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You of little faith."
Seek, and ye shall find."

Furthermore, in today's world, people popularly are measured in rela-
tion to his words in one way or the other. Great individuals "walk on
water." Traitors are "[udases" Befrienders are ''good Samaritans." Events
in his life are indirectly referred to thousands of times a day, every time
such common words as savior, salvation, conversion, redemption, and cru-
cified are spoken. In word and in deed, he made a profound effect as a
teacher. One common reference point for history is his life, as shown in
the terms "before Christ" [B.C.] or "anno domine, in the year of the Lord"
[A.D.].

Reflecting further on the teacher's personality, it was apparent how
much Jesus loved to interact with his fellow human beings, whomever
and wherever they were. Constantly, he was teaching someone: from a
''foreign'' lady at a well to a Jewish scholar one night, from a group of
children to a hated tax collector. He spoke to individuals and to crowds.
Everywhere he went, Jesus looked for the opportunity to teach, to give

himself to the world.
He had such great compassion for the lost. Day after day, late into the

night, he healed people because he loved them. He also healed to draw a
crowd so that he could teach them about the things of his father's world.
He traveled from town to town going to synagogues, accepting invitations
to the homes of Pharisees or tax collectors, attendingfunerals, and speak-
ing to large crowds in outdoor gatherings.

He never quit pushing his disciples to become the best teachers they
could be, so that they could carryon his work after he was gone. He was
always asking questions. "Peter, whom do men say that I am?" He was
always challenging their lack of faith. Up until his last hour on earth, he
remained the teacher, speaking nowhere more eloquently than he did with
his life as he hungfrom the cross.He was the only teacher in history whose
deeds completely matched his words.
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His life was also an indication of the kind of student he had been him-
self. From an early age, he loved to learn, to ask questions, to engage in the
delights of the intellect. His life testified to the fact that he had first been
the good student. Beginning with the brilliant discussions he held with
the scribes in the temple when he was twelve, he handled all the intellec-
tual challenges that came his way. In hisfirst major battle, Jesus outwitted
the most deceptive personality in the world, the "angel of light," Satan
himself, in a face-to-face meeting. Consistently, Jesus turned the tables on
opponents who tried to trick him with questions like, "Do you worship
Caesar or God?" or "What do you say to this adulteress we've thrown at
your feet?"

He was equally adept at meeting force with force when the occasion
arose.A Pharisee approached Jesus, complaining because Jesus had called
the Pharisees fools. Jesus replied by telling the man that they also were
murderers. At moments he was so bold he personally threw people out of
the temple. He was always a step ahead of the brightest minds of his day,
constantly out-thinking the thinkers, always with thegoal in mind of teach-
ing, of reaching the lost.

As I listened to him teach, I also thought of how the people in his day
reacted to him. They recognized him as one who had tremendous author-
ity, unlike all the other teachers of his day, except for John the Baptist.
Jesuswas making the same impression upon me. He was so sure of who he
was. He had taken the Scriptures and made them his, day after day in-
corporating them until he was the Scripture. He had reached a point as a
man where he was certain that every word he spoke was true.

Long before he told us he was the truth, he had discovered that truth
himself His certainty was elegant and overpowering in itself, and within
the bounds of humanity, it was a testimony that he was God. Through
this "man," God was saying to all of humankind, "You want to know how
great I am? Except for being sinless, I will limit myself just as you are
limited. I will subject myself to those same conditions, face the same stresses,
and even then I will shine so brightly you will know that I am God."


