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THE REVELATION OF JESUS AND THE FEASTS OF ISRAEL  

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The future of the world is a common subject today. Non-believers are talking more about “the end”, 
while most Christians are intently looking to be “raptured” from the upcoming “tribulation”. I appreciate 
the teaching of the late John Preston Eby (December 2, 1936 – February 16, 2022) on this subject. He 
was a prolific writer and Bible teacher, considered one of the pioneers of the “Latter Rain” and the 
“manifest sons” movements. You can read his material at www.kingdombiblestudies.org 
 
God works in patterns, in sequence of “threes” (1). In his teaching, Looking for His Appearing, Book 1, 
Eby shows that God set forth the pattern for His appearing to His people in three feasts, Passover, 
Pentecost, and Tabernacles (Deut. 16.16). Eby writes  
Every one of the Feasts of the Lord have not only a historical aspect, pointing back to something God did, 
and a prophetic aspect, pointing forward to something God would do; but every one of them has a 
personal and individual aspect in our lives experientially. Each Feast finds its fulfillment in our forward 
walk in God. (p. 51) 
 
In each of the feasts, the people were required to appear before the Lord, and God would appear to 
them. It was a mutual “appearing”. This was likely in Paul’s mind when he wrote these words in Col. 3:4, 
Whenever Christ, our Life, should be manifested (appear), then you also shall be manifested (appear) 
together with Him in glory (CLNT, parentheses added).  
 
Jesus has historically fulfilled the first two feasts of Passover and Pentecost. The effect of these 
fulfillments are two significant levels of experience and revelation of Christ in us and as us.  
 
1. PASSOVER  
 
Passover means to cover over. The blood painted over their doorposts was the Israelite’s defense 
against the destroyer angel, who swept through Egypt one night and killed every firstborn male (Ex. 12). 
Every year after that frightful night, the Jews celebrated Passover as a remembrance of their deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage. It was also to celebrate the first fruits of the grain harvest in the Promised Land, 
the sign of the harvest to come.  Christ died on Passover, 33AD, as our Passover lamb by shedding His 
blood on the cross, freeing us from the penalty of sins (1 Cor. 5:7). He arose as the firstfruits of our 
resurrected life in Him (1 Cor.15:20-28). We now have no fear of death or judgment.   
  
Not only was the blood covering important for the young males to escape from death, but the Israelites 
also needed to be locked in the room. It is in Jesus that we are saved or justified. His blood does us no 
good if we are not hiding in Him (Rom. 5:10; Col. 3:1-11). In this level of our revelation of Jesus, we come 
to know that we are saved from sin and live a new life in Him (Eph. 1:7-8). Our knowledge of God is as 
His children, loved, forgiven (1 Jn. 2:12), assured of our future escape from judgment and death, and 
having passed into life (Jn. 5:24). It is the first revelatory experience in the believer’s life – you in Me also 
known as being born again (Jn. 1:12; 3:16; 14:20)   
 
2. PENTECOST   
 
The second feast was called Pentecost, since it was held on the 50th day after Passover. On that day, God 
appeared to the itinerate Hebrews at Mt Sinai in the desert. He came in fire, smoke, and thunder and  
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gave Moses the Law and the sacrificial system. After the children of Israel had entered the promised 
land, Pentecost was also the celebration of the first harvest of their grain crops.  
 
5o days after Jesus had died and then ascended into heaven, the small band of His followers were still 
huddled in a room in Jerusalem, praying and waiting for the power at the coming of the holy spirit that 
Jesus had promised before He left (Acts 1:8). With a thunderous noise and fire, the holy spirit came and 
filled the believers, and they displayed the amazing ability to speak in multiple languages to the curious 
onlookers (Acts 2:1-10).  
 
Paul tells us that this spiritual infilling was really Jesus as the anointer, counselor, and Spirit of God 
(Rom. 8:9-10; 1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:15-18; Gal. 4:6). He had come again in spirit form to dwell in them, 
here on earth as He had promised (Mt. 10:23; Jn.14:17-23). He was now the law written on people’s 
hearts as the feature of the new covenant God had promised many years before (Eze. 36:25-27; 
Heb.8:8-11). People could now live in the revelation of the glory and power of Jesus and the Father 
abiding in them (Col. 1:11-12, 27). Jesus comes to dwell in people as the firstfruit of the spirit assuring 
them of their ultimate future in Him (Rom. 8:23, 1 Cor. 15:20-23, 51-57).  
 
Pentecost is the revelation of Jesus living in us as us. He baptizes or immerses us in His spirit, and we 
release Him through our lives as the fruit and supernatural works of His grace (gifts) into the world 
around us. This is more than just the Passover Jesus as our salvation. It is the Pentecost Jesus of power 
and works greater than even Jesus did (Jn. 14:12). Do you know Jesus as your Pentecost?  
 
But as glorious as Pentecost is, too many believers are stuck in this level of revelation, fascinated with 
power and gifts, and are not hungry to know Jesus more. They still wait for a “flesh” Jesus to appear in 
the clouds (2 Cor. 5:16). God wants us to move on and see (know) Jesus in even more powerful and 
glorified ways (2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 3:19; 4:13-14). Eby writes,  
Someone has said that if you have all "Word" (Fundamentalism) you will dry up, and if you have all 
"Spirit" (Pentecostalism) you will blow up; but if you have both the Spirit and the Word you will GROW 
UP! The goal of God in Christ is for us to realize His fullness in all things (Eph. 4:10). And that is what the 
third feast was and is designed to do. Pentecost is only the firstfruits and not the fullness. There is more 
glory to be revealed.  
 
3. TABERNACLES  
 
The Feast of Tabernacles was to be celebrated in the 7th month of the Jewish year at the time of the fall 
harvest. The Jews were to come to Jerusalem and “tabernacle” or dwell in booths or tents for seven 
days as a sign of God’s dwelling among them. It was a time of feasting and thankfulness because the 
harvest was full and complete.  
 
It was on the Feast of Tabernacles that Solomon dedicated the completed Temple in Jerusalem and God 
came and filled it with His glory (2 Chron. 5:13-14). Until now, however, Jesus has not fulfilled this feast. 
Where have you recognized the full and complete revelation of Jesus in the earth?  There is yet another 
“appearing” that we are waiting for (1 Thess.3:5). This will be our entry into the fullness of our 
possession in God. This is the third part of the John 14:20, 23 equation – We (Jesus and the Father)shall 
be coming…and making an abode with him (parentheses added).  
     
Why does the church want to skip over this feast to come, thinking that we will be shipped off to 
heaven? Do we think we are complete enough with Jesus? There is a coming, a revelation of Jesus, so  
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beyond anything that we have seen. It is where God’s fullness shows up in His people, and all things are 
restored to Him (Acts 3:21; Rev. 21:3). It is the third course of the meal, and until we experience it, we  
still see or know only in part. We only have 2/3rds of the gospel. We have seen us in Jesus (Passover), 
and now Jesus in us (Pentecost), but then we will see both Jesus and the Father through us 
(Tabernacles). We will see Him (Father) as He is! (1 Jn. 3:2). This is what is called the “manifest sons” of 
God revelation Paul tells us is to happen in the end (Rom. 8:21). The sons of God finally appear with the 
Father, because this hope has purified them (1 Jn 3:3). Even creation will get to see and be liberated by 
the revelation of the Creator Father through us.  
 
It was on the great feast of Tabernacles that Jesus stood among the throng of people in their tents and 
said, If anyone should be thirsting. Let Him come to me and drink. He who is believing in me as the 
scripture said, out of his bowel shall gush rivers of living water (Jn. 7:37-38). He was speaking of the 
coming Pentecost, but even beyond that to a time when the water of life would flow out of us from the 
throne of God (Rev. 22:1). This is not us going to the Father, as many still believe will happen in the end, 
but God coming to us, in the earth through our glorified bodies. The Jews passionately believed the 
Messiah would come at the Feast of Tabernacles, but it is not a physical person that will come, instead, 
the full revelation of the Father in His church, the body of Christ.  
 
SUMMARY 
 
This is the pattern of the progressive “appearing” or revelation of God. As Eby states,  
The Tabernacle of Moses reveals the order. In the "outer court" you may have His blessings. In the "holy 
place" you may have His gifts, or some overflow of His presence. But in the "most holy place" you deal 
with the Majestic One Himself! (Appearing, Book 1, p. 175). Jesus came as our justification at Passover. 
Have you seen Him as your salvation? He came again as our sanctifier at Pentecost. Have you seen Him 
in the grace and power that comes out of your life? He will come again as our glorifier at Tabernacles. 
Have you seen Him in the first two revelations? Are you anxious for the third? It will be nothing like you 
have seen before. This will be far more exciting than sitting on some cloud somewhere in heaven. This 
will be heaven fully exposed to the world through us. This is the scene Paul paints in his letter to the 
Ephesians when he said,  
 
Therefore, I also, on hearing of this faith of yours in the Lord Jesus, and that for all the saints, do not 
cease giving thanks for you, making mention of in my prayers that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may be giving you spirit of wisdom and revelation in the realization of Him, the eyes of 
your heart having been enlightened, for you to perceive what is the expectation of His calling, and what 
the riches of the glory of the enjoyment of His allotment among the saints, and what the transcendent 
greatness of His power for us who are believing, in accord with the operation of the might of His 
strength, which is operative in the Christ, rousing Him from among the dead and seating Him at His right 
hand among the celestials, up over every sovereignty and authority and power and lordship, and every 
name that is named, not only in this eon, but also in that which is impending: and subjects all under His 
feet, and gives Him, as Head over all, to the ecclesia which is His body, the complement (fullness) of the 
One completing (filling) the all in all (Eph. 1:15-23 CLNT parentheses added ).  
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