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Paradigms in Conflict

A few years ago, I read a mind-blowing book by Father Stephen Freeman, an Orthodox priest,
that opened the door to my understanding of the other worldview paradigm, like throwing open
the window curtains on a bright, sunny day. In this book Everywhere Present, he shows how
Christianity early on adopted the Greek philosophical view of a “two story universe” (1). For the
Greeks, the universe had two levels, the lower being earth, the upper heaven. Freeman calls
this the “secularization” of our world, and it became the normative paradigm in Christian
theology. It even influenced how the Hebrew and Greek scriptures were translated and laid the
framework for Christian doctrine (2). According to this view, God lives in the spiritual space,
while man lives in the physical, and the two are always separate. When Paul says, “... His
[God’s] invisible attributes are clearly seen...by the things that are made...”(Rom.1:20), the
secularized view is that creation is God’s handiwork, it has His fingerprints all over it. However,
to say God can actually be seen in His creation would be heretical and in conflict with the
established, “divided” or separated Christian paradigm.

You can see an illustration into this historical mindset when Paul visited Greece on his second
missionary journey. In Athens, he visited the famous Aerogapus, or Mars Hill, where the noted
Greek philosophers of the time debated their ideas on the world and “strange deities”.
Observing an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god”, Paul boldly proclaimed, “[this God]
you worship in ignorance is, ”...not far from each one of us, for in Him we live, move and exist,
as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children’.” (Acts 17:23-28,
NASB, emphasis mine). For Paul, this unidentified, unknown God is the source of our being. We
come out of Him and live as manifestations of His presence in the natural, physical realm, just
as children are the manifestation of their father. He understood the omnipresence of God, just
as King David when he penned the words, “Where can I go from Your Spirit...you formed my
inward parts” (Ps.139:7,13). Paul’s universe was not separate. The physical and spiritual exist
together. He saw himself living in Christ as “of His flesh and of His bones.” (Eph.5:30) (4).

This understanding of how Christianity was "secularized" further corallated with my reading of
another author I had already discovered by the name of Norman Grubb (3). Grubb is not a
familiar name among mainline Christian authors, because his theology appears to border
universal-unitarianism (3). Grubb is also considered a mystic in the line of Jacob Boehme and
William Law, because He espouses our lives are actually one with Christ. His “union life”
teaching is laid out in his principal book entitled Yes, I AM, which I had to read multiple times to
grasp its depth.

Grubb’s worldview is seen in the simple way he signed his books, “Not God first, God only”. He
believed God is “all in all”, the essence of all creation. Modern Christianity teaches that we need
to put God first in our lives, but Grubb says, “He is our life”. However, for many Christians, this
assertion is pantheistic, the belief that everything is God, and therefore man is God. Grubb
clearly distinguishes himself as not a pantheist, but a “pan-entheist”, meaning God is IN all
creation. Creation is not God, but it exhibits God, as Paul declared (Rom.1:20). Man is not God,
but God is a man, the manifestation of God, as even Jesus proclaimed, “He who has seen Me
has seen the Father,” (Jn.14:9). Man is God’s predetermined vessel, His one creation designed
to reveal His Personhood. God breathed into some dirt, and it became a human with God’s
image and likeness; a “living soul”, the union of God’s Spirit and physical flesh. Man is the



combination of spirit and flesh, and the means by which God is revealed and known to the rest
of creation.

With this paradigm, the scriptures now came alive and made more sense to me, the chief of
which is John 14. Jesus didn’t die and ascend to heaven to prepare a “mansion” for me to
occupy someday. He died on the cross to redeem or recover me as God’s vessel, the rightful
place for He and Christ to live in now, here on earth. God and Christ want to “...come and make
Our home with him (me).” (Jn.14:1-3, 20, 23 emphasis mine). Our human flesh has always
been the intended “home” for God. We are His living temples, branches, earthen pots, the living
stones in which He and Jesus are meant to dwell. How else can He be known as a Person to
His creation if He isn’t revealed through us Ppersons?(4). John 14:20 is one of the key verses of
this alternant paradigm and how the rest of scripture is to be interpreted.

As mentioned previously, another scripture that profoundly took on a new meaning to me is
Colossians 1:27. In that verse, Paul declares his mission was “...the preaching...of the mystery
which has been hidden from the past ages and generations...which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory.” (again emphasis mine). Suddenly, when I read that verse, it was like I had read it for
the first time. It significantly changed my ministry and how I understood my personal identity and
meaning in life. Christ did not dwell only partly in me, as only in my heart or spirit, but all of Him
lives in all of me. I am His body, His temple, the branch attached to Him. He “abides” in me now.
God predetermined that I and Christ share the same form, which is me, my flesh. This is how
Romans 8:29 should be understood. It is a mystery beyond any logical reasoning, but is true
and exactly how God planned it. We will explore more on this powerful truth in later chapters.

(1) Stephen Freeman, Everywhere Present: Christianity in a One-Storey Universe, Conciliar
Media (January 30, 2012).

(2) The two story universe worldview was firmly established in Christian doctrine by the
Council of Nicea in 325 AD. It is expressed in the Nicene Creed.

(3) When I say “discovered”, I mean I was eagerly searching for truth that would lead me to
greater knowledge of Jesus. To do so meant I dared to read from sources outside the
mainstream of orthodox Christianity. I had never heard of the names of many authors
who professed a theology of “Christ as Us”.

(4) Curiously, some early Greek manuscripts, like the NU, preferred to leave this verse out
of the text.

(5) Daniel Yordy uses the acronym “Persons” in his writing to illustrate the union of God and
man. It comes from Paul’s unique, Greek word σύμμορφος, Eng. symmorphos,
accurately translated, “sharing the same form”. See Rom. 8:29; Phil. 3:21. Check the
Greek lexicon here.

https://www.worthychristianforums.com/topic/27291-my-bible-says-nu-text/
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?t=kjv&strongs=g4832

