
another place that we are not even sure of who we are 

until Jesus is revealed in us. But when He is, when our eyes 
of faith are opened, we shall be like Him, for we will see 

Him as He IS (1 Jn. 3:2, emphasis mine).  
  

Jesus is not a superhuman living somewhere in space, 
feasting on our praise and thanksgiving. He lives in you 
and me, here now. He is living in our lowly flesh as a 

human like us. We don’t worship Him in the heavens, we 
worship Him through the release of His Spirit through our 

hearts and bodies. This is why Paul said our greatest act of 
sacrifice and service (worship) was to give God our body 
where He and Jesus want to reside (Rom. 12:1). As we 

break the bread and share the cup in the Lord's Supper, we 
celebrate the life of Jesus in and as us. He is not revealed 

to the world through lifting Him up but manifesting Him 
through our lives.   
 

 
   

1. See Mk.10:18; Lk. 22:25,26; Jn. 4:21-30. 
Generally, Jesus deferred any worship of Himself 
and preferred to be regarded as a servant, a 

kinsman redeemer. 
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  2. The Nicene Council established Jesus as  
         God the Son, the second person of the  

         Triune Godhead. However, Jesus never  
         referred to Himself by this term, but  

         instead used “the Son of God” or “the Son  
         of Man”, e.g., Mk. 16:42     

  3.  Cf Christ the Conqueror,  

                       https://catholicism.org/, Oct. 20, 2016.   
  4.  Cf The Reformation,  

                       https://www.britannica.com/  
  5. I have visited the church where John Calvin  
                       preached in Geneva, Switzerland. Much like  

                       Calvin’s pessimistic view of sinful, depraved  
                       humanity, the church, formerly a lavishly  

                       adorned Catholic cathedral, is now a           
                       cold, drab building primarily used for city  
                       concerts.   

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.britannica.com/
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Chapter 15 

I See Jesus! 
 
  

Over the years, we have read or heard stories of Jesus 
appearing to people in full person. These reports are 

especially common in Islamic or Asian cultures, where 
belief in Christianity is sparse or even illegal. These 
appearances have often led to dramatic conversions or 

miracles, but they have also bolstered the idea that Jesus 
has been slipping out of heaven prematurely to show that 

He is alive and preparing us for His ultimate return to the 
earth. For those who are discovering the reality of Jesus 
living in them now, these appearances pose a conflict. How 

can He show up as a separate person if He lives in our 
hearts and is revealed through us? Let us look at the 

scriptural accounts of His appearing to people after His 
ascension into heaven for some explanation.   
 

The first instance we find was to Stephen, one of the men 
appointed to serve the needy among the new, rapidly 

growing church in Jerusalem. Stephen did not merely 
serve, he also performed great wonders and signs among 
the people (Acts 6:8). When brought before the angry 

Jewish council, he gave one of the most powerful and 
convincing sermons in the Bible. As the Jews angrily 

responded to him, he looked up to heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
Look, he said, I see heaven open and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God. This infuriated the Jews 
even more, and they dragged him out of the city and 

stoned him, making him the first martyr for the faith (Acts 
7:54-60). 

 
The question we need to ask at this point is where is 
heaven? Jesus repeatedly said heaven was at hand, 

meaning it was imminent, present with the natural world 
(Matt 4:17). Jesus, as the revelation of the Father, 

represented the realm of heaven in earthly flesh. As we 
said in chapter 2, the idea of a two-story universe where 
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earth is separate from or lower than heaven is false. 
Heaven and Earth exist simultaneously and in the same 

place. The old paradigm and philosophy of the Greeks has 
had a profound influence on Western civilization and 

Christianity by separating the two in our minds. Jesus 
taught that we earthlings enter the heavenly realm through 
a humble, childlike acceptance of Him (Matt.18:5). We do 

not get to go to heaven, we are born into it. As we receive 
Him, our spiritual senses are awakened to the reality of 

who we are - the offspring of God Himself - with spiritual 
eyes to see the supernatural, heavenly, as well as the 
earthly realm (Jn.1:14; 3:5-8).    

 
What does this mean in Stephen's experience? Did he view 

a separate location in the universe and Jesus sitting there 
with the Father? If the universe is only one story, it means 
Stephen was permitted to glimpse into a realm that exists 

simultaneously with ours but is unseen with the natural 
eye. He was gazing into a domain that is simply beyond our 

“three-dimensional box” (1). Paul declared that Jesus 
currently lives with the Father in our hearts (Eph 3:17). 

The heart is the intersection of the natural and spiritual 
dimensions, but what exists there is not seen with human 
eyes. This would mean Stephen was looking into his own 

heart and perceiving a revelation of Jesus inside his own 
human existence. Only by revelation eyes can we perceive 

Jesus as He is in the supernatural. With human eyes, we 
only see ourselves as He is in the external (1 Jn. 3:2).  
   

We find another scriptural instance of Jesus presumedly 
appearing to Paul. In his dramatic conversion experience, it 

is implied that Paul perceived Jesus as a distinct person 
(Acts 9:3-5). But nowhere does it say he actually 
recognized Him. In fact, Paul had to ask, Who are you, 

Lord? since the intense light blinded him. In Paul’s own 
testimony of his experience, he describes it as Jesus being 

revealed IN him (Gal. 1:16). Again, we see that like 
Stephen, Paul was looking into his own heart. He was 
seeing someone he did not even know existed as Hhis real 

self (2). 
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There are other instances where it is implied Jesus 
appeared directly to Paul and others, but these cases are 

through dreams or visions. This is particularly illustrated in 
Peter’s experience when the Lord spoke to him about his 

meeting with the Gentiles. It says Peter fell into a trance, 
and he saw heaven opened… And a voice called to him, 
Rise, Peter, kill and eat, to which Peter replied, Not so 

Lord! (Acts 10:10-13). 
 

The other instance I mentioned in the previous chapter is 
the most profound vision recorded in all the NT. It was to 
the apostle John while he was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 

Day (Rev.1:10). The heavenly realm was opened, and he 
saw Jesus, One like the Son of Man, the Word of God 

arrayed in glorious stature and power (Rev. 1:11-17). This 
revelation is how the Father sees His Son, the expression 
of Himself in the world.  Again, did John look into a realm 

far away or into a dimension that existed all round and in 
Him? I suggest he glimpsed into the realm that existed in 

his own heart. 
 

One of the most important scriptures that speaks to the 
existence of this dimension in our lives also comes from the 
apostle John. In his gospel, he quotes Jesus before His 

crucifixion as promising that the disciples would see Him 
again (Jn.14:19). But how would they recognize Him? 

Would He reappear to them as He was, at that moment, a 
distinct and separate person? The next verse gives us the 
vital clue. At that day, you will know that I am IN My 

Father, and you IN Me, and I IN you. (Jn.14:20, emphasis 
mine). Jesus spoke of an intrinsic experience where His 

appearing would be in an unseen union of He and the 
Father inside of our natural being. He further states He 
would appear or make Himself visible to them through His 

love (v21), (3). If we go to John’s first letter, we learn how 
this occurs whenever we love someone. It is truly Jesus 

appearing through us because He, as the revelation of God, 
is love (1 Jn.4:16). When we, the revelation of God 
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through Jesus, show love, we are emphasizing or disclosing 
Him.   

 
Where is Jesus now? Is He a distinct and separate person, 

sitting on a throne somewhere in space alongside God, 
occasionally appearing in the earth, or are He and the 
Father living here in us now? If we believe what God says, 

we must acknowledge He has indeed taken up residence 
inside of our lives, now (Eph 3:17). Furthermore, Paul says 

we are also seated with Him in that heavenly realm (Eph. 
2:6). Christ lives with us, and we live with Him in a realm 
that is real but invisible to the natural eye. This is where 

we observe Jesus, in that heavenly realm that exists 
entirely inside of all that we are in the natural. On the 

outside, He appears as us, but on the inside, He is a person 
full of the glory of Father God.    
  

  
 1. See Michelle Debczak, How Many Dimensions Are  

             There?, https://www.mentalfloss.com/ 8/9/17.  
 2. Hhis in not a typo. It is a word made up to  

             illustrate the union of God and man. If we are the  
             manifestation of God in the flesh, then it follows  
             God is our true self. We are not independent  

             selves (see chapter 6). Jesus is the visibility of the  
             Father, the true self in our hearts. We do not  

             know it until we are converted, and our spirit is  
             reconnected to His Spirit.   

 3. The Greek word is ἐμφανίσω (emphanisō), which  
  is only used here in Jn.14:21. It is the origin of  
  the English word “emphasize”, meaning to  

  highlight, clearly define something.    
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Chapter 16 

Is Jesus Coming Again? 
 

 

In 1988, a NASA engineer turned Bible prophecy teacher 
proposed he had produced the most accurate calculation of 

the time of Christ coming again (1). As a young pastor and 
shepherd of the flock, I did not want to be caught off guard 
as to our Lord’s return to the earth, so I eagerly shared his 

material with my congregation. The year came and went, 
and I sheepishly realized, as many have, no one knows of 

that day and hour (Matt. 24:36). 
 

The “second coming” of Jesus has been an intriguing 

subject with Christians and the world in general for 
thousands of years. Even though Jesus declared no one 

could know when it would occur, Christians have not 
stopped trying to crack the code, so to speak. Over the 
years, there have been many authors and speculators that 

have continued to entice their audiences with the “newest” 
revelations. Ironically, many have come to faith in Jesus 

through the fear brought on by these teachers, but at this 
point Jesus has not yet returned as they predicted. We 
must ask, is He coming back again or is something else 

going to happen? As we investigate this question, we must 
look at what the Bible actually says regarding this event. It 

is especially important that with the new paradigm of Christ 
in us, as us, we review these scriptures with fresh eyes, 
not from the old doctrines or traditions. Until we do, this 

subject can hinder our belief in Christ living in us now. 
 

First, it may surprise you, but the Bible never uses the 
word “second” regarding Christ’s coming. The word has 

been inserted to classify a list of scriptures that speak of 
Jesus coming, but it does not actually appear in them. An 
example of a verse in this category is Matthew 10:23. As 

you look at this passage, you realize Jesus is not talking 
about coming again, because He has not even left the first 

time! The context clearly indicates He planned to rejoin the 
disciples after they had completed their personal ministry 
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campaigns. It does not have anything to do with a “second” 
return to the earth from a celestial realm. This shows how 

Bible teachers with certain presumptions have interpreted 
this and other passages. This was especially the case with 

early English language Bible translators, who were 
influenced by their “separation theology” and perceived 
Christ waiting in heaven to return to earth, and not here 

now. 
 

Secondly, Bible translators have let their presuppositions 
also override the precise translation of key Greek words in 
the original texts. One of these Greek words is parousia, 

meaning presence, or appearance, not coming. Yet, the 
word coming has been extensively used to translate 

parousia, and we have missed what the original authors 
intended for us to know about living in the presence of 
Jesus now. One of these passages is 1 Thessalonians 2:19. 

The text is translated in the NKJV as For what is our hope, 
our joy, or the crown in which we will glory.... when he 

comes? Is it not you? When we correctly translate the word 
parousia as presence, instead of comes, here is what we 

get, What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not 
even you, before our Lord Jesus Christ at His PRESENCE? 
(emphasis mine), (2). Paul was not talking about his hope 

being the coming of Jesus, but the present-day presence of 
Jesus in the saints at Thessalonica. His ministry was about 

recognizing Jesus in those saints then, not sometime in the 
future. 
 

1 Thess. 3:13 is another popular verse used to teach the 
second coming of Jesus. Again, if we correctly translate the 

word parousia as presence, and not coming, we understand 
the verse in a whole new way, ...He may establish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our 

Father, at the PRESENCE of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(emphasis mine), (3). Paul is praying for the maturing of 

the church, as holy and complete sons of God in Jesus now, 
not in some future time. 
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The most popular scripture that supports Jesus’ coming 
again is 1 Thess. 4:15-16. When the Greek word parousia 

is properly translated, it gives a different rendering. Paul is 
talking here about the where-abouts of the dead in Christ. 

Where are they? Will we see them again? Yes, they will 
appear, present with Jesus in His glorious appearing. They 
will be observed as Him, just as we will be, who will also be 

caught up in the coming grand revelation of Jesus. He 
states again in 1 Thess. 5:23 it is in Jesus’ presence where 

we are all completely “preserved”. 
 
When will this wonderful revelation occur? In many ways, 

Jesus is already being revealed in us, His body daily (2 Cor. 
4:10-11; Col. 3:3-4). But Paul also teaches us that there 

will be a “day” (4) when we will manifest Him fully as sons 
of the light and sons of the day (1 Thess. 5:5). John also 
states that when He is manifested, we will be like Him 

because we will see Him as He is - US! (1 Jn. 3:2). Jesus 
will not be regarded as a separate individual or image. He 

will be revealed IN His saints (2 Thess. 1:10). There is 
coming a day when all the saints will be fully transformed 

into the appearance of Jesus. This is how every eye will see 
Him all around the globe simultaneously (Rev. 1:21). It is 
what all creation is waiting to behold, the revealing of the 

sons of God (Rom. 8:19). 
 

How will this fantastic transformation take place? Paul tells 
us that Christ was the “first fruits”, the first to be changed 
through His resurrection into His celestial body. Secondly, 

all of us will also be transformed into glorious bodies, just 
like His (1 Cor. 15:23,52). We will all be transformed into 

the same glorious appearance as Him. The grand “change” 
happens as Jesus re-appears as us, in “clouds of glory”. 
These are not water clouds in the sky, but the same clouds 

of glory that hung over the Tabernacle in the wilderness, 
filled Solomon's temple, and shrouded Jesus at His 

transfiguration. This is the glory cloud of witnesses that 
finally show up in the earth in Jesus when all things are 
restored to the glory of God as “all in all”. 
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Obviously, this is a short treatment of this subject. Much 
more could be said, including a discussion on other Greek 

words that have also been mistranslated as “coming”. But, 
even as a brief discussion, let there be no 

misunderstanding. Christ IS “coming” again, but not as the 
church has taught. He is not returning to earth to show up 
as a separate image, but to be completely revealed in 

those in whom He lives now. It is like a new retail store 
with a “soft opening” for early customers to get a peek. 

Then at the “grand opening”, the store is officially open and 
fully disclosed for the customer to view its full inventory. 
Christ’s appearance or His presence will be fully recognized 

in His church, each of us at the “grand opening”. If you 
have had any questions that Christ is living in you now, 

those will disappear in the glorious revelation of yourself as 
a son or daughter of God, manifesting the Father to all 
creation. 

 
 

 
 

 
1. Cf 88 reasons what went wrong, Christian 

Research Institute, https://www.equip.org, 

4/20/09  
2. J Preston Eby, Looking for His Appearing, Book 1,          

CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform; 
First edition (September 17, 2014), p.126. 

3. Ibid.  

4. The “Day of the Lord” has many meanings in 
Scripture. It does not exclusively mean a specific 

day but can also be interpreted as a season or 
period of time. Cf 5. The Day of the Lord, 
https://bible.org, 
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Chapter 17 

What is Our Hope? 
 

In the summer of 2018, Franklin Graham, the son of the 

famous evangelist Billy Graham, spoke at the fairgrounds 
near my home for an evangelistic crusade. He made this 

statement, First of all, I want people to know how they can 
be sure they're going to heaven. That's why I'm here 
today. (1). Just as his father Billy had done for decades, he 

continued to promise the crowd that if they repented of 
their sins and accepted Jesus, they could be assured of 

going to the celestial abode instead of hell after they die. 
 
As I said in chapter 3, this has been the standard message 

of evangelical Christianity for centuries and is referred to as 
“the hope” or reward for all who will believe it. But where 

does it say in the Bible that heaven is our hope or goal? As 
we discussed in the previous chapter, our hope is not going 
to heaven, but in the glorious appearing (parousia) of Jesus 

in our lives (Titus 2:13). This erroneous idea is another 
hurdle that has prevented us from understanding Jesus 

living in us now, not simply the means of getting us into 
heaven. 
 

The idea of heaven as our hope stems from the 
mistranslation of some keywords in the original Greek text, 

coupled with the wrong perspective of our union with God. 
One of the primary mistranslations has been that of the 
Greek word eon or eonian (pronounced ee-onian in 

English). The proper translation of this word is an age, or 
age long. Because it refers to such an interminable time, 

most translators have chosen to use the word eternal or 
everlasting to translate it into English, and so it is 

considered descriptive of our forever life in heaven. One of 
the most popular verses that illustrates this is John 3:16, 
where the common translation reads, whoever believes in 

Him has eternal life, meaning heaven. A correct translation 
should be having life eonian. This is the type of age-long, 

eonian life that the apostle John also describes in his first 
letter. He states, And this is the testimony that God gives 
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us life eonian, and this life is in His Son (1 Jn. 5:11, CLNT). 
John is not talking about a forever existence in some 

celestial realm, but an age long, abiding life now in Jesus. 
We have this eonian LIFE now through our faith in Him. He 

is the eonian LIFE that dwells in our hearts by His Spirit. 
Every believer does not have to wait for heaven to 
experience this LIFE, he/she has it now while still here on 

earth. 
 

Another teaching in Christianity that supports heaven as 
our goal is that it is presumed a literal location in the 
universe. Much has been written over the years about 

pearly gates and streets of gold, as though they were 
literal, physical features in this other world abode. This is 

the result of trying to turn symbolic language from John’s 
Revelation into literal reality. Remember, from what we 
stated in chapter 15, heaven is not a place we go to when 

we die, we are born into it. Heaven is another dimension 
that exists simultaneously with our fleshly world. Jesus said 

we enter this realm of “heavenly things” through the 
second birth (Jn.3:12). Paul also says we are now 

PRESENTLY seated there with Christ (Eph.2:6). Even if our 
natural eyes cannot perceive it, heaven is just as close as 
our breath. Only with the eyes of the Spirit can we glimpse 

into this dimension and behold the true reality of our glory 
with Jesus. 

 
But still, the theology and doctrine handed down to us by 
the Nicene fathers tells us that Jesus will come down out of 

heaven to take us back to where He lives with the Father. 
Sadly, the illusion of man being separate from God rules 

over what the Bible does or does not say. The word rapture 
never occurs in the Bible, and furthermore it never states 
Jesus is taking us anywhere. It does say we will be caught 

up with Him in the air, meaning we will be drawn into Him, 
not a place (1 Thess.4:17). He lives in the “air”, the same 

spiritual realm where the “prince” of this world lives and 
operates in the “sons of disobedience”. We are quickened 
together with Jesus to live with Him in these “airy”, 

heavenly places (Eph. 2:2-6). 
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Even though the teaching of believers being taken to 
heaven originated with early church teachers, the word 

"rapture" is a relatively recent term in Christian thought. It 
emerged during the Reformation and later was fully 

developed by a Jesuit priest named Lucanza in the early 
1800s (2). Lucanza’s writing was then expanded by other 
teachers and writers, such as John Nelson Darby, an Irish 

leader in the Plymouth Brethren movement in the 1830s. 
Darby’s prolific writing became the foundation for what was 

later called “dispensationalism” or the organizing of world 
history into stages of God’s redemptive plan. The “rapture 
of the saints” is the pinnacle event in God's plan according 

to this teaching. One of the most famous teachers of 
dispensationalism was C.I. Scofield, whose popular Scofield 

Reference Bible, which sold over three million copies, 
became the greatest influence upon Evangelical Christianity 
in the late 19th century. There was a saying going around 

during my seminary years that all aspiring pastors needed 
to “cut their theological teeth on Scofield’s notes”. 

Accordingly, I was given a copy of Scofield’s Bible and 
assured it was the only Bible I would ever need to preach 

and teach from.  
 
But as I began to broaden my understanding of the “end 

times”, what didn’t make sense was the idea that God 
would “snatch” His believers out of the world, a sort of 

“escape” from the tribulation times. This isn’t consistent 
with how God has dealt with His people through the ages. 
Biblical history is far more replete with stories of how He 

took His people THROUGH “tribulation”. The story, which is 
used by many preachers to support escaping destruction or 

judgment of God, is the story of Noah, which Jesus referred 
to in Matt. 24:37. But, if you notice in the story, it's not 
Noah and his family that leave the earth, it's all the 

unbelievers! Noah settles back down on the purified earth, 
not in some celestial home. God uses tribulation and 

judgments to purify His people and mature them as 
manifest “sons of God” (Eph.4:13-15; Rom. 8:18-24). 
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Our hope is not heaven or being rewarded with a heavenly 
mansion, it's in being the glorified house for God (Jn. 

14:23). God’s desire is not to take us out of this world to 
live somewhere in the universe, singing worship songs to 

Jesus all day. He wants to come and live in us now, 
manifesting Himself to the world through us. Our hope is in 
His glorious “appearance” in us, His body, His intended 

dwelling place for all the world to see (Col. 1:27). 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 1. As quoted in The Portland Tribune, 8/15/18.   
 2. J Preston Eby, The Appearing, Book 2,  
             CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform;  

             First edition (September 17, 2014), (p. 300-304  
             online version,       

             https://kingdombiblestudies.org ) 
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Chapter 18 

What is Salvation? 
  
As we have discussed, the primary aim of modern-day 

evangelical Christianity is to “get saved”. It’s been the 
mission of evangelistic meetings, crusades, and door to 

door campaigns for decades. People are invited to repent of 
their sins, ask for God’s forgiveness, and receive the free 
gift of eternal life. The message is, unless you do these 

things, your chances of winding up in hell after death are 
fairly good. 

 
While this message is supported from scripture, it is also an 
illustration of how these scriptures are filtered through the 

separation from God paradigm. Through this perspective, 
sinful man can return to God or be saved only through a 

process of qualifying steps. But there is more to salvation 
or being saved than clicking off the boxes, following steps 
of repentance, asking for forgiveness, or even being 

administered church sacraments. Salvation is more than 
having your ticket punched for heaven as a “get-out-of-hell 

card”. This perspective presents another “hurdle” that must 
be overcome in our journey to know Jesus as us. 
 

As a young boy, I remember the many times I “went 
forward” to be saved (1). Being concerned about my 

eternal future, I responded to many “evangelistic” 
invitations, but was never convinced I had gotten what I 
was promised. I was told I could be sure I was saved, 

because the Bible said so, and all I had to do was accept 
it.  While that sounded okay, it still did not satisfy my need 

for deeper assurance. 
 

Some teachers further complicated this, claiming that if I 
had been saved, there was still the possibility of losing my 
salvation. In fact, I grew up in a doctrinal teaching that 

said if you did not keep yourself holy, you could forfeit 
God’s grace and end up in hell after all. It was my Calvinist 

friends, on the other hand, who always assured me that 
once I was saved, I was always saved. But who was right 
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(2)? The question caused intense debates in college and 
seminary, and even among pastor friends. 

 
With the alternate paradigm of always living inside of God, 

I have since discovered salvation is not about a process of 
coming to peace with God, but about a knowledge of who I 
am as His vessel. It’s not just receiving something from 

God, it’s receiving Him. Being saved does not entirely mean 
I am exempt from judgment or hell; it’s being reunited with 

God in my conscious knowing. It’s about knowing the 
Father and that I am His son through the spirit of Christ 
(Jn. 17:3; Rom. 8:15,16). Knowing I have His LIFE is what 

distinguishes me from merely being another religious 
performer. 

 
Paul says, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life (Rom.5:10). Through the wrong choice of our ancestor 

Adam, all humanity was indwelt with the wrong deity until 
Christ redeemed us back to the Father through His death. 

That reconciliation returned the correct deity, the Spirit of 
Life in Christ, to our containers. Being saved is therefore 

having the correct spirit within us, the correct “knower” (1 
Cor. 2:11). 
 

Paul also says we have all died with Jesus when He died, 
and that we have all been raised with Him (Rom. 6:6) (3). 

If we believe what God says, then our life is none other 
than Jesus. We have no other existence. We died, and the 
only life we now have is His risen life. His life saves us from 

nothingness. This is the meaning of Gal. 2:20. The “I” of 
my illusionary self no longer lives, yet what is still living as 

me is Jesus, the only life I have. Salvation is ultimately 
knowing that my life is Him. 
  

Living in and as Jesus, the only life we have, is living in the 
eonian life that we discussed in the last chapter. It is living 

again from the “tree of life”, the true life of God flowing 
through our spiritual arteries, the rivers of living water 
flowing out of our hearts (Jn. 7:37). As we grow in our 

knowledge and understanding of this LIFE, we experience 
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more of what Paul also describes as the fullness of God in 
us (Eph. 3:19). 

 
We have a generation of Christians living their lives by the 

Bible and moral principles, but have no intimate knowledge 
of Christ, let alone as their lives. They respect God and 
know how to serve Him but have no personal knowledge of 

His life in them. They are experiencing what has been 
called the “Jesus deficit disorder” (4). They know a thing, 

but not a living person. 
 
Salvation needs to move from an external separation 

perspective to an internal, union knowledge, the only 
reality. It must move from something done to us to 

something done in us. The living Christ is seated in our 
hearts through faith, and He becomes real in our 
consciousness as part of our lives, like knowing a spouse. 

This is why once Paul met Christ, he gave up everything to 
know Him more. He found nothing compared to having this 

intimate “knowing” of Jesus as his life (Phil. 3:8-10). He is 
there, in us too, ready to be known. 

 
What was your experience when you got saved? Did you 
merely acquire your ticket to heaven plus a new set of 

standards for living, or did you come to know the greatest 
person you will ever meet? Move on from only being saved 

from hell to growing in your knowledge of Him (2 Pet. 
3:18). You’ll find being saved is much more exciting and 
fulfilling when you get to know who you are in Him.   

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

1. Getting out of your seat and going forward to an          
altar was the common way in the Evangelical 
church, a person responded to the invitation of 

salvation. 
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2. The common debate among Protestants   
concerning God’s salvation followed either of two 

theological poles of thought. On the one hand, 
the Armenian teaching holds that salvation is 

achieved by an act of free will by believers and 
must be diligently held onto. On the other hand, 
the Calvinist believes salvation is a sovereign act 

of God, not by man’s efforts. The latter belief is 
commonly referred to as “once saved, always          

saved” or predestination. 
3. Dennis D, Was Jesus just a ‘saver’?,          

https://nwmenscoalition.wordpress.com, 

12/9/18.   
4. Frank Viola and Leonard Sweet, The Jesus 

Manifesto, Thomas Nelson, 2016, Intro, p. xv.   
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Chapter 19 

What is God like? 
 

My theological training and understanding of God were that 

He was super holy, a consuming fire, lived in heaven, and 
hated sin. I was taught I must fear Him because He could 

send me to hell, so it was good news Jesus came to save 
me from that possibility (1). That “gospel” said God was 
“appeased” by the death of His Son, so as a sinner I could 

escape eternal torment. However, I couldn’t take His mercy 
for granted. I still needed to show God that I deserved the 

“grace card” by pleasing Him, or I would lose the deal and 
fall back into His judgment. 
 

Thankfully, through the union paradigm lens, I now know 
God in a profoundly different way. Until anyone 

understands scripture through this paradigm, they will find 
it difficult to know God as any person other than a 
capricious judge and Jesus as no more than the solution for 

sin. Through this lens, Jesus was not only a Savior, but 
also how we know the Father, showing us what God is 

really like. Jesus said to His followers, He who has seen Me 
has seen the Father; (Jn.14:9), and, I and My Father are 
one (Jn.10:30). If Jesus and the Father were one in being 

and appearance, then He is how we understand the true 
nature of God. 

 
The traditional doctrines of Christianity, based on the 
separation paradigm, lead us to think that Jesus was 

merely acting as a middleman between us and God. If, on 
the other hand, we take Jesus at His word regarding His 

unity with the Father, then we must conclude something 
altogether different about who He was and what He did. He 

was more than just a super, sinless human. He made God 
visible and knowable. 
 

The “lie” Satan expressed in the garden about how we are 
to know God is the origin of the separation perspective (2). 

Adam’s choice to believe Satan forever changed how 
humanity understands and relates to God. Yes, God is an 
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ultra-holy being, full of judgment, and a consuming fire - if 
seen through that lens. Like Adam, man has always 

“hidden” from God, because this filter does not produce 
joy, but only guilt and shame. The Law only compounds the 

issue by showing even more drastically man’s sin and the 
holiness of God. If we continue to believe that we are 
separated from God and unworthy, then that is how we will 

see Him, a God of wrath and fearful judgment. But is this 
how God should be known? 

 
Scripture says no one has seen God, but God gave us the 
best picture of Himself in His Son (Jn. 5:37). Scripture says 

He is the (visible) image of the invisible God (Col.1:15, 
parentheses added). Therefore, it is important to 

understand who Jesus was and is. Was He truly God in 
human flesh, a visible, tangible expression of the Father or 
a sinless, angelic like being? Was He “holy and 

unapproachable” or was He someone that people were 
drawn to and comfortable with? 

 
Jesus, as God-visible, restored the proper view of God. He 

displayed God’s heart as “gentle and lowly” (Matt.11:29). 
He demonstrated kindness, tenderness, and forgiveness 
(Eph. 4:32). Dare we conclude this is who the Father really 

is? Jesus’ mission was to be a ransom, and a servant to 
man (Matt. 20:28). Is this not the real nature of God? 

Jesus went to the cross, bled and died a cruel death. Was 
that not the Father showing His passion through Christ 
reconciling us back to Himself (2 Cor.5:19)? Should we 

conclude that God is someone other than what Jesus 
revealed? Does He want to be known as dangerous or as a 

loving Father (Luke 15:11-32)?   
  
Jesus is how the Father fully intends us to know Him. God 

did have a side that was vengeful, jealous against sin. He 
did have a self for self-nature, and that nature is how most 

people living under the wrong lens have known Him. But 
God chose to “fix” Himself as a self for others (3), and He 
has shown us the nature of that self through Jesus. Just as 

the sun is a consuming fire, so is God. But God has placed 
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an atmosphere between us and the sun, so its burning rays 
are diffused and softened. Jesus is the “diffuser” showing 

us the self for others-Father, that He wants to be known 
by. When we accept Jesus, we come to see the Father with 

new eyes, and not only understand who He is, but also 
ourselves. Jesus is the only “way” we can come to this 
knowledge. When we see Jesus, the one who was meek 

and lowly, couldn’t even carry His own cross, we see 
Father’s real character. With the Spirit of Christ dwelling in 

us, as us, we realize how much we are like the Father, and 
we see our true selves.   
 

I needed a different lens to see what scripture truly says 
about Jesus and His role in revealing the Father. Once I 

saw it, I no longer held onto my old theological bias and sin 
complex but began to enjoy the wonderful Truth about who 
the Father really is. Jesus IS the Way to knowing the 

Father. He is the Father’s revelation sent into the earth (Jn. 
17:3). 

 
 

 
 

1. Luke 12:5 is one of the chief passages used to 

support the belief that God can and may throw 
me into hell at a whim. This is a complete 

distortion of God’s nature.    
2. The lie is, For God knows that when you eat from 

it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil (Gen. 3:5; Rom. 
1:25). First, man was already like God, and 

secondly, moral perfection is not the path to 
know God. Cf. chapter 7 Guilt and Shame.   

3. Norman Grubb describes God as “fixing” Himself 

as a self for others in his books The Spontaneous 
You, p. 206 and The Meaning of Life, p. 548. 

Zerubbabel Press. 
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Chapter 20 

But I am not perfect 
 
Even though Satan’s image of God as a high, demanding, 

moral judge was a misstatement, it is still hard to rid 
ourselves of the “imperfection doctrine”. The Christianity I 

grew up with always portrayed God and Jesus as the 
models of holiness and absolute perfection. So, my 
teachers encouraged me to be more like Jesus and less my 

imperfect self. I am certain that many of you were also told 
you are not “worthy” to take on the image of Jesus without 

much correction and spiritual transformation, which could 
only be done through discipline, self-denial, and spiritual 
growth. This is one of the most common hurdles to 

overcome in believing we live as Jesus. 
 

In the previous chapter, we discussed how Satan’s 
definition of God was his scheme to malign God to Adam 
(1). According to our English Bibles, God did say He knows 

good and evil (Gen. 3:22), but that is not the way He 
desired for man to know Him (2). Satan, who was himself 

God’s creation of absolute beauty (Ezek.28:12), chose to 
describe God this way because his own heart was full of 
jealous envy (Isa.14:14). Adam, a man created from dirt, 

struck with the beauty of Satan’s image (3), also became 
envious. Thus, Adam chose to accept this distorted view of 

God and himself, even though he was already God’s perfect 
image and likeness. Adam chose instead to know God 
through the lens of moral comparison, the Tree of 

Knowledge. Consequently, God had to ban him from the 
garden, since it is impossible to eat from the Tree of Life, 

while also believing in this lie. The way to Life is not 
striving to be good enough, but to accept who you are in 

Christ.  
 
This view of God became the foundation for the covenant 

God made with man by the Mosaic law. Man could not 
approach a holy, perfect God without obedience and 

sacrifice, because God was portrayed as vengeful and full 
of wrath against the wickedness of man (4). Consequently, 
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the primary role of the Old Testament prophets was to call 
people to account for their sin and imperfection. Sadly, 

when preachers today use Old Testament references for 
their messages, this is the God they perceive. This view 

even distorts the New Testament gospel. Is God a God of 
love and mercy, or is He still focused on whether we are 
good or evil? New Testament readers are still prone to view 

themselves as “falling short” and miss the “rest” of living in 
and as Jesus (Heb.4:1). 

 
An excellent example of this distortion is how Matthew 5:48 
is commonly translated. The old King James Version has Be 

ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is 
perfect. Thus, the driving motivation and summary for 

Christian living is to match the moral perfection of God. 
However, if you look closely at the original Greek from 
which the English translates “be perfect”, the KJV English 

misses the point. The idea is not that we must strive to be 
perfect, but that we are perfect as we live out the Father’s 

heart. Perfection is not the goal; the goal is acting like the 
Father in how we treat others around us. We do not need 

to strive to be like Him, we simply follow who we already 
are as His image and likeness. Loving our enemies as the 
Father does is living in His perfection. We are perfect, as 

we live out who we already are in Him. We can never 
become something other than what we already are. 

 
So, if perfection is not the goal, contrary to what Satan 
would have us believe, is there any need for correction or 

change?  What do we do with our seeming imperfections? 
This is precisely the problem. We choose to believe in 

appearances rather than what is actual. If it is true that we 
are already perfect in Jesus, as Paul reminds us (Col.2:10), 
then we should view our weaknesses differently. Perhaps 

the greatest illustration of this is Paul's own experience. 
Faced with a “thorn in the flesh”, whether physical or 

spiritual, we do not know for certain, Paul cried out to God 
for relief (2 Cor.12:7-10). He “begged” God for 
deliverance, but God’s answer was not to change the 

circumstance, but to encourage Paul to comprehend God in 
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the circumstance. He reminded Paul that God's grace was 
perceived and made evident in his weaknesses. God is not 

demanding we get free of weakness or imperfection, but He 
Himself is working to carry us through those weaknesses. 

Paul subsequently realized he was actually perfect in his 
imperfections. This is who and how God works. He does not 
demand we strive to be like Satan’s God of absolute 

perfection, but know that God is working in us, manifesting 
Himself perfectly through our frail humanity. Paul’s 

confidence was that we have this “treasure”, the perfect 
God of the universe, inside these earthen vessels. And it is 
in these earthy, dirt vessels that God chooses to make 

himself known. That is the glory of God in man. 
 

Let's be confident that God has chosen to manifest Himself 
in us as we are. We do not need to strive to be perfect, but 
simply recognize we live inside of a perfect God. If you feel 

you are not measuring up, ask yourself if it is really God 
pointing this out. He does not accuse us, as does the 

adversary, but is the One at work in us shaping us as His 
masterpiece (Eph. 2:10). His idea of perfection is not what 

I have been taught (5). 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 1. Also, review chapter 14, The Super Christ.   

 2. If God wanted to be known this way, as the lie of   
             Satan described, why did He continue to be  

             displeased with man's efforts? But in fact, when  
             people exchanged the truth of God for this lie,  
             God had to give them up to their own lusts  

             (Rom.1:24,25).   
 3. Gen. 3:1 describes Satan as a serpent, but this  

             account was written after He had been cursed by  
             God in 3:14. His appearance to Adam and Eve was  
             one of perfection and beauty (Ezek.28:12,13). Cf.  

             Chapter 6, footnote #3 
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 4. Paul says the Law was “added” or came as  
         an addition to the original covenant God   

         had made with Abraham, because this was  
         how the Hebrew people chose to know            

         God (Gal. 3:19).   
  5. For more on this subject, see Dennis D.,            

        You are not acting like Christ.,            

         https://nwmenscoalition.wordpress.com/,  
        10/18/18. 
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Chapter 21 

What is God’s Ultimate Goal? 
 

This might be the most controversial chapter I have written 

thus far in this book. It's with trepidation that I am about 
to challenge the most cherished doctrine in Christianity 

concerning the end times. The result may be that you, my 
reader, may now judge me to be the heretic you have 
suspicioned all along. But my hope is that by now you have 

come to view your life and God with the same perspective 
as mine, our complete union with Christ. 

 
For centuries, the doctrine of the “rapture” and the final 
judgments of God have been the “coup de gras” of 

Christianity. God gets the final say and revenge on a world 
that will not repent of its wickedness. This is through the 

paradigm that God is a moral judge, expecting perfection 
from humanity, because holiness is His greatest value. To 
God, unregenerate humanity is “totally depraved” and must 

finally be dealt with (1). Humans had their chance to be 
saved and missed it, so God has no choice but to destroy 

them, like He did in the days of Noah, Sodom, and 
Gomorrah. 
 

But not only in this view is God angry with unbelieving 
sinners, but He is also not pleased with believers who 

continue to sin. None promoted this theology more than 
the early church teacher Augustine, who believed that 
man’s flesh is the greatest enemy in achieving God’s favor. 

He hated his own flesh and believed he would not make it 
into heaven unless he prevailed on God’s mercy (2). Thus, 

the “obedience gospel” has been the mantra of Christianity, 
whereby man must bring his flesh into submission before 

God can reward him fully in heaven (3). 
 
This perspective especially changes how we view the book 

of Revelation. The interpretation is not of the loving Jesus 
being triumphant in His church, but of a nightmare of 

judgment and destruction. The word apocalypse has 
changed its meaning from the unveiling of something 
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wonderful to a picture of horrible calamity. It's the stuff of 
Hollywood and has earned millions for religious and 

nonreligious filmmakers alike (4). Consequently, most 
people hesitate to read the book, even though it promises 

a blessing, because it only conjures up fear and guilt. The 
image of God proposed by Satan in the garden has 
prevailed in their minds, and the encouraging value of the 

book has been lost. 
 

Once again, our view of God and sin is not what God says - 
sin is no longer an issue! As we discussed in chapter 11, 
God has dealt sin a fatal blow in our death with Christ. It is 

finished! The cross, following the manifestation of God in 
the flesh as Jesus, is the greatest event in history. It is the 

memorial to the defeat of Satan’s wrong portrayal of God in 
our minds. It symbolizes the annihilation of everything that 
was against us, stripping it away, and signaling Christ’s 

triumph and victory in reconciling us back to peace and 
union with God (Col. 2:14,15). It now stands behind us, 

not before us. Through the cross, we have been saved and 
raised with Christ, but we truly don’t know it! Only in the 

minds of those who refuse to accept this truth does sin still 
exist. For them, the battle is still real, and sinful flesh must 
be overcome. But the victory lies simply in the renewal of 

their minds, to discover the truth of their acceptance and 
union with God. As they learn to put on Jesus, the false 

narrative and image of a punitive God is erased. 
 
As we return to the truth about our lives as one with God in 

Christ, we more clearly realize God’s ultimate goal. Instead 
of destruction, we now find reconciliation. God has 

redeemed man back to his initial purpose of being the 
manifestation of God to the world. God’s greatest desire is 
not to be feared as a tyrannical judge in heaven, but to be 

seen and known through His many sons. As Jesus is 
recognized in His body of believers, all creation will return 

to the knowledge of its creator (Rom. 8:19). Jesus will be 
given His rightful place as the Lord and sustainer of the 
universe, whereby God will again be known as all in all (1 

Cor. 15:28). Revelation is now a picture of Paul’s gospel 
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from God’s perspective, the unveiling of Jesus in His body, 
the church. It is not about future events or the end of the 

world, but of God’s work in us, unfolding the image of 
Jesus in our lives and fellowships. 

 
This is the meaning behind the judgments we see in 
Revelation and elsewhere in the Bible. They are not God’s 

final act against rebellious humanity, but the process of 
restoring man to a knowledge of God. God does not force 

His will upon anyone. That is the satanic picture of God. 
Judgement is the product of man’s stiff-necked unbelief 
(5). God is love, and His love wins man from his psychotic, 

pretend story of himself to be replaced by the story of 
Jesus. That was Paul’s prayer that Jesus would be formed 

in his readers' lives (Gal.4:20). Jesus is our true life (Col. 
3:4), and God will go to great lengths to reveal Him as 
such. His love is being perfected in us, so that we would 

comprehend Jesus as He IS (1 Jn. 4:17). The time for this 
to happen may take “ages”, but time does not bind God, 

nor is He stuck in “eternity”. Eternal life is not living in 
some everlasting place in the universe, it's coming to a 

knowing of our Father and Jesus sent now (Jn.17:3). 
 
Our historical interpretation of scripture views the Bible as 

full of punishment and torment brought upon man by God. 
But, looking at scripture through the lens of union life, we 

realize a different God. This God’s heart is continually 
toward man and only seeks to be known by him. We see 
through this view that God shares the same form with man 

and is constantly working in him to bring out the image of 
Jesus. Why would this God want to snatch man out of the 

environment in which He wants to be known? If this God 
lives in man, even in those who don’t know it, then the 
outcome will be greatly different. 

 
Furthermore, God has given us patterns all through the 

Scripture to help us realize His goal. One of the most 
prominent illustrations of his plan are the Feasts of Israel. 
If we want to understand how He unfolds the revelation of 

Himself, look at the three major feasts and their 
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fulfillments in Jesus. The first two, Passover and Pentecost, 
correlate with the revelation of Jesus in flesh and spirit and 

have been fulfilled in history. Only the Feast of 
Tabernacles, the gathering of God’s people to share in the 

wonderful community with God in their midst, has yet to 
fully occur. But it is near (6). God intends to be known 
dwelling with and in His people in the earth. That is His 

desire, His heart. God’s home is not in heaven, but in us 
(Jn. 14:23; Rev. 21:3-4). This is where He desires to live 

and be known through a humanity that loves and serves 
one another. This is the new covenant He made with man, 
and He does not plan to ever revoke it! 

 
Let's put on the proper lens to view the Father as He wants 

to be known. Let's read the Bible with the paradigm of 
Christ in the Father, we in Christ, and Christ in us (Jn. 
14:20). We will then be full of hope and not live in fear of 

judgment, as we typically hear from our preachers and 
teachers who have labored under the old lens for centuries. 

We will see an entirely different plan for us and the world. 
 

 
 
 

 
1. “Total depravity” is a term developed by Christian            

              reformer John Calvin, describing man’s nature as            
              thoroughly corrupt and sinful due to the Fall. Cf            
              Total depravity - Wikipedia  

 2.  Augustine understood that we are helpless to  
attain eternal life with God in Heaven without 

God’s grace. And to receive that Grace, we must 
petition God constantly in prayer, asking for the 
gift of salvation. From comments to the article by 

James Boyce, Don’t Blame the Devil: St 
Augustine and Original Sin, 

https://www.utne.com/ 
 3.  Cf. What is the “obedience” gospel? ,            
              https://nwmenscoalition.wordpress.com,   

              11/16/17.   

https://www.utne.com/
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4. One of the most popular Christian books and   
    movie series on the end times is Left Behind,   

    by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins, the novels  
    produced from 2000-2006 by Tyndale House.   
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Chapter 22 

Believing in Another Gospel 
 

One of the most subtle delusions of early Christianity was 

the belief in “another gospel”. Paul was so aggravated 
about this deception in the 1st century churches of Galatia 

that he declared two times in his letter to them, if anyone 
preaches any other gospel to you than what you have 
received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:8-9). 

 
What was the other gospel? Most teachers will tell you Paul 

was referring to the insistence of Jewish leaders that 
followers of Jesus had to still keep the laws of the Mosaic 
covenant. They admitted that Christ was the Passover 

Lamb slain for sin, but the law was still needed to maintain 
personal holiness. Modern Christian teachers agree this is 

false. Christ’s death fulfilled the law, so Christians today do 
not need it, only grace. That makes the problem of this 
deception no longer pertinent today. But is that the case? 

 
What many believers today don’t realize is they still keep a 

form of old covenant law. It’s simply disguised as a modern 
version. Here are some questions that may help you know 
if you are living by "another gospel": 

 
1. Do you believe you are just a sinner saved by grace?  

2. Do you need to obey or serve the Lord?  
3. Are you trying to live by the principles of the Bible?  
4. Is it your aim to be more like Jesus?  

5. Do you believe your faith is not valid without some        
    outward demonstration? 

6. Do you strive to maintain godly behavior?  
7. Is it important to grow spiritually?  

8. Is it necessary to be under the authority of spiritual       
    leaders?  
9. Is church attendance necessary to be a true Christian? 

10. Is heaven your goal?  
 

What does answering yes to any of these questions reveal? 
It indicates you believe it is necessary to perform or 
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become something as a Christ follower. But how is that 
different from keeping the law? You are practicing the 

same obligation to God, only now you are adding Jesus to 
the equation. Any form of obedience even to Jesus is 

keeping law. It is what Paul calls to be in bondage (Gal. 
4:9; 5:1). A modern phrase for it is “Christ plus” or Jesus 
plus rules and guidelines. It is not the true gospel. 

 
As I described in chapter 3, I never realized there was 

another gospel or that I was deceived. I grew up in a 
Christian denomination that followed evangelists and 
teachers like John Wesley, Charles Spurgeon, Billy Graham, 

and others. Confessing your sins, accepting Jesus as your 
personal Savior, living by the Bible, and looking forward to 

heaven were the trademarks of my Christianity. Not only 
were these the doctrines I was taught in Sunday School, 
but they were also expounded in college and seminary. It 

never occurred to me that what we called the gospel, or 
“good news” was in many ways the other gospel.  

 
The true gospel Paul preached was that Jesus ended every 

obligation, every thought of having to do or be something, 
every sense of lingering guilt or unworthiness. All that 
ended at the cross. Not only were our sins atoned for, but 

also our sin nature (separation consciousness) was 
destroyed (1). We no longer need to practice biblical 

principles or laws, because we are actually dead to all that. 
We now live as Christ, He is our only life, we have no other 
life (Gal. 2:20; Col. 3:11b). There is nothing more we 

need. Nothing (2)!! 
 

The gospel Paul preached was based on the original 
promise to Abraham, which preceded the Mosaic covenant 
of law by 430 years (Gal.3:15-19). The latter was an 

admission, because the Israelites asked for it, and God 
used it to show the futility of their thinking they could be 

righteous by performance (3). True, right living with God 
was never based on performance, but on trust or faith 
(Gen.15:6). This was how Abraham would receive the 

promise. But not only was this promise made to Abraham, 
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but also to his Seed, capitol S, a singular person, Jesus. He 
is the inheritor of the promise, and it is through His faith 

that we receive that same promise. Living by the faith of 
Jesus is the true gospel. It is not our faith, our personal 

expectation of God’s blessing, it's living in Him, and He in 
us that we also inherit the blessings of God. We are not 
separate beings from God, striving to receive righteousness 

on our own. We live in Him, and He lives as us. We simply 
need to acknowledge it, trusting what God has said is true. 

 
Years of “right doctrine” Christianity have taken their toll 
on believers today. They are following a gospel that isn’t 

good news at all. Modern Christianity still emphasizes 
conformity-based environments, personal asceticism, and 

the escape from this world into the next. Christians are not 
living by the union life of John 14:20 but are still worried 
by the “falling short” of Rom. 3:23. The simplicity of living 

in Christ, and He in them, has been lost to their 
comprehension. Most believers today respond to this claim 

by asking, “How can this be true? Doesn’t the Bible say I 
need to do something?” (4). The power of the true gospel 

is that it is all Christ! Let Him be your life, you have no 
other life than Him. Don’t be fooled! Put away this “other 
gospel” for the simple acceptance of Him living as you. 

That is the true, good news! 
 

 
 
 

 1. Refer to Part 2, The Sin Issue.   
 2. Refer to Appendix B, The Two Gospels.  

 3. At Mount Sinai, the Hebrews preferred not to hear          
             directly from God, but instead asked Moses to be  
             their mediator and tell them “what to do” (Ex.  

             19:8; 20:19).   
 4. The question is asked, “But what about Paul’s          

instructions to believers in his letters?” Paul was 
not laying out prescriptions on how to be a 
Christian, but descriptions. He described how a 

believer naturally lives in Jesus. 
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Chapter 23 

Becoming Like Jesus 
 
For much of its history, Christianity has taught that man 

must spiritually grow or mature to meet God’s 
expectations. As early as the second century, movements 

sprang up, like the Montanists (1) and others, emphasizing 
personal sacrifice and asceticism as the ways to become 
godly. Continuing from the 4th through the 8th centuries, 

church leaders taught that man’s sinful nature is the 
greatest obstacle to living a holy life. The chief proponent 

of this theology was Augustine, whose writings are the 
foundation for western Christian theology and doctrine 
today. As a pastor, I was always looking for the newest 

“canned” program that could be used as an all-church 
campaign for spiritual renewal and maturity of my 

congregants. 
 
As I shared earlier, my own spiritual journey focused on 

one thing-to become like Jesus. My mantra was “more like 
Jesus, less like me”. I went through every popular 

discipleship or spiritual renewal program I could find to 
achieve this objective. I was so convinced this process was 
divinely ordered, I even considered studying to obtain a 

post graduate degree in the subject of “spiritual 
transformation”. 

 
I discovered, surprisingly, that my intentions were nothing 
short of practicing a form of Old Testament obedience, 

which is the other gospel I discussed in the previous 
chapter. My desire to be like Jesus was based on my own 

effort, a dubious idea of who I should be. I learned the 
liberating truth of Paul’s gospel, that I am already like 

Jesus. The Law says, “strive to be”. The grace of Christ 
says, “You already are”. God doesn’t say, “strive to be like 
Christ”. He says I am complete in Christ, that Christ is my 

life, and to live is Christ (Col. 2:10; 3:4; Gal. 2:20). 
 

How has it happened that I am already like Jesus? It is 
because He first became me! One of the greatest 
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exchanges in all the universe happened when Jesus agreed 
to become sinful humanity. He became us so that we could 

become Him. Paul says, He (God) made Him who knew no 
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21, parentheses 
added). In the garden that night before His death on the 
cross, Jesus agreed to drink the “cup”, the horrible 

condition of mankind brought on by the belief of separation 
from God (Matt. 26:42). He drank in the plight of our 

separated selves to become us, so that in Him we could die 
to this falsehood and arise to true life in Him (Rom. 6:6). 
Through this exchange, we are “conciliated” (2) or 

reconciled back to the right relationship with the Father (2 
Cor. 5:18-19). 

 
There is a principle in God’s universe - you become what 
you eat or drink. The first couple of humanity became 

estranged from God in their consciousness through eating 
the forbidden fruit. Later, God described certain foods 

which would make the Israelites “unclean” (Lev. 11:1-47). 
Jesus declared that people should eat of His flesh and drink 

of His blood to have life (Jn. 6:53-57). He told us to 
continue the practice of participating in His life by eating 
the bread and wine at the ceremonial supper (Mk. 14:22-

24). The same was true for Jesus. He drank the cup of our 
estranged humanity to become what we were. In becoming 

us, we in turn became Him. Whatever Jesus did, we were 
included in Him. This is why Paul could say it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me...who loved me and gave 

Himself for me (Gal. 2:20). We now live as Jesus because 
He lives as us.  

 
But if Jesus has become us, and we live as Him, why did 
Paul say we need to exercise yourself toward godliness (1 

Tim. 4:7-8)? Are the scriptures not a prescription for how 
to become godly (2 Tim. 3:16)? There is another principle 

of God that you cannot become something other than what 
you already are. A species can only begat the same species 
(Gen. 1:21). You cannot become like Jesus unless you are 

already His "kind". God says we were created in the same 
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likeness as Him (Gen. 1:26). Jesus was the “firstborn” of 
that same likeness, or expression of God. In the paradigm 

of our union with God, we now look at the scriptures as not 
prescriptive, but descriptive. They do not help us become 

someone or something else, but they tell us who we 
already are. Paul’s teachings describe our lives as we live in 
Jesus. 

 
Perhaps the best illustration of this principle is the practice 

of coaching people in various life skills. Good coaches in 
sports, for example, do not try to make people superior 
athletes, but seek to develop the athletic talent already 

there in their minds and bodies. Not everyone can be an 
NBA star unless they have the innate ability. The basketball 

coach knows the potential is in the person and helps 
develop their respective talent. At this writing, we are 
witnessing the outstanding abilities of the athletes at the 

2020 (2021) Summer Olympics. When asked how these 
people could win their respective medals, the common 

answer was that they discovered early on they had the 
ability and desire and stayed with it. As sons of God, we 

already know that Christ lives in us, as us, according to 
what God has said. Our mission is to encourage each other 
to live out Christ’s life. We remind each other of who we 

are and encourage each other to live according to the truth 
(3). 

 
There is no way humanly or spiritually that I can ever 
become like Jesus. What a falsehood to believe I can. 

There is no way this could ever happen unless Jesus had 
not made it possible. He is the one who chose to live as 

me. As I live this life, I do so with the confidence that it is 
not me attempting to be the best person I can, but Jesus 
living out His life through me. He is the one desiring to be 

revealed, glorifying the Father in me (Jn.17:22-24). It is 
Jesus who desires to live in my flesh and show the world 

who the Father is. I share this body with Him so that He 
can accomplish what the Father has sought to do in 
bringing many sons to glory (Heb. 2:10). I simply say, Let 

it be with me, just as you say. (Lk. 1:38, The Message). 
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1. David Bernard, A History of Christian 
Doctrine: Abridged in One Volume, Word 

Aflame Press, 2016.   
2. The Greek word in 2 Cor. 5:18 is Katallássō 

(Strong’s 2644), which was originally used 
for the exchange of coins, or as we say, “to 
make change”. Hence, of persons, to 

change from enmity to friendship.          
Once we (not God) are conciliated, we are 

reconciled to Him. 
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 Living as Jesus 
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Chapter 24 

The Definition and Purpose of Man 
 
In 2002, Rick Warren, a megachurch pastor in southern 

California, published a book called The Purpose Driven Life. 
By 2007, it had sold 30 million copies, and according to 

Publishers Weekly, it was the “bestselling nonfiction 
hardback in history.” Hundreds of churches across America 
and the world, including the one where I served as 

associate pastor, participated in a “40-day Spiritual 
Journey” by going through the book. The promise was that 

our congregation would discover life’s most important 
question: What on earth am I here for? By the end of the 
journey, you will know God’s purpose for your life and the 

Big Picture-how all the pieces of your life fit together (1). 
After our church finished the journey, the lead pastor 

quickly suggested the next all church book study. 
Apparently, discovering “the big picture” wasn’t enough. 
 

In 90AD, the apostle John released a book containing his 
rendition of the life of Jesus. In it, he recalled a prayer of 

Jesus in the last hours of His life, recorded for us in chapter 
17. Jesus asked for something dear to the Father’s heart 
(2), which the psalmists and prophets of the Old Testament 

had repeatedly declared for years (3). Now, Jesus, fully 
aware of His commission from the Father, prayed for the 

Father’s desire to be realized in Himself and His followers. 
His request is the basis of the definition and purpose of 
man. 

 
Rick Warren defines man’s chief goal and purpose as 

becoming like Jesus and preparing for heaven. That is 
simply a contemporary version of the Nicene Council’s 

summary statement in 325AD. Jesus had already defined 
man’s goal in 33AD. In His prayer, He asked the Father to 
glorify the Son, so that He could in turn glorify the Father. 

He also asked that His disciples share in that same glory 
(Jn. 17:1, 24). This glory is the key element in 

understanding man’s purpose. What is this glory? 
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John says in the first chapter of his book that the Word 
(Jesus) became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 

His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth (Jn. 1:14, parentheses added). Jesus 

was born a human out of and full of the Father. He was the 
embodiment of the Father, the Father made known. He 
boldly declared to His disciples, He who has seen Me has 

seen the Father (Jn. 14:9). As Spirit, God’s greatest desire 
is to be recognized and known (4). For that, He needs a 

body. The Psalmist David wrote, speaking prophetically of 
Jesus, but a body you have prepared for Me (Heb.10:5). 
Jesus appeared as the flesh of God; the Father revealed. 

Now, the world could see and know God, and understand 
His true character. 

 
Glory is God being recognized and known. The word in 
Greek means a good opinion of something, resulting in 

praise and honor (5). The God of the universe is recognized 
in man, the highest of His creation, fulfilling God’s covenant 

promise that all would know Him (Jer. 31:34; Heb. 8:11).  
As the image and likeness of God, man is the only created 

being with the capacity to display the Person of Father God. 
Jesus prayed, as the “bright” revelation of the Father 
(Heb.1:3), that His disciples would also display the same 

revelation knowledge of God. The world could form a "good 
opinion" about God through each of them and the millions 

after them. This then is the definition and purpose of man, 
the glory of the Father, the revelation of who He is, 
bringing Him all the praise and honor. 

 
The old Westminster Confession, the foundation of modern 

reformed theology and doctrine, and The Purpose Driven 
Life, states that the chief end of man is to glorify God and 
enjoy Him forever. It goes on to say, (the Word of God, the 

Old and New Testament scripture), is the only rule to direct 
us how we may glorify and enjoy him (6). In other words, 

man must conform his life to a set of rules to glorify God, 
which is nothing more than law, the “other gospel”, rooted 
in the Tree of Knowledge (7). 

 



 

114 

 

God says we are already His glory, there is no need to 
strive for it (1 Cor. 11:7). The prototype of our race is 

Jesus. He was the glory of God before He ever performed 
any obedience to the Father. His mission was to reconcile 

man away from the death of obedience and back to life in 
union with God. Through His death and resurrected life, we 
are again the glorious home for Him and the Father (Jn. 

14:23). We now live in perfect fellowship with our creator 
and our salvation, even if we do not realize it. That is why 

Paul said, Jesus in us is the hope of glory (Col. 1:27). 
There is no fulfillment of our purpose outside of living in 
Jesus. We are created to be in Him, not try to be like Him. 

He is our life; we have no other life (Gal. 2:20). 
 

Living out our purpose means simply living in harmony with 
who we are in Jesus, without pretending to be who we are 
not. We live in weakness and imperfection, allowing His 

strength and power to be realized. This is grace, God at 
work in us, bringing all things to good. We live in suffering, 

which is used to “unveil” us as His sons and daughters, 
bringing the knowledge of God to all creation. We live in 

triumph, the ongoing victory of Jesus, who has defeated 
the enemy, overcoming the world and placing all things 
under His feet. In all these ways, the Father is seen and 

known through us. 
 

This is our purpose, the revelation of God in the universe, 
the definition and meaning of our lives. 
 

 
 

 
 

1. Kyle Kowalski, Detailed Summary of 'The Purpose 

Driven Life' by Rick Warren,          
https://www.sloww.com/  

2. Prayer is about knowing the desires of the Father          
and voicing them. 

3. Ps. 46:10,11; Isa 43:10,11; 45:6; Jer. 9:23-24; 

31:34 4.   

https://www.sloww.com/
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4. Cf. Chapter 21 
5. Strong's Greek:1391. δόξα (doxa) -- opinion          

(always good in N.T.), hence praise, honor, glory          
(biblehub.com) 

6. Shorter Catechism of the Assembly of Divines,          
apuritansmind.com. 7. Cf. Chapter 22 

7. Cf. Chapter 22 
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Chapter 25 

Eonian Life 
 
Most Christians are familiar with the term eternal life. 

Every believer hopes to receive it as the promise for 
repenting of sins and putting their faith in Jesus. It is 

defined as continued, unending life in heaven after death 
on earth. Consequently, believers live the best they can in 
this life, hoping to someday “wake up” in heaven, finally 

experiencing this promise of Jesus. 
 

But nowhere in the Bible is eternal life defined as heaven or 
life after death. In fact, it says very little about endless, 
eternal life, but it does talk about life in time. The Bible is 

the story of eternal God put into a span of time. The great 
mystery is God living in finite flesh (1 Tim. 3:16). Even in a 

passage of scripture traditionally used to describe heaven, 
there are “day and night”, primary elements of time (Rev. 
4:8). Jesus said heaven is now, we live in heaven and earth 

simultaneously (Mt. 3:2). Eternal life, then, is not heaven, 
and is certainly not a term suited to describe our living as 

Jesus. 
 
The problem stems from an inaccurate translation of the 

Greek adjective eonian, from the root word eon, meaning 
an indefinite period of time or age, as we discussed in 

chapter 17. The most common definitions are life that 
spans ages, age abiding life, or life of the ages (1). 
Because English has no direct equivalent for the Greek 

adjective, the Greek word itself is used in the most literal 
English translations, such as the Concordant Literal New 

Testament or CLNT (2). The English phrase eternal life 
consequently misleads Bible readers in their effort to 

understand the concept in the minds of the original writers.  
 
How do you describe eternal God living in finite, time 

bound bodies? God is timeless and always present. J. 
Preston Eby writes, Jesus said, 'Before Abraham was, I AM' 

(Jn. 5:58) — not 'Before Abraham was, I WAS.’ There are 
no past or future tenses in eternity. There is only one 
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eternal NOW! God is the eternal “IS” injected into time, 
living in us as His image and likeness. Eby goes on, He is 

not a far-off, untouchable God, ‘inhabiting eternity,’ as the 
King James Bible erroneously states, but a God made nigh, 

INHABITING THE AGES (3). We exist and have our being in 
Him, the ONE who does not change while we ourselves live 
in perpetual change. Eonian life is a state of being in ever-

changing ages. We have the quality of I AM while still 
becoming who we are. This eonian life unfolds God in me, 

and I grow in the knowledge of who I am as Jesus. I do not 
wait until heaven to be like Jesus, or currently strive to be 
like Him. I live in a state of continual unfolding of Jesus 

now. God is being released through me now in this age and 
coming ages (4).  

 
In chapter 21, we described eonian life as Jesus defined it 
in John 17:3, Now it is eonian life that they may know 

Thee, the only true God, and Him Whom Thou dost 
commission, Jesus Christ (CLNT). There is no way to know 

God, and who we are as His “out from” children, unless we 
have His Spirit in us. Our understanding of God was 

corrupted by the “spirit of error” which entered humanity in 
the garden. Since then, humanity has no intimate 
knowledge of God as Father until, through Jesus, we 

received the spirit of sonship, in which we are crying Abba, 
Father (Rom.8:15, CLNT). Jesus came to restore the 

correct deity Spirit of Truth within us, so that we could 
again know our union with our Father and we as His sons 
and daughters. This is the “glory” Jesus gives us, that we 

too realize we are the flesh of God, manifesting Himself to 
all creation.  

  
Eonian life is knowing God, and who we are. One is 
connected to the other. I cannot know who I am without 

knowing God, and vice versa. The life that spans ages lives 
in time bound bodies, giving us purpose and meaning. Paul 

spoke of eonian life as knowing as you are known (1 Cor. 
13:12). John further declared that we know who we are as 
Jesus, because we will see Him as He IS (1 Jn. 3:2, 

emphasis mine). This is the glorious experience of being, 
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not someday but now. All of God lives in all of me. I live as 
His Son. It is living in the present reality of John 14:20. We 

could fill countless books investigating the unfathomable 
mystery of eonian life, the fact of Christ in us, the hope of 

glory (Col. 1:27). 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1. Jonathan Mitchell, Eternal (Eonian) Life,          
https://www.jonathanmitchellnewtestamen

t.com/  
2. Concordant Literal New Testament, 

Concordant Publishing Concern, 1983. 

Curiously, you will not find this version 
listed on the popular online Bible search           

engine BibleGateway.com.  
3. Preston Eby, Candlestick Book 1, The 

Revelation of Jesus, p.122, 123, 
kingdombiblestudies.org,  

4. There are several ages or periods of time in 

God’s plan for us and the world. For a 
discussion on this topic, see AE Knoch, All 

in All, Concordant Publishing Concern,            
pp.194ff. 
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Chapter 26 

Kept by Father 
 

There is a phrase that has become popular in modern 

society, and it is often said about someone with a hint of 
jealousy, “He/She is kept”. The meaning of course is that a 

rich relative, usually an affluent spouse, is totally caring for 
the person. As we grow in the knowledge that Jesus lives 
in, and as us, we also realize how “kept” we are. We live 

inside of God, and He lives in us, and that union has 
enormous benefits. We can live our lives with the 

confidence that we are treasured and cared for.   
 
As we continue to read Jesus’ prayer recorded for us in 

John 17, we observe another request of Jesus to the 
Father. Jesus explained that while He was in the earth, He 

kept all the men given Him by the Father from perishing 
except one. Now that He was physically leaving the world, 
He asks the Father to continue keeping these men in the 

same way. He asks Father to keep them in (His) name (Jn 
17:11-13). The Father answered that prayer for the 

disciples and us today.   
 
We know from history, however, that being kept does not 

mean the disciples, and all of us, never face death or 
suffering. The disciples were persecuted and eventually 

died, many through martyrdom. When our English Bibles 
use the word perish in this text, the meaning is 
misconstrued. The original Greek word means being lost or 

cut off. The men who Jesus chose as His disciples were all 
the Father’s children. No one exists outside of God; we are 

all born out of Him (1). Jesus guarded His disciples so that 
none would lose their sense of connection with God, except 

the one who was destined to betray Him. His prayer was 
the same desire of the Father, that the disciples and us 
would not lose our awareness of always being one with the 

Father and Jesus (Jn 14:20; 17:12). 
 

Being kept in the Father’s name is having the greatest 
family lineage ever. As Paul describes it, we all carry the 
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Father’s name (Eph.3:16,17). We are His family, His 
progeny, His legacy. Jesus declared His aim was to 

manifest your (Father’s) name to the men whom you 
(Father) have given Me out of the world (Jn. 17:6, 

parentheses added). Jesus’ intent was to reveal God as 
Father, not as the far away Yahweh or Jehovah. God’s 
name is Father. We live as His children bearing His name. 

Being kept in the Father’s name means having the 
assurance that He always looks out for us as His children, 

bearing us up, but also that He lives in us, always enduring 
any trials together with us.   
 

The enemy’s desire is to cause us to believe we are 
severed, cut off from the Father. That was his strategy in 

the garden, and it is still his plan today. He will even use 
scripture to make his case. As Jesus was alone in the 
wilderness, Satan quoted Psalm 91:11-12 to lure Jesus into 

testing God. Jesus didn’t fall for it. Why would He need to 
prove God if He already knew He and the Father were one? 

But we often follow this thinking when we use this same 
scripture in the face of our suffering. We approach God as 

though He is far away, and we need Him to help us in our 
time of trouble. Then, when He doesn’t come through with 
the help, we become dismayed and lose faith in God. Are 

the scriptures wrong in promising God will come to our aid? 
No, Father is trustworthy, but our lens is not. The key is to 

view these scriptures with the union lens that the Father 
faces the struggles with us. Our perspective of the trouble 
will then be different. We will not fall victim to the lie that 

we need to look to the Father for help, but rather with Him. 
We will see every problem as an opportunity to reveal 

Father through Jesus in us (2 Cor. 4:10).  
  
Being kept is knowing that nothing can separate us from 

Father. We are never alone, nor ever abandoned. Will we 
face hardship, even physical death? Yes, but as Paul 

described it, we are hard-pressed on every side, yet not 
crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed... (2 Cor. 

4:8-9). We are not insulated from the turmoil of the world, 
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but Father always consoles us (2 Cor. 1:3,4). The key is to 
remain in the confidence, knowing that we are one with 

Father and Jesus. Recognizing that Peter would struggle in 
this area, Jesus prayed for him that his faith should not fail. 

In the turmoil of Jesus’ arrest, Peter forsakes Jesus and got 
caught up in lying to preserve himself. But when he came 
to his senses, he returned to Jesus, just as Jesus predicted, 

and was then able to encourage his fellow disciples in 
powerful ways (Lk. 22:32) (2). Later in life, Peter was able 

to write these words in his first letter to all the displaced 
believers because of Rome’s persecution.   
 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord  
 Jesus  Christ, who according to His abundant  

 mercy has begotten us again to a living hope 
 through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from  
 the dead to an inheritance incorruptible and 

 undefiled and that does not fade away,  
 reserved in heaven for you, who are kept  

 by the power of God through faith for  
 salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  

 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a  
 little while, if need be, you have been grieved  
 by various trials, that the genuineness of your  

 faith, being much more precious than gold  
 that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may  

 be found to praise, honor, and glory at the      
 revelation of Jesus Christ. (1 Pet. 1:3-7,  
 emphasis mine).   

 
 

Doesn’t that sound like a man who knows Father keeps 
him? Sometimes we may forget who we are as Father's 
children, and that He may have at times left us (3), but the 

Spirit of the Son is there to restore our confidence. He is 
there interceding for us so that we will not lose sight of 

how kept we are in Him. Live in the freedom that Father 
has you covered, no matter what.   
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1. See chapter 3, God all in all.   
2. We observe a different Peter in the book of 

Acts, boldly preaching and proclaiming 
Jesus as the Christ.   

3. Many will argue that the Father left Jesus 
at the cross, as evidenced by Jesus’ cry of 
abandonment (Mt.27:46). Even Jesus, who 

had become us, our weak and        
independent selves, was prone to believe 

He was alone. But the truth is the Father 
was in Jesus reconciling the world to 
Himself (2 Cor. 5:19). Jesus died to that           

lie, forever breaking its hold on future 
generations.  
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Chapter 27 

Set Apart by Truth 
  
While driving with my wife recently, she pointed out a 

roadside billboard with the words, “Read your Bible”. She 
asked rather glibly, “What does that mean?”. In her 

religious history, the Bible was viewed as an authoritarian 
rule book. It had been, as in many fundamental Christian 
churches, elevated to a deity like status with “ultimate 

authority” (1). Now, being liberated from her former toxic 
and hyper legalistic environment, she still finds it hard to 

recognize the Bible in any other way.   
 
Evangelical Christianity has insisted the Bible is the Word of 

God and is to be treated with reverence and discretion.  
But even though it is a sacred collection of inspired 

writings, it never calls itself the Word of God. It is rather a 
book of literature that contains the Words of God. In its 
pages are words that, as Paul stated, can kill, as well as 

words that bring life (2 Cor. 3:6). The difference is the 
Spirit. The same words that can kill, by the Spirit, can bring 

life. Jesus said, The words I speak to you are spirit, and 
they are life (Jn. 6:63). It is important then that we read 
the Bible, watching for the words that come to life in our 

spirit.   
 

In my own experience reading the Bible, I have enjoyed 
many instances where the words have been “quickened” in 
my spirit. The greatest of these, however, occurred when I 

decided to literally take God at His Word, meaning when I 
accepted what God says with simple trust. Most of my 

training in reading the Bible was influenced by the 
viewpoints of my pastors and professional teachers. I was 

told what the scriptures meant. There was a doctrinal 
systematic overlay that the scriptures fit into (2). To my 
surprise, when I decided to read the Bible without those 

filters, some surprising insights came to my understanding. 
For example, when I read Col.1:27 one day and took it 

literally that Jesus lives in me as me, it transformed my 
life. When I read Gal. 2:20 literally that I have died and 
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now live as Christ, a whole new paradigm opened to me in 
my relationship with God. The same for John 14:20, I am 

literally one with God and Christ. Once I understood these 
scriptures (and there are many), in this way, it 

differentiated my orientation to the Bible and my life. I had 
found true words of life.   
 

In the prayer of Jesus in John 17, He asks the Father to 
sanctify them (the disciples) by your truth. Your word is 

truth (17:17, parentheses added). The word sanctify 
means to set apart. Jesus had set Himself apart from the 
world, by trusting the truth of His union with the Father, 

now He is asking that His disciples have the same 
experience. The world, ruled by the enemy, seeks to 

control, and cut off people from their true identity as 
children of God (1 Jn. 5:19). Its systems are characterized 
by the serving of self in lust, greed, and pride (1 Jn. 2:16). 

This is not who God is nor His children. What sets the 
children of God apart from the world is the truth, the truth 

of their living inside of God and identified by His self for 
others. He is love and graciousness. The world, and even 

our religious systems, seek to “suppress” that truth and 
rather characterize God as an angel, a creature (Rom. 
1:17). They make God into something far away, not in 

flesh, and unrelatable. That kind of God is manageable, 
safe. He is the God the Israelites asked Moses to talk to, 

and then tell them what God wanted (Ex. 20:19). 
Consequently, God’s people are undistinguishable in the 
world. 

 
Today, the truth is shrouded, mostly by the very preachers 

who are supposed to reveal it to the world. They filter 
God’s word by the wrong perspective, the wrong “tree”. 
The truth to them is having the right set of ideas, a correct 

knowledge of something. They say truth is formed from a 
logical understanding of what appears (3). God says the 

Truth is a person. When we receive or accept Jesus as the 
Truth, all what God says comes alive in us. Knowing Him 
opens your eyes to what is real behind the appearances. 

He is the embodiment of all God says, the words of God 
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made into visibility. We realize how we are living in union 
with Him. All of this occurs when we take God at His Word. 

 
When I receive God’s words into my heart, He is formed in 

my life as Jesus. I recognize that He is my life, my true 
identity. Having this truth living in me sets me apart from 
the world and religion, still striving to find God. Jesus said 

His words clean me up like a grapevine lifted out of the 
dark dirt and hung in light (Jn. 15:1-3). Paul says I am 

“bathed off” or cleaned up from the deception of self for 
self-attitudes (1 Cor. 6:11). The truth reorients my heart 
and mind to knowing God as love and mercy, instead of a 

God of perfection and law. Such was Paul’s own experience 
when He was crusading for this “holy” God. In an instant, 

he was dramatically changed when he discovered who He 
really was in Jesus. He said, it pleased God... to reveal His 
Son in me... (Gal. 1:16, emphasis mine). The result was 

that he was “severed” (set apart) for the gospel of God 
(Rom. 1:1). 

 
This is not a message, however, the institutional Christian 

church wants you to hear or understand. Many of our 
brethren are still trying to reason their way through the 
Bible to pridefully know God. They don’t realize how they 

need to be “set apart”, transformed by the Truth of Jesus 
living in them as them. They need to know that the words 

they read in the Bible are intended to be read through the 
lens of the Tree of LIFE, not the lens of death by 
knowledge. The truth is that we are all living in Christ, our 

all in all. He is our life that sets us apart for freedom and 
joy. The Words of God in us make us overcomers and 

victorious over the evil one. We defeat the lie that we have 
to become like God. We stand in the liberating Truth of our 
union with Father through Jesus.   
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1. One of the hallmark phrases of evangelical 
Christian preaching and teaching is, “The 

Bible says”. It summarizes the doctrinal 
view that the Bible is the final        

authority for living the Christian life.  
2. Augustine, in the 4th century, insisted that 

his systematic doctrinal treatises were the 

only way scripture could be interpreted. 
This has been the guide for biblical 

students ever since.    
3. Aristotle is credited with the process of 

logical reasoning. He was the major 

influence on Augustine and much of 
Western religious thought today.   
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Chapter 28 

Perfected in One 
  
In the late 1970’s and early 80's, there was a strong 

ecumenical council of churches in our city. Their mission 
was for churches to overlook their differences, cooperate in 

civic projects, and even worship together for the unity of 
our community. The scriptural basis for this invitation came 
from Jesus’ prayer, that they all may be one (Jn. 17:21). 

Our church participated with other Protestant Christian 
churches in celebrating Easter and Christmas together, but 

that was as far as it went for us. There were simply too 
many doctrinal and political differences to overcome for 
total religious unity. 

 
Years later, I wondered how we could have missed the true 

meaning of Jesus’ prayer. It is obvious that myself and 
hundreds of other pastors viewed this scripture with the 
wrong lens. If we had followed the perspective of our 

oneness with God, we would have recognized that Jesus 
was not talking about unity among people, but a union with 

He and Father. We would have realized His prayer was an 
extension of John 14:20, one of the most important verses 
in the Bible. He was not talking about association, but 

inclusion. The heart of Jesus is that we know we are not 
separate from God, but always exist inside of both He and 

Father. This truth keeps us in Father and distinguishes us 
from the world. 
 

The biggest little word in the New Testament is the word 
“in”. It’s from Paul that we especially learn the immensity 

of this word. In his letter to the Ephesians alone, he uses 
“in” over 27 times, typically as “in Christ”. He said “Christ 

in us” is the secret or mystery of the gospel he was called 
to preach (Col. 1:23-27). It is based on the declaration by 
Jesus that He is in the Father, and we are in Him, and He is 

in Us (Jn 14:20). Jesus boldly proclaimed this inclusive 
union against the “lie” of man’s separation from God in the 

Jewish theology of His day. The reaction of the Jews set off 
a firestorm and ultimately led Jesus to the cross. But this 
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was exactly Jesus’ mission, to reveal His oneness with 
Father and destroy the lie of our disunion. As Paul 

emphasized so many times, God is to be known as our “all 
in all” through Jesus (1).  

 
Jesus' determination that we know this oneness is seen in 
how He twice asked the Father for it to be realized in us 

(Jn.17:20-23). He asked twice, because there are two ways 
that we know for sure of our union with He and Father. 

First, we know this oneness by having Father’s words 
planted in our hearts. Jesus earlier said He had given the 
disciples the same declarations He had received from the 

Father, and the disciples accepted them (17:8). This 
acceptance resulted in belief and corresponding action. 

Accepting God’s word is illustrated by the biological process 
of fertilization of a female egg with male sperm. The 
process results in conception and then birth. God’s word is 

the Seed (Jesus), who is planted in our womb of faith, with 
the result being conception or “knowing”. This is why Jesus 

said in John 14:20, In that day you will know…I am in you 
(2). Just as a woman knows she is pregnant, we know 

Jesus lives in us, and we are one with Him and the Father. 
Having the Seed or “word of faith” in our hearts allows us 
to confess our belief in Him (Rom. 10:8-9). That word must 

be present to allow us to speak it with our mouths. This is 
also why Jesus said...concerning those who are believing in 

Me through their word, that they all may be one according 
as you Father are in me and I am in you, that they also 
may be in Us. (Jn 17:20, CLNT, emphasis added). It is by 

His Word coming from our hearts that we know oneness 
with Him. If you can say Jesus is my life, you have the 

evidence. Those are His words energized by His Spirit (1 
Cor. 12:3).  
 

Secondly, our oneness with Jesus and Father is assured by 
sharing their glory (Jn.17:22). As discussed in chapter 24, 

glory is God made visible. Jesus glorified the Father by 
revealing Him in the flesh. Jesus said in John 17:22, I have 
given them the glory which Thou hast given Me (CLNT). 

How could Jesus pass on the glory of the Father? The clue 
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is in verse 23, when Jesus said He loved the disciples, just 
like the Father loved Him. The glory of the Father is love 

fleshed out in loving others. God is love, and from the 
beginning, Jesus manifested God’s desire to love the world 

and not condemn it (Jn. 3:17). He illustrated that the 
Father is not a self-oriented deity, but a God who esteems 
and loves others more than Himself. If we love in that 

manner, it demonstrates that we are living out Father’s 
glory and our union in Him. The result, Jesus said, will be 

that we are perfected in one (Jn. 17:23, CLNT). Loving 
others with the love of God consummates or completes our 
oneness with Him (1 Jn. 4:12). Love is the grand perfector, 

and we will talk more about it in the concluding chapter of 
this book. 

 
Through our word of faith and our loving others, we can 
not only know that we are one with Father and Jesus, but 

also practically show it to the world. No one has ever seen 
God by Himself, but He delights in being recognized 

through us. It is this recognition that results in true 
community, not by ecumenical association. We are drawn 

to one another because our hearts are full of the same 
love, not because we try to work or worship together. Jesus 
said in our love, the world will know that we are His 

disciples (Jn. 13:35), and only then will the world recognize 
that He is indeed the one sent to be our life (Jn.17:21).   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1. See Appendix A, God All in All Scriptures. 

2. Cf. chapter 13, Which Jesus?  
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Chapter 29 

At Home with the Lord 
  
All through this book, we have pointed out that God and 

man exist in union, despite what Christian theologians have 
said. God says humanity lives and moves inside Himself, 

and God's home is nowhere else but within man. He does 
not live in a celestial palace, on a great white throne by 
Himself, but in the chambers of our hearts. This has always 

been His intention. He is a “people person” and Jesus made 
it clear that the Father and He would make their home in 

us (Jn. 14:23). He “prepared” this dwelling place in us 
through His death and resurrection. That fulfilled God’s 
covenant promise to always be with and in His people (1).  

 
As Jesus announced His return to the Father, He promised 

He would not leave His disciples unhappy or feeling 
abandoned (Jn. 14:18). They would not have to live on by 
themselves, waiting to meet Him again someday, but He 

would shortly return to them in spirit form to be with them 
and in them (14:17). He said, I will come again and receive 

you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also 
(14:3) (2). Again, contrary to the Nicene teachers, He 
returned as the “Spirit of the Son” at Pentecost, so that the 

disciples and all of us would always be together with He 
and the Father, He in us, we in Him (14:20).   

 
Before concluding His reassuring discourse with the 
disciples, Jesus prayed to the Father, which we have been 

studying through in John 17. In that prayer, Jesus 
reaffirmed this commitment to all His followers. He said, I 

desire (will) that they also whom You (Father) gave Me 
may be with Me where I am (Jn 17:24, parentheses 

added). He determined to never be separated from His 
disciples, waiting in another realm, but ever present with 
those the Father would draw to Him (3). Wherever we are 

in the world or life, Jesus is together with us and in us. We 
can never shake Him. He is there, whether we realize it or 

not, always eager to display His glory through us. Paul 
described this union as always being at home in the Lord (2 
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Cor. 5:8).   
 

Being at home with Jesus is realized in two ways. First, we 
live in His resurrected body. Paul tells us that when Jesus 

died, we died, and when He arose, we arose with Him 
(Rom. 6:5; 1 Cor. 15:22-23). As we have discussed in 
many places throughout his book, the old Adamic race of 

humanity died with Christ. The spirit of the independent 
self, presented by the serpent in the garden, was cast out 

of us through this death. A new human race arose in 
Christ, who is the Oneself with God that we are intended to 
be. Paul’s defining statement in Galatians 2:20 affirms that 

the life we live now is not us, but actually Christ. We do not 
hope or wait for this life, we already have it. We now live 

as Christ (Col. 3:1,4). We live in Him, who IS the 
resurrection and the life (Jn. 11:25).    
 

The second aspect of being at home with the Lord is that 
He lives in us. He lives in our flesh, our temple (2 Cor. 

3:16; Col. 1:27). This is the truth that is at the heart of the 
gospel Paul preached, the mystery or secret that the world 

and even the church have yet to understand. Christ and I 
are one person, not two individuals living side by side. He 
is my flesh, just as He was the flesh of the Father. Paul 

even challenged believers to test yourselves. Do you not 
know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? (2 Cor. 13:6). 

He expected believers could practically know that Jesus 
was indeed living in them by the demonstrations of Christ's 
power in their lives. Jesus is not a silent, undetected entity 

hidden in us. He shows up as power, love, peace, and all 
the other character traits of His personality through us. 

 
Paul also tells us that we live in these two realms with 
Christ simultaneously. Living in Christ is us living in 

heaven, Christ in us is heaven in us. We live in the two 
realms simultaneously, always in union with the Lord, 

whether in our earthly or the heavenly body (2 Cor. 4:16). 
It is again unfortunate that the translators of our English 
Bibles have inferred that living in the temporary, earthly 

body is “away from the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:6). The correct 
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interpretation of the original Greek is that while we live in 
this earthly body, we live in appearance “away” or aside 

from the unseen body, not the Lord Himself (4). Paul tells 
us that we long to live fully in our heavenly bodies, free 

from the travail of our earthly, corruptible “tents”. Our 
ultimate dwelling arrangement is to be in the heavenly, 
incorruptible body. He encourages us with the fact that the 

heavenly will “swallow up” the earthly. This will be the 
ultimate defeat of death, the glorious transformation of our 

earthly bodies when Jesus is fully revealed. A fuller 
discussion of this climatic event will have to wait for 
another time, but the fact remains, in whichever body, we 

are always at home in the Lord. 
 

The ultimate victory for Father is His appearance in the 
body of Christ, the Bride. He has planned for eons to fully 
dwell in His people. This is why the Feast of Tabernacles is 

the last feast of Israel to be fulfilled in this age of the 
church. The gathering of the Jewish people every fall in 

Jerusalem to dwell in tents for a week was a picture of the 
great celebration when God will be known as dwelling in His 

people in the earth (5). He will be evident in the Sons of 
God manifesting His glory to all creation. We have this 
hope in our hearts now and in the future, as always being 

at home with Jesus.    
 

 
1. See chapter 21, also Jer. 32:38, Heb.8:10-

13   

2. See chapter 13.  
3. It is the Father working in us, drawing us 

to Jesus (Jn 6:44). This is even more 
evidence that God is in us, we in Him, even 
before we realize it.   

4. Cf 2 Cor. 5:6 in the Concordant Literal New          
Testament, 1983. p.427.    

5. For an expanded discussion on this event, I          
suggest Daniel Yordy, The Feast of 
Tabernacles, CreateSpace Independent 

Publishing Platform, 2014. 
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Chapter 30 

Living in Love 
 

  

What I have written in the preceding chapters is essentially 
a chronicle of the unfolding revelation of Christ in me. It 

began in me years ago, but not until these past two years 
have I been able to put it into a written treatise (1). I now 
realize there is so much more that could be written, but it 

is time to bring this volume to a close. I do so with Jesus’ 
last petition to the Father in John 17. He wrapped up His 

majestic prayer with these words...that the love with which 
you loved Me may be in them, and I in them (v 26). These 
words are the essence of Part 4, Living as Jesus, the 

concluding chapters of this book. 
 

For thousands of years, humanity was trapped in a mindset 
about God handed down to them by their forefathers. The 
true image of God and man was lost to the lie spoken in 

the garden by the adversary, and the result was God not 
known to all creation until Jesus came. Jesus prays all 

through His prayer that the disciples would know God’s 
name as Father and themselves as His begotten family. He 
wanted them and all creation to know the love of the 

Father, as He did before the world was “disrupted” through 
Adam’s dreadful choice to believe the lie. As the one Seed 

of the Father, Jesus was sent into the world to restore the 
image of a loving God and His home in the hearts of His 
created people (Jn. 3:16-17; 14:23). 

 
In my own spiritual journey, I admit I did not know God as 

my Father, let alone that He is full of love. It was in my 
hunger to know Jesus that I discovered the real nature of 

God. John writes in his first letter, we call 1 John, written 
shortly after his larger gospel, that through hearing, 
seeing, gazing upon, and handling the Word of life (Jesus), 

he could say he also had “fellowship” with the Father (1 Jn 
1:1-4). He and the other disciples had come to know the 

loving Father in Jesus, and the result was a life of joy. This 
would be the answer to Jesus’ prayer (Jn 17:13). This joy 
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has also been mine, as I have also come to know the 
Father through Jesus. For me, God is no longer unknown, 

far away, or served in fear. He is a God that wants to serve 
me more than I can ever imagine how to serve or obey 

Him. He wants to bear me up, carry me through this life as 
His own child, not “warehouse” me in heaven. He lives in 
me, here, now as "all in all" in Jesus. His love fills my heart 

as the evidence of His reality. Living in and as Jesus is 
“living loved” (2). This discovery, I call “A New Paradigm”, 

is the theme of Part 1 of this book. 
 
God’s love was foremost on the mind of the apostle John. 

His account of Jesus’ life in his gospel is full of this theme 
more than any other book in the New Testament, save 

perhaps Paul. John personally understood the revelation of 
God’s love in Jesus more than any other disciple. In 1st 
John, he continued to expound on this theme. However, as 

he began in the first paragraphs affirming our fellowship 
with the loving Father, he quickly introduced the jeopardy 

that often stands in the way of our fully experiencing this 
truth. It is the issue of sin. Walking in the light of a loving 

God, living in Him through Jesus, can be disrupted by a 
misunderstanding of sin and its bearing on our lives. “The 
Sin Issue” is the theme of Part 2. 

 
Before we can confidently know that we live as Jesus, in 

union with Father God, we must have the question of our 
sins and sin nature fully resolved. John wants us to be 
clear, both have been taken care of by Jesus. His blood, 

released from His body through His scourging and death, 
cleanses us from every sin, past, present, and future (1 

Jn.1:9). It is not a case of us never having sinned, it is the 
reality of sins being fully accounted for in the covering over 
by His blood (1 Jn. 2:1,12). As well, we learn from Paul, 

Jesus’ blood not only covers our sins, but His death also 
put an end to our sin nature (Rom. 6:11). Both aspects of 

sin are no longer able to keep us from union with Jesus and 
the Father (3). Jesus became us and continues to live 
victoriously over sins’ disruptive power. In Him, we prevail 

over the wicked one and are no longer captive to his tactics 
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 (1 Jn. 2:14). 
 

But the question of sin was not the only issue that the 
apostle John faced by the end of the first century. As 

reportedly the last remaining member of the original 
disciples, he squared off against another perversion of the 
truth that had arisen in the early church by this time. It 

was known as Gnosticism (4). This heresy was a 
complicated set of ideas that basically denied Jesus was 

God in the flesh. No other belief attacks the fact of our 
unity with Jesus and His living in our human lives, as does 
this falsehood. This belief, John says, is “antichrist” (1 Jn 

2:18; 4:1-6). It is fostered by the same “spirit of error” 
that spoke the lie into Adam’s heart and mind that his flesh 

did not measure up to the moral perfection of God. When 
Adam chose to believe Satan that he could “be like God”, 
he forsook the knowledge of his already being created as 

God’s true image and likeness. He therefore lost 
consciousness of his own identity and union with God. 

 
Consequently, falsehoods like Gnosticism over the years 

continue to foster the idea of man’s separation from God 
simply because of his humanity. Thus, according to the 
religious doctrine of His day, Jesus appearing as a mortal 

human could not be viewed as one flesh with the one true 
God. It was exactly this issue that forced Jesus to the 

cross. No one could even dare call himself one with God. 
Even today, this belief is inherent in the erroneous Nicene 
theology that permeates modern Christian doctrine. John 

countered this heretical belief by insisting believers hold 
onto the original truth of our oneness with Jesus and the 

Father. He boldly claimed that anyone denying this truth is 
a liar, disowning the Father and the Son (1 Jn. 2:21-24). 
He writes that we have this truth “remaining” in us as an 

“anointing” or inner assurance, which guards against the 
deceptive lie. Jesus and the Father live in us, as us, and we 

must listen to them from our hearts, not any outside 
teachers (1 Jn.2:27). This is the theme of Part 3, entitled 
“More Hurdles”. 
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But perhaps the crowning fact of our living as Jesus is the 
truth that we are God’s offspring (1 Jn. 3:1). We are the 

object of His love, created to show the world the reality of 
a loving God. As His children, born out of Him, we carry in 

our hearts His divine love nature. The first of our kind and 
eldest brother is Jesus, the crowing jewel of the Father. We 
are born according to His pattern and live together, sharing 

the same flesh (Rom. 8:29). It may not be clear in our 
minds or outward appearance, but John declared that as 

Jesus is revealed through us, we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He IS (1 Jn 3:2, emphasis mine). Jesus IS 
alive in us, here and now, and the primary proof is our 

ability to love. This is the chief evidence of His life eonian 
remaining in (us) (3:13-15 CLNT). Loving others is 

impossible by ourselves, it only comes from God Himself 
living in us by His spirit, which is His Son (3:24; Jn. 
14:26). Our knowledge of living as Jesus will be tested by 

the world, but we continue to prove to ourselves and the 
world that we are the begotten of God and know Him by 

our love for each other. The more we love, the more we 
are “perfected”, proving who we are as the visible 

expressions of an unseen God (1 Jn. 4:12). Our lives are 
how all creation will again know who God truly is.   
 

Coming to know that I live as Jesus has been the most 
exciting adventure ever afforded to me as a human. It is a 

life free from the fear of not measuring up to God or being 
alone in the universe. I have come to see myself as a 
conqueror, and His love bolsters me (1 Jn. 5:4). I live in 

the promise and witness of God that I will live through all 
the coming ages in partnership with the creator of the 

universe. Yet, I realize I have only begun to understand 
this truth, as I have written in this book. I know I will 
continue to grow in this unfathomable revelation. My 

prayer is that this exposition will help foster your own thirst 
to know this Jesus who lives in you as well. May together 

we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  
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To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen (2 Pet. 
3:18). 

 
 

 
 

1. Cf. Introduction-My Journey in getting to 

know Jesus lives as me. Writing began in 
2019 and continued into December 2021, 

spurred on by the encouragement of our 
Sunday morning Jesus as Us Zoom group. 
You are welcome to watch videos of our 

conversations in these meetings by going 
to Dennis Deardorff - YouTube and clicking 

on the JAU Playlist or JAU22 on Rumble. Or 
you can visit our Facebook Page for the 
latest video or podcast announcements.   

2. The phrase “living loved” is owed to author 
and speaker Wayne Jacobsen. It is the 

central theme of his book, He Loves Me, 
Windblown Media, 2008.   

3. Read again chapters 7-11.   
4. For a deeper discussion on Gnosticism, cf.          

Gnosticism – Wikipedia 
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Appendix A 

 God all in all Scriptures*  
  
 It isn’t God and, it’s God only. Norman Grubb, The 
Meaning of Life, p. 278  

 
How many times does God have to say it!?  

  
Acts 17:28 ...in Him we are living and moving...  

Rom. 11:36 ...out of Him and through Him and for   
         (into)Him is all...  

1 Cor. 8:6 ...one God...out of whom all is, and we for (into) 
  Him...one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom                      
  all is...  

1 Cor.12:6 ...same God, who is operating all in all.  
1 Cor.15:28...that God may be All in All. (**Christ will  

  establish that God is all in all)  
2 Cor. 5:18 ... all is (out) of God...  
Eph. 1:23  .... completing the all in all.   

Eph. 4:6   ...one God and Father of all, Who is over (on) all                     
  and through all and in all.  

Col. 1:17   ...all is created through Him and for Him, and  
  He is before all, and all has its cohesion in  
  Him.   

Col. 3:11   ...but all in all is Christ.   
Heb. 1:3    ...allotment of all...carrying on all by His           

  powerful declaration...  
 
*Scriptures from the Concordant Literal New Testament, 

Concordant Publishing Concern, 1983 
 

** My personal note   
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That He is not All in all at the present is quite apparent, for 
only fraction have faintly felt that God was indeed All to 

them. Some have seen Him as their Savior, some have 
acknowledged Him their Lord, some have found Him their 

All. Happy they who know thus They have tasted of the cup 
ineffable, which quenches every thirst and brims with every 
blessing. AE Knoch, All In All, p.153,4   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

141 

 

Appendix B 
 

The Two Gospels  

Gal.1:7-8  

 

     Different evangel                Evangel of Christ      

 

Jewish leaders (Peter, 
James) 

Paul and John 

Jesus is our Savior.  Jesus is salvation. 

Salvation is a gift.  Salvation is a person. 

We need Jesus as our 
advocate.  

We are entirely in Jesus, He 
in us.                                          

Sin is the focus. Sin has been destroyed. 

We must deny self. We have no self but Christ. 

Our flesh is evil.  Our flesh is Christ. 

We must become like 

Christ.  

We are already like Christ, 

He became us. 

This earth (all the travail) 

can’t be heaven. 

Heaven is now, present in 

us.  

Jesus is not seen here - He 

has gone to heaven.  

Jesus lives in us even in our 

present circumstances.  

God is known by right 

“ideas” (knowledge). 

God is known by who man is 

- “the image of God”.  

Man must disappear to let 

Jesus be recognized. 

Man is the only way God can 

be known. 

We need leaders - church 

hierarchy. 

The inner Jesus leads us. 

Paul’s words are not literal - 

e.g., that we would not die.  

Paul spoke the literal Word – 

Jesus.  

We must be strong and 

courageous.  

Christ is perfected in our 

weakness.  

Eternal Life is in heaven.  Eternal Life is living in Christ 

now (eonian life). 

Death is the only way to be 

with Christ.  

Death is overcome in life.  

“Perform” Christ. Christ is our life.  

Creed  Christ  
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Appendix C 

The Two Perspectives of Life 

  

We have the choice to see through the:   

 

The Tree of Life                  or          The Tree of Knowledge   

 

 

a. is by knowing a person    
          - Jesus.   

            He is the only way to  
            know God. Jn.  
           14:6; 17:3  

a. means knowing right 

from wrong - law, 

principles.  

 

b. I have knowledge of  
          Christ.  

           1Jn. 4:17; 2 Pet 3:18  
 
 

b. I can know God through 

my knowledge, wisdom, 

and His revelation in 

scripture.  Gen. 3:5; 2 

Tim. 3:16  

           (J.I. Packer, Knowing God)   

 
c. I have knowledge of  

Christ - who I   
            am. 1 Jn. 3:2 

c. I have knowledge of   
           choice - good  

            and evil. Jm. 4:17 

 

 

 

 
Sin  
 

a. is missing the 

opportunity to be the 

glory of God. Rom. 2:23  

a. is transgression of God’s 
laws. 1 Jn.  

            3:4  
 

b. I paid the price of sin by 
dying with  

           Jesus. Rom. 6:6  

b. I am a sinner - trying to 
be "like" God, but always 
falling short.  Rom. 3.23 

 
Knowing God 
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c. I am cleansed, living in 

the light, I cannot sin. 1 

Jn. 1:7; 3:9  

 

c. I often seek forgiveness 
and cleansing for my sins.  
1 Jn 1:9 

d. I have no consciousness 
of sin. Heb.  

            9:14; 10:2  
 

d. I am aware of my sins 

and sin nature. Gal.5:17   

 

e. I am set free in grace 
(Jesus).  

           Gal.5:1   
 

e. All are confined in sin, 
death.  

            Gal. 3:21,22; Rom. 7:14  
 

f. I am dead to sin. Rom. 
6:11  

 

f. I try not to sin. Rom. 
7:15ff  

 
g. I am complete (perfect) 

in Christ - living as Him.  
            Col.2:10; 3:3,4 

g. I will be complete 
(perfect) only after death.   
1 Cor. 15:22  

 

 
h. I live in freedom from 

accusation. Rom. 8:1  
h. I live in guilt and shame. 

Dan. 9:8  
 

 
i. My flesh has been 

crucified. Gal.5:24 
i. I must crucify my flesh. 

Rom. 8:13 

j. In Christ, I am the glory 

of God.  

           Rom.7:23; 2 Cor. 3:18 

j. I am a sinner, saved by 

grace. 2 Cor.15:10 

 

 
 

Salvation 

 

a. is a person. Jn. 1:12   a. is the gift of “eternal life” 
(meaning Heaven) Jn. 
3:16   

b. is accepting someone 
else’s life instead of 
mine - Jesus. Rom. 5:10 

b. Is repentance, asking 
forgiveness, receiving 
mercy, grace. Acts 2:38   
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c. I have no fear of being 

punished. 1 Jn.4:17 

c. I must have a reverent 

fear of God to be saved.  

Phil. 2:12 

d. I cannot be saved, I am 

saved. Eph. 2:4  

d. Salvation is a reward for 
my faith. Heb.11:6  

 
e. Christ has become me. 

2 Cor. 5:21  

 

e. Grace enables me to be 
like Jesus. 1  

            Pet.2:20,21 

f. I am perfect in Christ - 
living as Him.  

           Col.2:10; 3:3,4 

f. I will be perfect only after 
death.   1  

           Cor. 15:22   
g. Is union with Christ.  

Rom. 5:10 
g. Looking forward to being 

with Jesus.  
            Phil. 1:23  
 

 
 

Eternal Life  

The phrase eternal life was introduced in the 4th century and does 
not accurately translate the Greek. The Greek word is eon, meaning 
an age. Eonian life is life that spans ages, or age unfolding life. 

a. Eonian life is true life. 1 

Jn. 5:12  

 

a. Eternal Life is going to 
heaven  

            (Nicene theology). 
 

b. It’s knowing of God. 

Jn.17:3; 

b. It’s a reward - getting to 
live forever.   

Jn 3:16 

c. It is living in the Father 
and Jesus. Jn. 14:20  

c. Our home is heaven 

(“This earth is not my 

home, I’m just a’ passing 

through”)  

 

d. Our home is in the 
Father.  Jn. 14:3-4   

 

d. Jesus is preparing a 
place, a mansion for me. 
Jn. 14:2 
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Obedience  
 

a. I am not able to please 
God. Heb.  

           11:6; Jm. 2:10   

 

a. Is the way to please God, 

find blessing. Dt. 11:26, 27  

 

b. I am loved without my 
obedience. 1 Jn.  

           4:10  

 

b. I can prove to God that I 
love Him. 1  

            Jn. 5:1-3   

 
c. I am obedient in Christ’s 

obedience. Rom. 5:19; 
Heb. 5:8   

c. I must (keep = obey) 
Christ and His 
commandments. Dt. 4:1; 
Jn. 14:15,21 

d. I live by the Word of 

Christ working in me. 

"Let it be to me as you 

have said." Luke 1:38; 

Heb.1:3 

d. I live by fulfilling the 

commands of God.  “All 

that the Lord says, we will 

do.” Ex. 19:8  

 

e. "My Commandment" 
means the Word  

             that is fulfilled by  

             Christ.  Jn. 14:23, 

             Phil.2:13 

e. "My Commandment" 

means what I must do. Jn. 

15:10,14  

 

 

e. God’s home (heaven) is 
in us. Jn.  

           14:19; Eph.3:17,19  
 

e. Eternal life is living with 
God forever in the next 
life.   

f. Jesus connected us with 

the Father    

through Himself. He is 

the way. Jn.  

           14:6   

f. The way to heaven is by 

getting your “get-out-of-

hell-card” - repentance, 

forgiveness of sins.   
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f. I am godly in Christ.   2 

Pet. 1:3   
f. I must perform to be 

godly. Gal.3.3  

 
g. Works are the product 

of my faith.  

            Phil. 2:13  

 

g. I must work to show my 
faith. Jms   

            2:17  

 

h. Abiding in Christ means 
to see Him as my life, I 
am already in Him.  I 
need to “remain” in Him. 
Jn. 15:5; 1 Cor. 1:30 

h. Abiding in Christ means 
doing what   

            He says, to be in Him. 
Jn. 14.15   

            "obedience" (which I 
can't do)   

 
i. Problems and suffering 

indicate God's  

           travail in proving His   

           Word in me. Jms  

           1:2-4 

i. Problems indicate that I 

have not obeyed His 

Word, God is "testing" 

me. Dt. 8:2 

 

 
 
Hearing God  
 

a. We hear God speak as a 
person. Jn 1:14 

a. We hear God’s voice 

through scripture or 

principles. Pr. 2:1-6; Dt.  

           4:33  
 

 

b. The Word comes from 

within, in my heart and 

out of the mouth.  1 Jn 

2.27, 

            Rom. 10:8   
 

b. The Word comes 

externally, through 

prophets, scriptures.   

Heb 1.1; 2  

           Pet.1:18,21   
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c. I hear the voice of God in 

my spirit.  
            Rom. 8:15   
 

c. I hear the voice of God 
with my ears. 

            Gen. 3:10  
 

d. The Word is perceived 

as Christ in me. Jn.5:38   

 

d. The Word is perceived as 
knowledge,  
Ideas. Jn 5:39 

e. The Bible is not the Word 

of God - only contains it. 

Jesus is the Word, the 

speaking of God. Jn.1:1   

e. The Bible is the Word of 
God  

           (Although it never claims                  
           to be).   

 

f. The Bible is God's 
revelation of a Life.  

            Jn. 5:39   
 

f. The Bible is God's 
instruction for life.  2  

            Tim.3:16   
 

g. The Word is Spirit and 
life.  Jn. 6:63; 2 Cor. 3.6, 
It comes alive in me. It is 
Jesus. 

g. The Bible is a letter of 
bondage.    Rom. 7.6   

 

h. The Word brings life and 
freedom.  Jn.  

           14:6 

h. The Bible brings guilt, 
accusation.  

            Gen.3:10; Rom.3:23 

 
Conclusion 

 

1.  Which tree do you think best represents what God says?  

2.  Which tree offers the best explanation of life as God         

     intended?  

3.  What should we do if we still do not see God and yourself  

     in the view of the tree of life?   

 

Three actions of faith: 

 

1. Believe in your heart - God’s Word is in your heart. Rom. 10:10a 
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2. Speak with your mouth - With the mouth confession is made unto  

    salvation. Rom. 10:10b.  

 

A basic confession: “Jesus, God says you are my life. Let it be as 
you have said.”   

 

3. Give Thanks - Thanks agrees with God in all things. “Thank you,  

    Father, that what you have said is true.   
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